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WILTSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 

of  Health  for  the  year  1900. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Third  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  County  Council  of  Wiltshire. 

This  Report  is  to  a  certain  extent  a  summary  of  the  information  derived  from  the 
perusal  of  the  Annual  Reports,  which  have  been  presented  for  the  year  1900,  by  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  for  the  respective  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils  within  the  adminis¬ 
trative  County.  Results  of  my  own  observations  are  contained  in  Part  I.  of  the  Report. 

As  I  mentioned  in  my  Report  for  the  year  1899,  few  of  these  Reports  were  of  great 
length,  and  few  contained  much  detail  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  various  parishes  making 
up  the  various  Districts.  The  majority  of  the  Reports  were  presented  with  less  delay  than  in 
previous  years.  The  Memorandum  of  the  Local  Government  Board  upon  the  subject  intimates 
the  necessity  that  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  should  be  presented  within  a  month  or  six  weeks 
from  the  end  of  the  year,  and  should  in  all  cases  be  presented  within  three  months. 

The  Standing  Order  of  the  County  Council  upon  the  subject  is  as  follows : — 

“  Medical  Officers  of  Health  shall  so  transmit  the  copies  of  their  Reports,  which  in  pursuance 
“  of  Section  ig  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  are  to  be  transmitted  to  the  County  Council, 
“that  they  may  reach  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  not  later  than  the  14th  day  of  February  in  every 
“year,  or  such  later  day  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  as  the  last  upon 
“which  such  Reports  are  to  be  received  by  that  Board.” 

The  remarks  respecting  the  printing  of  the  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  made  by  Professor  Smith  in  previous  Reports,  and  in  my  Reports  for  1898  and  1899, 
have  borne  but  very  little  fruit.  For  the  year  1900  the  Annual  Reports  of  10  Urban  and  14 
Rural  Districts  are  printed. 
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Table  showing  date  of  Receipt  of  Report  by  Clerk  to  the  County  Council,  and  whether 
!  Report  is  Printed  or  not : — 


Date  when  Report 
Received. 

— - - - — - - - - - 

DISTRICT. 

Urban  or 
Rural. 

Report  Printed  or  Unprinted. 

17  January 

Pewsey 

Rural 

Unprinted. 

6  February 

Tisbury 

Rural 

Printed. 

7 

Salisbury 

Rural 

Printed. 

12 

Marlborough 

Rural 

Printed. 

12 

Wilton 

Urban 

Unprinted. 

13 

Salisbury 

Urban 

Printed. 

14 

Marlborough 

Urban 

Printed  (Newspaper  Cutting). 

14 

Warminster 

Urban 

Printed  (Newspaper  Cutting). 

14 

Warminster  .. 

Rural 

Printed. 

16 

Chippenham  .. 

U  rban 

Unprinted. 

23 

Caine 

Rural 

Unprinted. 

23 

Caine 

Urban 

Unprinted. 

25 

Wilton 

Rural 

Printed. 

26 

Mere 

Rural 

Printed. 

6  March 

Trowbridge 

U  rban 

Printed. 

8 

Melksham 

Urban 

Printed  (Newspaper  Cutting). 

8 

Melksham 

Rural 

Printed. 

13 

Amesbury 

Rural 

Printed. 

14 

Westbury 

U  rban 

Printed. 

15 

Westbury  and  Whorwellsdown 

Rural 

Printed. 

16 

Chippenham  . . 

Rural 

Printed  (Newspaper  Cutting. 

18 

Devizes 

Urban 

Printed. 

18 

Devizes 

Rural 

Printed. 

18 

Bradford-on- Avon 

Urban 

Printed. 

22  „ 

Ramsbury 

Rural 

Unprinted,  f 

15  April 

Malmesbury  .. 

Rural 

Printed. 

15 

Malmesbury 

Urban 

Printed. 

16 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

Rural 

Printed. 

29 

Swindon 

Urban 

Printed. 

6  May 

Highworth 

1“ 

Rural 

Printed. 

Unfortunately  the  Reports  from  some  of  the  Districts  were  very  late  in  coming  in, 
and  the  attention  of  the  Authorities  was  called  to  the  delay.  None  of  the  Reports  presented 
are  of  that  elaborate  character  that  would  justify  the  delay  in  presentation,  and  there  appears 
to  be  no  reason  why  the  whole  of  the  Reports  should  not  be  in  by  the  31st  March  at  latest. 
One  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  gave  as  a  reason  for  delay  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  had  issued  a  new  set  of  tables  for  the  Statistics,  but  these  tables  were  issued  in  the  month 
of  December,  and  can  hardly  be  called  a  sufficient  excuse.  With  the  new  tables  the  Principal 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Government  Board  issued  the  following  circular  which  I  consider  it 
advisable  to  print  at  length,  as  it  gives  the  latest  requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
as  regards  the  duties  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  &c. 

Memorandum  as  to  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

“  Every  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  appointed  under  Order  of  Local  Government  Board,  is  required  to 
make  an  annual  report  with  regard  to  each  Sanitary  District,  or  division  of  a  District,  which  is  under  his 
superintendence.  This  report  is  to  be  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  of  December,  or,  if  the  Officer  at  that 
date  has  not  been  in  office  for  a  whole  year,  then  for  so  much  of  the  year  as  has  elapsed  since  his  appoint¬ 
ment.  The  report  is  to  be  made  to  the  Council  by  whom  he  is  appointed,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
himself  should  send  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  to  the  County  Council  or  County 
Councils  of  the  County  or  Counties  within  which  his  district  may  be  situated.  It  should  be  made  as  soon 
as  practicable  after  the  expiration  of  the  year  to  which  it  relates.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ought  not, 
in  general,  to  have  any  difficulty  in  doing  this  within  a  month  or  six  weeks ;  but  if  from  any  special 
circumstances  the  report  cannot  be  completed  within  six  weeks,  it  should  be  understood  that  the  delay 
must  not  be  indefinite,  and  that  the  report  should  be  in  the  hands  of  his  Council,  and  of  the  Board,  within, 

f  This  is  usually  included  in  the  printed  report  for  the  Berkshire  Combined  Districts. — C.M.O. 
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at  most,  three  months  from  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Board’s  copy  of  the  report  should  be  forwarded  to 
them  when  the  original  is  sent  to  the  Council,  except  where  the  report  is  likely  to  be  printed  by  order  of 
the  Council.  In  such  cases  the  Board  need  only  be  supplied  with  a  printed  cop> .  It  is;  very  desirable  that 
the  Annual  Report  should  be  printed,  for  the  sake  of  facility  of  reference  and  in  order  that  a  supply  of  copies 
may  be  available  for  distribution  among  the  Town  or  District  Councillors  and  other  persons  interested. 

Article  18  (Section  14)  of  the  Board’s  Order  of  March,  1891,  specifies  the  information  to  be  contained  in 
the  Annual  Report,  and  is  annexed. 

The  report  should  be  chiefly  concerned  with  the  conditions  affecting  health  in  the  District  and  with  the 
means  for  improving  these  conditions.  It  should  contain  an  account,  brought  up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
under  review,  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district,  and  of  any  improvement  or  deterioration  which 
may  have  occurred  during  the  year  in  these  circumstances.  Care  should  be  taken  to  report  fully  and  explicitly 
on  the  influences  affecting  or  threatening  to  affect  injuriously  the  public  health  in  the  district,  and  on  the 
action  which  has  been  taken,  or  which  may  still  be  needed,  with  a  view  to  combat  these  influences.  It  is 
of  especial  importance  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  record  what  action  has  been  taken  to 
remedy  unhealthy  conditions  which  have  been  reported  by  him  in  previous  annual  reports,  or  in  special 
reports  presented  during  the  year  under  review,  and  that  attention  should  be  called  afresh,  year  by  year,  to 
such  as  remain  unremedied. 


As  subjects  concerning  which  the  Board  desire  to  obtain,  through  Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  not  only  definite  general  information,  but  record  also  of  particular  changes  of  condition  that  are 
occurring  incidentally  or  by  action  of  the  local  authority,  the  following  deserve  to  be  especially  borne 
in  mind:  — 


Physical  features  and  general  character  of  the  District. 

House  accommodation,  especially  for  the  working  class:  its  adequacy  and  fitness  for  habitation.  Suffi¬ 
ciency  of  open  space  about  houses  and  cleanliness  of  surroundings.  Supervision  over  erection  of 
new  houses. 

Sewerage  and  drainage  :  its  sufficienc}^  in  all  parts  of  the  District.  Condition  of  sewers  and  house  drains. 
Method  or  Methods  of  disposal  of  sewage.  Localities  where  improvements  are  needed. 

Excrement  disposal :  system  in  vogue ;  defects,  if  any. 

Removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse — whether  by  public  scavenger  or  occupiers ;  frequency  and  method. 

Water  suppty  of  the  District  or  its  several  parts :  its  source  (from  public  service  or  otherwise],  nature 
(river  water,  well  water,  upland  water,  etc.),  sufficiency,  wholesomeness,  and  freedom  (by  special  treat¬ 
ment  or  otherwise)  from  risks  of  pollution. 

Places  over  which  the  Council  have  supervision,  e.g.,  lodging  houses,  slaughterhouses,  bakehouses,  dairies, 
cowsheds,  and  milkshops,  factories  and  workshops,  and  offensive  trades. 


Nuisances:  proceedings  for  their  abatement— any  remaining  unabated. 

Methods  of  dealing  with  infectious  diseases:  notification;  isolation  hospital  accommodation  and  its 
sufficiency;  disinfection. 

With  regard  to  such  points  it  should  be  remembered  that  these  reports  are  for  the  information  of  the 
Board  and  of  the  County  Council  as  well  as  of  the  Council  of  the  District,  and  that  a  statement  of  the  local 
circumstances  and  history  of  local  sanitary  questions,  which  may  seem  superfluous  for  the  latter,  may  often 
be  needed  by  the  former  bodies. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  reporting  his  proceedings  and  advice,  should  put  on  record  whether 
he  has  made  systematic  inspections  of  his  District.  By  “systematic  inspections”  are  meant  inspections 
independent  of  such  inquiries  as  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  have  to  make  into  particular  outbreaks 
of  disease,  or  into  unwholesome  conditions  to  which  his  attention  has  been  specially  called  by  complaints 
or  otherwise,  and  such  inspections  will  include  the  house-to-house  inspections  which  may  be  necessary  in 
particular  localities. 

In  making  systematic  inspections,  as  in  much  of  his  other  action,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will 
usually  have  required  the  assistance  of  +he  Inspector  of  Nuisances ;  and  the  Medical  Officer  should  include 
in  his  report  an  account  of  the  action  which,  at  his  instance,  the  Inspector  may  have  taken  for  the  removal 
of  nuisances  injurious  to  health. 

The  report  should  deal  with  the  extent,  distribution,  and  causes  of  disease,  especially  of  epidemic  and 
notifiable  disfases,  within  the  district;  and  should  give  an  account  of  any  noteworthy  outbreaks  of  such 
diseases  during  the  year  under  review,  stating  the  result  of  his  investigations  into  their  origin  and  propa¬ 
gation,  and  the  steps  taken  by  him,  or  on  his  advice,  with  a  view  to  check  their  spread. 

The  tabular  statements  of  sickness  and  mortality  in  the  District  during  the  year,  to  be  made  on  the 
forms  supplied  for  the  purpose,  should  be  the  subject  of  comment  in  the  text  of  the  report,  in  so  far  as 
deductions  from  them  ma}^  assist  the  Board  and  the  Councils  concerned  to  an  appreciation  of  the  lines  of 
action  needful  in  the  future. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  forms  for  record  of  statistical  data  supplied  on  the  present  occasion  differ 
from  those  supplied  in  former  years.  Four  tables,  have,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  been  substituted  for  Tables  A  and  B  previously  in  use.  This  has  been  done  with 
a  view  to  facilitate  record  of  a  minimum  amount  of  statistical  information  of  the  sort  desired  by  the  Board. 

As  regards  these  several  tables  a  few  observations  appear  to  be  needful : 

In  Table  I.  it  should  be  stated  for  the  whole  district  under  the  superintendence  of  a  Medical.  Officer  of 
Health  the  number  and  rates  of  births,  and  of  deaths  under  one  year  and  at  all  ages,  and  the  data  on  which 
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the  nett  death-rate  is  based.  Spaces  are  given  for  the  insertion  of  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  ten 
previous  years  for  purposes  of  comparison,  a  comparison  which  will  often  yield  points  of  interest.  In  most 
cases  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  figures  for  former  years  from  previous  annual  reports, 
but  if  owing  to  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  district  or  for  other  reasons  the  figures  cannot  be  ascer¬ 
tained  for  ten  years,  they  should  be  given  for  as  far  back  as  they  are  available. 

In  Table  II.  the  births,  and  the  deaths  corrected  by  the  exclusion  of  those  of  non-residents  and  the 
inclusion  of  those  of  residents  dying  elsewhere,  are  to  be  distributed  among  the  localities  to  which  they 
belong,  space  being  given  in  this  table  also  for  the  insertion  of  the  corresponding  figures  in  previous  years. 
As  regards  the  classification  by  localities,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  District  under  the  superintendence  of 
a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  contain  several  parts  evidently  differing  in  their  circumstances,  or  having 
very  different  rates  of  mortality,  either  from  all  causes,  or  from  some  particular  disease  or  class  of  diseases. 
The  observation  of  these  differences  can  scarcely  fail  to  lead  to  valuable  information,  especially  when  the 
returns  for  several  years  can  be  compared  together,  and  it  is  in  view  of  such  differences  that  the  tabular 
statements  are  required  in  Article  18  (Section  14)  to  be  classified  according  to  “ localities ,”  and  that  provision 

for  such  a  classification  is  made  in  the  forms  supplied  for  returns  of  deaths.  In  the  absence  of  any  obvious 

differences  of  the  above  sort,  it  will  still  be  desirable  where  the  district  is  of  any  considerable  size  and  has 
recognized  sub-divisions  to  classify  the  deaths  according  to  the  part  of  the  district  in  which  they  occur; 
and  for  this  purpose  any  areas  of  known  population  (such  as  wards,  parishes  or  groups  of  parishes,  or 
registration  sub-districts)  may  be  taken  as  representing  “ localities' ’  for  the  purposes  of  the  Order. 

In  small  districts  having  no  sub-divisions  of  known  population  Table  II.  need  not  be  filled  up. 

Table  III.  provides  for  the  number  of  notified  cases  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year,  classified 
according  to  ages  of  patients  and  localities,  and  also  the  number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  from  each 
locality.  As  regards  the  classification  according  to  locality,  the  same  considerations  apply  to  the  records  of 
sickness  as  of  deaths. 

Table  IV.  provides  for  the  deaths  during  the  year  from  various  causes,  classified  according  to  ages  and 

localities.  I11  populous  districts  a  more  extended  table  in  a  similar  form  containing  a  more  complete  classifi¬ 

cation  of  causes  of  death  may  with  advantage  be  substituted  for  this  form. 

Great  care  should  be  taken  to  7iote  carefully  the  headings  and  the  footnotes  before  proceeding  to  fill  the 
columns  and  the  blank  spaces  in  these  tables. 

What  has  been  said  above  with  regard  to  the  information  which  an  annual  report  should  contain  must 
be  understood,  not  as  suggesting  that  the  report  should  be  limited  to  these  subjects,  but  as  indicating  the 
sort  of  information  required  by  the  Board’s  Order.  Many  Medical  Officers  of  Health  will  doubtless,  with 
great  advantage  to  the  administration  of  their  districts,  furnish  much  more  detailed  information  and  statistics 
respecting  particular  questions  to  which  they  have  been  led  by  the  circumstances  of  the  foregoing  year  to 
devote  attention,  or  in  the  investigation  of  which  they  may  have  arrived  at  definite  conclusions.  Any 
information  of  this  kind  will  be  appreciated  by  the  Local  Government  Board.” 

W.  H.  POWER, 

Local  Government  Board ,  Medical  Officer. 

December ,  igoo. 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  ORDER  OF  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD. 

23rd  March,  1891. 

Duties. 

Art.  18.  The  following  shall  be  the  duties  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the  District  for 
which  he  is  appointed. 

(1.)  He  shall  inform  himself  as  far  as  practicable  respecting  all  influences  affecting  or  threatening  to  affect 
injuriously  the  public  health  within  the  District. 

(2.)  He  shall  inquire  into  and  ascertain  by  such  means  as  are  at  his  disposal  the  causes,  origin,  and 
distribution  of  diseases  within  the  District,  and  ascertain  to  what  extent  the  same  have  depended  on 
conditions  capable  of  removal  or  mitigation. 

(3.)  He  shall  by  inspection  of  the  District,  both  systematically  at  certain  periods,  and  at  intervals  as  occasion 
may  require,  keep  himself  informed  of  the  conditions  injurious  to  health  existing  therein. 

(4.)  He  shall  be  prepared  to  advise  the  Sanitary  Authority  on  all  matters  affecting  the  health  of  the 
District,  and  on  all  sanitary  points  involved  in  the  action  of  the  Sanitary  Authority;  and  in  cases 
requiring  it,  he  shall  certify,  for  the  guidance  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  or  of  the  Justices,  as  to  any 
matter  in  respect  of  which  the  Certificate  of  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  a  Medical  Practitioner 
is  required  as  the  basis  or  in  aid  of  sanitary  action. 

(5.)  He  shall  advise  the  Sanitary  Authority  on  any  question  relating  to  health  involved  in  the  framing 
and  subsequent  working  of  such  byelaws  and  regulations  as  they  may  have  power  to  make,  and  as 
to  the  adoption  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  or  of  any 
section  of  sections  of  such  Act. 

(6.)  On  receiving  information  of  the  outbreak  of  any  contagious,  infectious,  or  epidemic  disease  of  a 
dangerous  character  within  the  District,  he  shall  visit  without  delay  the  spot  where  the  outbreak  has 
occurred,  and  inquire  into  the  cause  and  circumstances  of  such  outbreak,  and  in  case  he  is  not  satisfied 
that  all  due  precautions  are  being  taken,  he  shall  advise  the  persons  competent  to  act  as  to  the 
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measures  which  may  appear  to  him  to  be  required  to  prevent  the  extension  of  the  disease,  and  take 
such  measures  for  the  prevention  of  disease  as  he  is  legally  authorised  to  take  under  any  Statute  in 
force  in  the  District,  or  by  any  Resolution  of  the  Sanitary  Authority. 


Subject  to  the  instructions  of  the  Sanitary  Authority,  he  shall  direct  or  superintend  the  work  of  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  the  way  and  to  the  extent  that  the  Sanitary  Authority  shall  approve,  and 
on  receiving  information  from  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  that  his  intervention  is  required  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  existence  of  any  nuisance  injurious  to  health,  or  of  any  overcrowding  in  a  house,  he 
shall,  as  early  as  practicable,  take  such  steps  as  he  is  legally  authorised  to  take  under  any  Statute  in 
force  in  the  District,  or  by  any  Resolution  of  the  Sanitary  Authority,  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  may  justify  and  require. 


In  any  case  in  which  it  may  appear  to  him  to  be  necessary  or  advisable,  or  in  which  he  shall  be  so 
directed  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  he  shall  inspect  and  examine  any  animal,  carcase,  meat,  poultry, 
game,  flesh,  fish,  fruit,  vegetables,  corn,  bread,  flour,  or  milk,  and  any  other  article  to  which  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  in  this  behalf  shall  apply,  exposed  for  sale,  or  deposited  for 
the  purpose  of  sale  or  of  preparation  for  sale,  and  intended  for  the  food  of  man,  which  is  deemed  to 
be  diseased,  or  unsound,  or  unwholesome,  or  unfit  for  the  food  of  man  ;  and  if  he  finds  that  such 
animal  or  article  is  diseased,  or  unsound,  or  unwholesome,  or  unfit  for  the  food  of  man,  he  shall  give 
such  directions  as  may  be  necessary  for  causing  the  same  to  be  dealt  with  by  a  Justice  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Statutes  applicable  to  the  case. 

He  shall  perform  all  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  by  any  byelaws  and  regulations  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  duly  confirmed  where  confirmation  is  legally  required,  in  respect  of  any  matter  affecting 
the  public  health,  and  touching  which  the}7  are  authorised  to  frame  byelaws  and  regulations. 

He  shall  inquire  into  any  offensive  process  of  trade  carried  on  within  the  District,  and  report  on  the 
appropriate  means  for  the  prevention  of  any  nuisance  or  injury  to  health  therefrom. 


He  shall  attend  at  the  office  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  or  at  some  other  appointed  place,  at  such 
stated  times  as  they  may  direct. 

He  shall  from  time  to  time  report  in  writing  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  his  proceedings,  and  the 
measures  which  may  require  to  be  adopted  for  the  improvement  or  protection  of  the  public  health 
in  the  District.  He  shall  in  like  manner  report  with  respect  to  the  sickness  and  mortality  within 
the  District,  so  far  as  he  has  been  enabled  to  ascertain  the  same. 


He  shall  keep  a  book  or  books,  to  be  provided  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  in  which  he  shall  make  an 
entry  of  his  visits,  and  notes  of  his  observations  and  instructions  thereon,  and  also  the  date  and 
nature  of  applications  made  to  him,  the  date  and  result  of  the  action  taken  thereon  and  of  any 
action  taken  on  previous  reports ;  and  shall  produce  such  book  or  books,  whenever  required,  to  the 
Sanitary  Authority. 

He  shall  also  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Sanitary  Authority,  up  to  the  end  of  December  in  each 
year,  comprising  a  summary  of  the  action  taken,  or  which  he  has  advised  the  Sanitary  Authority  to 
take,  during  the  year  for  preventing  the  spread  of  disease,  and  an  account  of  the  sanitary  state  of 
his  District  generally  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  report  shall  also  contain  an  account  of  the 
inquiries  which  he  has  made  as  to  conditions  injurious  to  health  existing  in  the  District,  and  of  the 
proceedings  in  which  he  has  taken  part  or  advised  under  any  Statute,  so  far  as  such  proceedings 
relate  to  those  conditions;  and  also  an  account  of  the  supervision  exercised  by  him,  or  on  his  advice, 
for  sanitary  purposes  over  places  and  houses  that  the  Sanitary  Authority  have  power  to  regulate, 
with  the  nature  and  results  of  any  proceedings  which  may  have  been  so  required  and  taken  in 
respect  of  the  same  during  the  year.  The  report  shall  also  record  the  action  taken  by  him,  or  on 
his  advice,  during  the  year,  in  regard  to  offensive  trades,  to  dairies,  cow-sheds,  and  milk  shops,  and 
to  factories  and  workshops.  The  report  shall  also  contain  tabular  statements  (on  forms  to  be 
supplied  by  Us,  or  to  the  like  effect),  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  within  the  District,  classified 
according  to  diseases,  ages  and  localities : 

Provided  that,  if  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  cease  to  hold  office,  before  the  Thirty-first 
of  December  of  any  year,  he  shall  make  the  like  report  for  so  much  of  the  year  as  shall  have 
expired  when  he  ceases  to  hold  office. 

He  shall  give  immediate  information  to  Us  of  any  outbreak  of  dangerous  epidemic  disease  within  the 
District,  and  shall  tiansmit  to  Us  a  copy  of  each  annual  Report,  and  of  any  special  Report.  He 
shall  make  a  special  report  to  Us  of  the  grounds  of  any  advice  which  he  may  give  to  the  Sanitary 
Authority  with  a  view  to  their  requiring  the  closure  of  any  school  or  schools,  on  pursuance  of  the 
Code  of  Regulations  approved  by  the  Education  Department;  and  for  the  time  being  in  force. 

At  the  same  time  that  he  gives  information  to  Us  of  an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  or  transmits 
to  Us  a  copy  of  his  annual  report  or  of  any  special  report,  he  shall  give  the  like  information  or 
transmit  a  copy  of  such  report  to  the  County  Council  or  County  Councils  of  the  County  or  Counties 
within  which  his  District  may  be  situated. 

In  matters  not  specifically  provided  for  in  this  Order,  he  shall  observe  and  execute  any  instructions 
issued  by  Us,  and  the  lawful  orders  and  directions  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  applicable  to  his  office. 

Whenever  we  shall  make  Regulations  for  all  or  any  of  the  purposes  specified  in  Section  134  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  shall  declare  the  regulations  so  made  to  be  in  force  within  any  area 
comprising  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  District,  he  shall  observe  such  regulations,  so  far  as  the 
same  relate  to  or  concern  his  office.” 


Some  of  the  Medical  Officers  have  constructed  their  Reports  on  the  lines  laid  down  by 
Dr.  Power,  but  in  several  instances  very  little  information  of  value  is  given  in  the  Reports,  and 
the  detailed  information  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  various  villages  m  the  Rural  Districts 
is  only  given  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  one  or  two  of  the  Districts,  notably  Highworth  and 
Warminster. 

With  the  object  of  assisting  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  approaching  more  uni¬ 
formity  in  their  Reports,  and  also  obtaining  necessary  information  which  is  frequently  omitted 
from  annual  Reports,  a  Supplementary  Form  “C”  was  sent  out  to  the  various  Medical  Officers 
in  December.  This  Form  has  been  tilled  in  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  nearly  all  the  Districts. 


Special  Reports. 


Considerable  uncertainty  and  opportunity  for  misunderstanding  exists  amongst 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  as  to  what  Reports  are  to  be  treated  as  “periodical”  and  “special  ” 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  section  19,  and  the  General  Order  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  of  March  23rd,  1891,  article  18,  which  provides  that  copies  of  such 
“periodical”  and  “special”  Reports  are  to  be  sent  to  the  County  Council.  In  reply  to  com¬ 
munications  from  various  Authorities,  the  Local  Government  Board  when  asked  for  a  satisfactory 
definition  of  the  terms  “periodical”  and  “special”  sent  the  following,  which  still  leaves  room  for 


doubt  and  misunderstanding 


Local  Government  Board,  Whitehall,  S.W. 

March,  1901. 


I  am  directed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  state  that  the  Board  have  not  considered  it  necessary 
to  issue  any  General  Order  or  Regulation  defining — for  the  purposes  of  Article  18  (15  and  16)  of  the  Orders 
of  March,  1901,— the  Reports  which  are  included  in  the  terms  “special”  and  “periodical”;  but  they  may 
say  that  Reports  which  deal  only  with  individual  nuisances  or  the  smaller  details  of  sanitary  work,  as  also 
Reports  which  are  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the  ordinary  course,  including  monthly,  quar¬ 
terly,  or  other  .short  period  routine  reports  need  not  be  regarded  as  “special”  reports,  copies  of  which  are 
to  be  sent  to  the  Board  and  to  the  County  Council,  unless  they  happen  to  include  mention  of  some  unusual 
matter  or  event  that  has  occurred  during  the  period. 


Reports,  however,  that  are  made  for  any  special  purpose,  such  for  instance,  as  (1)  Reports  giving  an 
account  of  the  sanitary  state  of  a  District,  or  of  any  section  of  it,  and  intended  to  form  a  basis  of  systematic 
work  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  the  future  ;  (2)  Reports  on  the  need  for  adoption  or  revision  of 
Regulations  or  of  Bye-laws,  or  on  their  enforcement ;  (3)  Reports  on  schemes  dealing  with  areas  under  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts,  or  dealing  with  the  condition  of  groups  of  dwellings  of  any  particular 
class,  or  in  any  special  locality;  and  (4)  Reports  on  the  occasion  of  Outbreaks  of  Disease,  and  Reports 
advising  the  closing  of  Public  Elementary  Schools  should  in  the  Board’s  view  be  considered  “special,”  and 
copies  of  such  Report  should  be  forwarded  by  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  this  Board,  and  to  the  County 
Council. 

Adverting  to  section  19  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  I  am  to  state  that  the  only  periodical 
Report,  of  which  a  copy  has  at  present  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Board  by  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  is  his 
Annual  Report. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  LITHIBY,  Assistant  Secretary. 


Areas. 


acres. 


The  Urban  Districts  have  a  total  area  of  19569  acres,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  820306 

Population. 


The  population  of  the  County  is  shown  in  the  following  Table  : — 


Population. 

Uncorrected 
Census,  1901. 

Census,  1891. 

Estimated  at 
middle  of  1899. 

Estimated  at 
middle  of  1900. 

Urban  . 

Rural  . 

1 

112615 

158757 

95592 

165630 

113272 

165728 

113295 

162425 

Total 

•••  •••  ••• 

271372 

261222 

279000 

275720 

f 


Tables  showing  the  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  and  population  at  t| 
and  1901  in  the  County,  and  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Wilts  : — 


WILTSHIRE 


Inhabited  Houses. 

Increase  or  decrease  of 
inhabited  houses 
between  1891  &  1901. 

1891 

1901 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

56912 

60741 

3829 

•  • 

e  Census  of  1891 


Population.  1 

Increase  or  decrease  of 
population  between 

1891  and  1901. 

1891 

1901 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

261222 

271372 

10150 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

Inhabited  Houses 

Increase  or  decrease  of 
inhabited  houses 
between  1891  &  1901. 

Population. 

Increase  or  decrease  of 
population  between 
1891  and  1901. 

1891 

1901 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1891 

1901 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Bradford-on-Avon 

1150 

1120 

•  • 

30 

4943 

4514 

•  • 

429 

Caine 

751 

812 

61 

3495 

3456 

•  * 

39 

Chippenham 

985 

1101 

116 

4618 

5074 

456 

»  • 

Devizes 

1385 

1433 

48 

6426 

6532 

106 

•  • 

Malmesbury 

695 

687 

•  • 

8 

2964 

2854 

•  • 

110 

Marlborough 

618 

624 

6 

3012 

3046 

34 

•  • 

Melksham 

492 

583 

91 

2078 

2450 

372 

•  • 

Salisbury 

3222 

3651 

429 

15533 

17117 

1584 

•  • 

Swindon 

5852 

9257 

3405 

33001 

44996 

11995 

•  • 

tTrowbridge 

2722 

2816 

94 

12046 

11526 

•  • 

520 

Warminster 

1253 

1267 

14 

5563 

5547 

•  9 

16 

JWestbury 

1072 

803 

•  • 

269 

4439 

3300 

•  • 

1139 

Wilton 

480 

518 

• 

38 

•  • 

2120 

2203 

83 

•  • 

Totals 

20677 

24672 

4302 

307 

100238 

112615 

14630 

2253 

t  Clarendon  District  included  in  1891  figures.  J  Urban  District  created  since  1891. 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Inhabited  Houses. 

Increase  or  decrease  of 
inhabited  houses 
between  1891  &  1901. 

Population. 

Increase  or  decrease  of 
population  between 
1891  and  1901. 

1891 

1901 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1891 

1901 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Amesbury 

•  • 

1566 

1668 

102 

•  • 

6878 

8268 

1390 

9  9 

Bradford-on-Avon 

•  • 

1153 

1134 

•  • 

19 

5408 

5071 

9  9 

337 

Caine  . . 

•  • 

1184 

1128 

•  • 

56 

5014 

4615 

9  9 

399 

Chippenham 

•  • 

3738 

3996 

258 

9  9 

17050 

17885 

835 

9  9 

Crieklade  and 

Wootton  Bassett 

} 

2658 

2594 

•  9 

64 

11835 

11357 

478 

Devizes 

2898 

2805 

9  9 

93 

13318 

13070 

248 

Highworth 

3015 

3156 

141 

9  e 

14309 

14279 

30 

Malmesbury 

2263 

2222 

•  • 

41 

10203 

9812 

391 

Marlborough 

1162 

1130 

•  • 

32 

5494 

5412 

82 

Melksham 

993 

1012 

19 

9  9 

4480 

4439 

41 

Mere  . . 

1357 

1258 

•  • 

99 

5762 

5210 

552 

Pewsey 

2678 

2573 

•  • 

105 

11713 

11209 

504 

Ramsbury 

1877 

1744 

•  • 

133 

8023 

7093 

930 

Salisbury 

2706 

2797 

91 

9  9 

12894 

12860 

34 

Tisbury 

1956 

1845 

•  • 

111 

8597 

7714 

883 

Warminster 

1846 

1611 

•  9 

235 

7470 

6234 

•  1236 

Westbury  and 

Whorwellsdown 

} 

1364 

1602 

238 

9  9 

5688 

6404 

! 

716 

9  9 

Wilton 

•  • 

1739 

1715 

9  9 

24 

7774 

7467 

*  9 

307 

Tetbury  (Wilts  portion) 

•  • 

82 

79 

9  9 

3 

430 

358 

9  9 

72 

Totals 

•  •  • 

36235 

36069 

849 

1015 

162340 

158757 

2941 

6524 

10 


The  population  at  various  periods  of  the  County  has  been  as  follows: — 


1801 

...  183,820 

1861 

...  249,311 

1811 

...  191,853 

1871 

...  257,177 

1821 

...  219,574 

1881 

...  258,965 

1831 

...  237,244 

1891 

...  264,997 

1841 

...  256,280 

1901 

...  271,372 

1851 

...  254,221 

The  population 

of  Westbury  is  for  the  first  time  treated  as  Urban,  making  an  allow 

for  this  the  net  increase  in  the  Urban  population  is  13723, instead  of  17023,  and  the  net  decrease 
in  the  Rural  population  is  13723,  instead  of  17023,  and  the  net  decrease  in  the  Rural  population 
is  only  3573  instead  of  6873. 


During  the  ten  years  1891-1900,  there  were  68,931  births  in  the  County  of  Wiltshire, 
and  40774  deaths:  the  total  natural  increase  of  the  population,  or  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was 
thus  28157.  The  total  increase  of  population  as  shown  by  the  recent  census  was  10,150,  therefore 
18,007  persons  must  have  emigrated  or  left  the  County  during  the  ten  years. 


Last  year  I  gave  the  population  of  the  County  as  estimated  by  the  various  Medical 
Officers,  and  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  estimation.  At  the  time  of  writing, 
only  the  unconnected  enumeration  of  the  population  has  been  published,  which  gives  the  total 
population  as  271372  for  the  Administrative  County.  But  there  is  some  doubt  whether 
the  Administrative  County  as  given  by  the  Registrar  General  exactly  corresponds  with  the 
Administrative  County  under  the  Wilts  County  Council,  as  amended  by  the  various  boundary 
revisions,  it  will  therefore  be  necessary  that  the  figures  for  the  individual  parishes  be  examined 
before  a  correct  estimation  of  our  population  can  be  arrived  at.  In  many  of  the  Counties  of 
England  and  Wales,  the  figures  for  each  Registration  District  and  Parish  were  published  during 
the  month  of  May,  but  the  figures  for  only  one  or  two  of  the  Wiltshire  District  are  available 
at  present.  The  Birth  and  Death  Rates  and  Rates  of  Incidence  of  Disease,  &c.,  based  on 
such  unreliable  data,  are  of  very  little  value.  Some  of  the  rates  given  by  the  Medical  Officers 
were  incorrect  even  upon  the  data  given.  I  propose  when  the  corrected  returns  of  the  Census 
are  available,  to  issue  supplementary  tables  giving  the  corrected  rates  for  the  various  Districts. 


Births. 

There  were  6613  births  registered  in  the  administrative  County  during  the  year  1900, 
and  of  these  3831  were  births  in  Rural  Districts,  and  2782  were  births  in  Urban  Districts. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  average  Birth-rate  of  the  whole  Administrative  County 
per  1000  of  population  for  the  years  1890-1900,  and  for  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  for  the 
years  1893-1900,  together  with,  for  purposes  of  comparison,  the  corresponding  rates  for  England 
and  Wales,  and  for  the  33  large  towns  in  England  : — 
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DISTRICTS. 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

189 

8 

1899 

1900 

Administrative 

County...  ••• 

27-5 

27-8 

27*0 

27-9 

26-r 

26-8 

26'4 

25-7 

25*( 

) 

24-69 

24-37* 

Urban  Districts 

t  • 

27-9 

29-2 

28-3 

25-2 

25( 

;» 

24-47 

24-70** 

Rural  Districts 

26*3 

25-3 

25-4 

25-4 

24*5 ' 

24*1 

3 

24  74 

24-13*** 

England  and 

Wales  . 

30-2 

31-4 

30-5 

30  8 

29-6 

30-T 

29-7 

29-7 

29-4 

29*3 

28-9 

Large  Towns 

in  England  ... 

30-4 

32-5 

318 

31-8 

30-6 

31  2 

30-7 

30  7 

30-3 

30-2 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Birth-rate  of  the  County  in  the  combined  Urban 
Districts  and  the  combined  Rural  Districts  has  been,  and  still  is,  considerably  below  the  average 
for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Birth-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts  from  273  per  1000  population  in  the 
Devizes  District,  to  16  6  in  the  Marlborough  District.  In  the  Rural  Districts  the  variation  was 
between  27 ‘9  in  the  Ramsbury  District  and  1 6'5  per  1000  in  the  Warminster  District. 

*  Calculated  upon  the  1901  Census  population  of  271372. 

*  *  Calculated  upon  the  1901  Census  Urban  population  of  112615. 

*  *  *  Calculated  upon  the  1901  Census  Rural  population  of  158757. 


as  follows 


The  Birth-rates  of  the  several  Urban  Districts  as  given  by  the  Medical  Officers  were 


Devizes 

Per  1000  of 
population. 

...  27-3 

Warminster 

Per  1000  of 
population. 

...  23-5 

Caine 

...  26-9 

Chippenham 

...  23-3 

Swindon 

...  26-3 

Trowbridge 

...  18-6 

Salisbury 

...  25-7 

Wilton 

...  17-4 

Melksham 

...  25-4 

Bradford-on-Avon  ... 

...  17T 

Malmesbury 

...  25-3 

Marlborough 

...  16-6 

Westbury 

...  24-5 

The  Rural  Districts  Birth-rates  were  as  follows : — 


Ramsbury 

Per  1000  of 
population. 

...  27-9 

Mere 

Per  1000  of 
population. 

...  22-4 

High  worth 

...  27-8 

Tetbury  (Wilts  Portion) 

...  22-3 

Chippenham 

...  27-2 

Malmesbury 

...  22-3 

Devizes 

...  25-3 

Caine 

...  21-9 

Marlborough 

...  24-6 

Wilton 

...  21-8 

Pewsey 

...  24”5 

Tisbury 

...  20-5 

Cricklade  &  Wootton  Bassett 

...  24-2 

Salisbury 

...  20-0 

Amesbury 

...  23-55 

Bradford-on-Avon  ... 

...  19-4 

Melksham 

...  23-8 

Warminster 

...  16-5 

Westbury  &  Whorwellsdown 

...  22-8 

Although  there  were  10  more  Births  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  Wiltshire  in  1900  than 
in  1899,  there  were  280  fewTer  Births  in  the  Administrative  County  than  in  1899,  as  there  were 
290  fewer  Births  in  the  Rural  Districts.  Westbury  is  for  the  first  time  treated  as  an  Urban 
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j.  • 

District ;  if  the  8j2  Births  occurring  there  were  transferred  to  the  Rural  District,  &c.,  it  would 
show  as  compare^  with  1899,  that  there  was  a  falling  off  of  72  in  the  Urban  Births.  The  Birth¬ 
rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1900  was  28  9  per  1000  of  the  population,  which  is  lower  than  in 
any  other  year  on  record.  Compared  with  the  average  in  the  10  years  1890-99,  the  Birth¬ 
rate  in  1900  shows  a  decrease  of  1*2  per  1000. 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  the  Administrative  County  in  1900  was  3967. 
The  natural  increase  of  population  (excess  of  Births  over  Deaths)  was  2646. 

The  Death-rate  for  the  Administrative  County  was  1 4*61  per  1000  of  the  population  ; 
for  the  combined  Urban  Districts  13  00  per  1000;  for  the  combined  Rural  Districts  1 5  75  per 
1000.  There  was  a  considerable  difference  in  the  Death-rates  of  the  various  Districts,  the  range 
in  the  Urban  Districts  being  from  203  per  1000  in  Westbury  to  6  3  per  1000  in  Wilton.  The 
Death-rate  for  Westbury  is  above  the  average  for  England  and  Wales.  In  the  Rural  Districts 
the  Death-rate  varied  from  20  4  in  Devizes  District  to  110  in  Caine  District.  In  the  year  1899, 
Devizes  and  Caine  Districts  were  the  highest  and  lowest  respectively. 

The  average  Death-rate  of  the  whole  Administrative  County  per  1000  of  population,  and 
of  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  respectively,  for  the  years  1890-1900,  is  shown  in 
the  following  Table,  together  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  for  the 
33  large  towns  in  England,  taken  from  the  Registrar  General’s  Returns  : — 


DISTRICTS. 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

Administrative 
County . 

16-2 

16-9 

17-8 

160 

15-4 

15-9 

13-8 

14-8 

14-4 

15-76 

14-61* 

Urban  Districts  ... 

15-6 

15-2 

14-8 

13-7 

13-2 

131 

15-44 

13  00** 

Rural  Districts  ... 

16*3 

15-9 

15-6 

130 

13-9 

15-5 

15  97 

15-75*** 

England  and 

Wales  . 

19-5 

20-2 

190 

19-2 

16-6 

18-7 

17-1 

17-4 

17-6 

18-3 

18-3 

Town  Districts 
in  England 

21-6 

22-4 

20-6 

21-5 

18  0 

20-5 

18-9 

190 

18  3 

20-2 

18-1 

Country  Districts 
of  England 
and  Wales  ... 

17-4 

18-5 

181 

17-4 

15-6 

170 

15-3 

15-8 

160 

17  1 

17-5 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Death-rate  of  the  County  compares  very 
favourably  with  the  average  for  England  and  Wales,  as  also  does  the  combined  Urban  Death- 
rate  with  that  of  the  large  towns  and  the  Rural  Death-rate  with  that  of  the  Country  Districts 
of  England  and  Wales. 

*  Calculated  upon  the  1901  Census  population  of  271372. 

*  *  Calculated  upon  the  1901  Census  Urban  population  of  112615. 

*  *  *  Calculated  upon  the  1901  Census  Rural  population  of  158757. 

In  the  Urban  Districts  there  were  285  fewer  deaths  registered  than  in  1899.  There 
was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  mortality  amongst  young  children,  there  being  117  fewer 
deaths  under  1  year,  and  69  fewer  deaths  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years.  There  was  a 
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decrease  of  1  in  the  number  of  deaths  between  5  and  15  years,  1  between  15  an< 
a  decrease  of  111  in  the  number  of  deaths  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 
increase  of  14  deaths  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65.  There  was  a  decrease  in  t 
of  deaths  from  all  causes  in  all  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  there  were  146  fewer  deaths  registered  than  in  1899.  Here  also 
there  was  a  decrease  in  the  mortality  amongst  young  children,  there  being  56  fewer  deaths 
under  1  year,  32  less  between  1  and  5  years.  There  were  3  more  deaths  between  the  ages  of  5 
and  15  years  ;  3  more  between  the  15  and  25  years ;  and  22  more  between  the  ages  of  25  and 
65  years.  There  was  a  decrease  of  86  over  the  age  of  65  years.  There  was  an  increase  in  the 
total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  in  the  Amesbury,  Devizes,  Malmesbury,  Marlborough, 
Mere,  Pewsey,  Tisbury,  and  Wilton  Rural  Districts,  and  a  decrease  in  all  the  other  Districts. 

W  ith  regard  to  the  Urban  Districts,  there  was  only  one  whose  Death-rate  exceeded  the 
average  for  England  and  Wales,  viz.  :  Westbury. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  there  were  two  whose  Death-rates  exceeded  the  average  for 
England  and  Wales,  viz.  :  Rams  bury  and  Devizes. 

Number  of  Deaths  at  all  ages. 


Arranged  in  the  order  of  their  Death-rates,  the  Urban  Districts  stand  thus  : — 


Per  1000  of 

Per  1000  of 

population. 

population. 

Wilton 

...  6-3 

Chippenham 

13*64 

Melksham 

...  10-0 

Bradford-on- Avon 

14-1 

Swindon 

...  10T 

Warminster 

14-2 

Marlborough 

...  10-9 

Salisbury 

16T 

Caine 

...  12-5 

Malmesbury 

18-0 

Devizes 

...  13-2 

Westbury 

20-3 

Trowbridge 

...  13-6 

Arranged  in 

order  of  their  Death-rates,  the  Rural  Districts  stand  as  follows 

•  _ _ 

9 

Per  1000  of 

Per  1000  of 

population. 

population. 

Caine 

...  u-o 

Marlborough 

15-1 

Bradford-on- Avon 

...  12  T 

Cricklade  &  Wootton  Bassett 

15-2 

Tetbury  (Wilts  Portion)  ...  12 T 

Westbury  &  Whorwellsdown 

15-2 

Melksham 

...  13T 

Wilton 

15-4 

Malmesbury 

...  13-7 

Mere 

16-5 

Highworth 

...  14-2 

Chippenham 

16-6 

Salisbury 

...  14-3 

Amesbury 

18-0 

Tisbury 

...  14-7 

Ramsbury 

19-5 

Warminster 

...  14-8 

Devizes 

20-4 

Pewsey 

...  15-0 

1  25  years,  and 
There  was  an 
lie  total  number 


Infantile  Mortality. — The  Death-rate  of  infants  during  the  year  1900  in  the  adminis¬ 
trative  County  was  more  favourable  than  the  year  preceding.  The  mean  infantile  mortality 
Death-rate  per  1000  births  for  the  years  1890-1899  was  101 ’4  for  the  County. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  average  infantile  Death-rate  for  the  County  per  1000 
births  for  the  years  1890-1900,  together  with,  for  purposes  of  comparison,  the  corresponding 
rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  for  the  33  large  towns,  taken  from  the  Registrar  General’s 
Returns  : — 
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DISTRICTS. 

: 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

Administrative 
County . 

98 

100 

111 

98 

103 

102 

88 

113 

100 

11605 

94-0 

Urban  Districts 

•  • 

«  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  t 

•  • 

•  • 

110 

147-54 

95-6 

Rural  Districts  .. 

■ 

•  e 

•  » 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

#  • 

•  • 

•  • 

93 

94-87 

115-7 

England  and 

Wales  . 

151 

149 

148 

159 

137 

161 

148 

156 

161 

163 

154-0 

Large  Towns 
in  England  .. 

• 

171 

167 

163 

181 

152 

182 

168 

176 

178 

181 

1720 

Rural  England 
and  Wales 

• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

124 

1380 

From  the  above  it  will  be  observed  that  the  mean  rate  for  the  years  1890-1900  for  the 
County,  compares  very  favourably  with  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths  under  one  year. 


Arranged 

in  order  of  their  Infantile 

Mortality  Rates,  the 

Urban  Districts  stand 

follows  : — 

Per  1000 

Per  1000 

Births. 

Births. 

Caine 

•  •  • 

...  53  T 

Salisbury 

...  103-6 

Melksham 

•  •  • 

...  67-0 

Trowbridge 

...  106-8 

Wilton 

•  •  • 

...  73-0 

Bradford-on- Avon 

...  139-0 

Chippenham 

•  •  • 

...  81-85 

Malmesbury 

...  144-0 

Devizes 

•  •  • 

...  88-7 

Marlborough 

...  180-0 

Warminster 

•  •  • 

...  93-0 

Westbury 

...  207-3 

Swindon 

•  •  • 

...  101-1 

The  Rural  Districts,  in  r 

espect  of  their  Infantile  Mortality  Rates,  stand  thus  : — 

Per  1000 

Per  1000 

Births. 

Births. 

Melksham 

•  •  • 

...  28-5 

Bradford-on- Avon 

...  85-7 

Mere 

•  •  • 

...  33-8 

Marlborough 

...  88-9 

Ramsbury 

•  •  • 

...  64-5 

Chippenham 

...  94-8 

Devizes  ... 

•  •  • 

...  66-8 

Wilton 

...  101-0 

Salisbury 

•  •  • 

...  69-5 

Highworth 

...  102-0 

Cricklade  &  Wootton  Bassett 

...  69-6 

Westbury  &  Whorwellsdown  ...  115 -3 

Caine 

•  •  • 

...  73-0 

Warminster 

...  120-0 

Tisbury  ... 

,  •  •  • 

...  79-0 

Tetbury 

...  1430 

Malmesbury 

•  •  • 

...  83-0 

Amesbury 

...  ...  166*6 

Pewsey  ... 

•  •  • 

...  84-7 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  above  Table  that  the  only  Districts  which  exceeded  the 
average  for  England  and  Wales  were  the  Marlborough  and  Westbury  Urban  Districts. 

The  subject  of  the  Infantile  Mortality  does  not  appear  to  engage  the  attention  of  some 
of  the  District  Medical  Officers  in  the  County  to  the  extent  that  the  gravity  of  the  subject 
demands. 
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Phthisis  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  Phthisis  in  the  administrative 
County  was  285,  of  these  119  were  registered  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  166  in  the  Rural 
Districts. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  Phthisis  Death-rate  per  1000  of  the  estimjated  population 
for  the  administrative  County,  and  for  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  respectively, 
for  the  11  years  1890-1900. 


AREAS. 

1890 

1891 

1892 

Administrative 

County 

No.  of  Deaths 

Rate  per  1000 

9  9 

1-33 

9  9 

105 

9  9 

1-24 

Combined 

No.  of  Deaths 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Urban  Districts 

Rate  per  1000 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Combined 

No.  of  Deaths 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

Rural  Districts 

Rate  per  1000 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

England  and 
Wales 

Rate  per  1000 

1-682 

1-599 

1-468 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

9  9 

9  9 

302 

245 

216 

275 

269 

285 

M3 

108 

Ml 

•90 

-7 

00 

•99 

•96 

105* 

9  9 

9  9 

134 

108 

78 

109 

108 

119 

9  9 

9  9 

1-28 

1-01 

•72 

00 

C5 

•95 

105** 

9  9 

9  9 

168 

137 

138 

166 

161 

166 

9  9 

9  9 

101 

•82 

•83 

1  01 

•97 

1-Q4*** 

1-468 

1-385 

1-398 

1-307 

1-341 

1-31 

— 

1  33 

*  Calculated  upon  the  1901  Census  population  of  271372. 

*  *  Calculated  upon  the  1901  Census  Urban  population  of  112615. 

*  *  *  Calculated  upon  the  1901  Census  Rural  population  of  158757. 

From  the  above  Table  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  rate  for  the  administrative  County  as 
a  whole  is  greater  than  for  any  year  from  1896  to  1899,  but  is  not  so  high  as  the  1894  rate. 


The  Phthisis  Death-rate  varied  in  the  Urban  Districts  from  0'33  per  1000  of  the 
population  in  Marlborough  to  P68  in  Malmesbury.  In  the  Rural  Districts  the  rate  varied  from 
018  per  1000  of  the  population  in  the  Bradford-on- Avon  District  to  1  *61  per  1000  of  the 
population  in  the  Devizes  District. 

Tuberculosis  has  gradually  come  to  be  recognised  as  an  Infectious  Disease,  and  as  being 
set  up  by  some  substance  which  is  carried  directly  or  indirectly  from  a  patient  or  animal  already 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  to  an  individual  who,  up  to  the  time  of  the  introduction  of  this 
matter  is  free  from  the  disease.  Since  the  proof  of  its  infective  nature  was  first  obtained,  and 
in  a  more  marked  degree  since  its  bacterial  origin  was  fully  demonstrated,  the  discussion  of 
Tuberculosis  has  become  one  of  the  burning  questions  of  the  day,  and  there  is  a  very  general 
appreciation  of  the  necessity  for  taking  energetic  steps  to  rout  the  scourge,  which  has  wrought 
such  havoc  amongst  our  men,  women  and  children,  and  also  amongst  our  cattle. 


During  the  year  374  persons  died  from  Phthisis  and  the  various  forms  of  Tubercular 
disease  in  this  County  ;  giving  a  death-rate  from  this  cause  of  1  *37  per  1000  of  the  population. 
The  deaths  from  Tubercular  Diseases  were  equal  to  9 '42  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes 
in  the  County.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1899  was  10'4  per  cent. 

The  Voluntary  Notification  of  Phthisis  has  been  adopted  in  two  or  three  Districts  in 
the  County  during  the  year,  and  a  number  of  Medical  Officers  have  advised  the  adoption. 


As  an  inducement,  I  offered  where  voluntary  notification  was  adopted,  to  examine  sputa 
from  cases  notified,  for  the  bacillus  Tuberculosis,  free  of  all  charge,  and  to  provide  suitable  tubes 
for  the  collection  of  the  sputa.  Already  between  40  and  50  samples  have  come  in,  and  in  some 
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cases  the  diagnelis  of  Tuberculosis  has  not  been  confirmed  after  several  examinations.  In  other 
cases  where  the  (disease  was  hardly  suspected  the  bacillus  was  found  present  in  large  numbers, 
thus  demonstrating  the  advantages  of  bacteriological  examinations  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the 
disease.  J 

Respiratory  Diseases  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia 
and  Pleurisy  together,  registered  in  the  administrative  County,  amounted  to  656,  of  which  240 
were  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  461  in  the  Rural  Districts. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  Death-rate  from  Respiratory  Diseases  per  1000  of  the 
population  for  the  whole  County  for  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  for  the  years 
1895-1900. 


AREAS. 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths 

763 

561 

591 

621 

794 

656 

County 

Rate  per  1000 

2 82 

2  06 

215 

2  35 

2  84 

2-41 

Combined  Urban 

No.  of  Deaths 

290 

221 

232 

232 

363 

240 

Districts 

Rate  per  1000 

2 78 

219 

214 

2  10 

3  25 

213 

Combined  Rural 

No.  of  Deaths 

473 

337 

359 

389 

431 

416 

Districts 

Rate  per  1000 

285 

2  03 

2  1 

2-34 

2-60 

2-62 

The  Death-rate  for  Respiratory  Diseases  in  the  Urban  Districts  varied  from  0  42  per 
1000  of  the  population  in  Wilton  to  5  09  per  1000  in  Westbury.  In  the  Rural  Districts  it  varied 
from  1T9  per  1000  in  Caine  Rural  District  to  5  52  in  the  Amesbury  Rural  District. 


General  Zymotic  Mortality. — The  total  number  of  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the 
whole  administrative  County  was  201,  of  which  80  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  121  in 
the  Rural  Districts;  under  the  head  of  “ Zymotic”  are  included  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Typhus,  Enteric  Fever,  simple  or  continued  Fever, 
Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery,  and  Cholera, 

The  following  Table  shows  the  total  mortality  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic 
Diseases  for  the  administrative  County,  and  for  the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts 
respectively,  for  the  years  1891-1900  ;  and  also  for  comparative  purposes  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  for  the  years  1891-1900. 


AREAS. 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

Administrative 

No.  of  Deaths 

•  • 

*  • 

•  • 

•  • 

202 

218 

302 

225 

364 

201 

County 

Rate  per  iooo 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

•  • 

•74 

•80 

110 

•81 

1  30 

•74 

- - — . — ^ - 

No.  of  Deaths 

82 

99 

156 

127 

201 

80 

Combined  Urban 

Districts 

I 

Rate  per  iooo 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•78 

•93 

1-44 

115 

1  77 

•71 

| 

Combined/Rural 

Distri<*its 

No.  of  Deaths 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

120 

119 

146 

98 

163 

121 

Rate  per  iooo 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•72 

•71 

•88 

•59 

•98 

•76 

England  ind 
Wales] 

Rate  per  iooo 

1-9 

2  0 

2*5 

1-7 

21 

218 

215 

2-22 

2-21 

1-57 
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It  will.be  observed  that  the  Zymotic  Mortality  was  below  the  average  rate  for  the  year 

1899,  and  was  much  below  the  average  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year 

1900. 

The  Zymotic  Death-rate  in  the  Marlborough,  Chippenham,  Salisbury,  Bradford-on-Avon 
and  Malmesbury  Urban  Districts  exceeded  the  mean  rate  for  the  combined  Urban  Districts,  and 
that  of  Chippenham,  Pewsey,  Malmesbury,  Ramsbury,  Amesbury,  and  Mere,  exceeded  the  mean 
rate  for  the  Rural  Districts,  whilst  Bradford-on-Avon  Urban,  and  Malmesbury  Urban,  and  Mere 
Rural  exceeded  the  mean  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  Zymotic  Mortality  in  former  years  was  very  much  lower  in  the  Rural  than  Urban 
Districts,  but  this  year  the  position  is  reversed. 

Notification  and  Mortality  from  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889,  had  been  adopted  in  every  District  in 
Wiltshire  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Extension  Act,  1899. 
The  latter  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  of  January,  1900,  and  repealed  the  power  given 
under  the  Act  of  1889  to  adopt,  and  made  the  Act  compulsory  throughout  England  and  Wales. 

During  the  year  I  have  received  each  month  from  every  District,  a  return  showing 
the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  in  each  parish  of  the  County,  and  have  published  the 
same  regularly  in  the  County  Notification  Summary,  a  copy  of  which  is  sent  to  each  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  the  Superintendent  of  the  County  Asylum,  &c.,  &c.  The  following  Table  is 
compiled  from  these  returns  with  the  object  of  showing  the  seasonal  rise  and  fall  in  the 
incidence  of  the  various  diseases. 


Monthly  Totals  of  reported  Cases,  1900. 


DISEASES. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

1st 

Q,tr. 

Apl. 

May 

June 

2nd 

Q,tr. 

July 

Aug. 

Sep. 

3rd 

Q,tr. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

4th 

Qtr. 

Year 

1900 

Year 

1899 

Small  Pox 

■  Scarlet  Fever. . 

65 

27 

21 

113 

34 

24 

28 

86 

31 

27 

44 

102 

36 

55 

84 

175 

476 

527 

Diphtheria 

33 

18 

4 

55 

17 

21 

41 

79 

30 

10 

23 

63 

25 

27 

22 

74 

271 

259 

Membranous  Croup. . 

1 

1 

•  • 

2 

5 

5 

7 

2 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

18 

28 

9 

55 

24 

11 

12 

47 

12 

7 

12 

31 

26 

22 

18 

66 

199 

262 

Typhus  Fever. . 

1 

Enteric  Fever. . 

10 

1 

1 

12 

8 

5 

2 

15 

3 

9 

6 

18 

7 

5 

10 

22 

67 

103 

Continued  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

3 

4 

Relapsing  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  • 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

1 

6 

3 

1 

•  • 

;4 

•  • 

1 

3 

4 

17 

15 

Totals 

127 

77 

36 

240 

84 

65 

84 

233 

79 

54 

86 

219 

96 

110 

142 

384 

1040 

1173 

The  figures  in  the  above  Table,  taken  from  the  monthly  returns  of  the  Medical  Officers, 
do  not  compare  with  the  figures  given  by  the  Medical  Officers  on  Table  II  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  Forms,  which  are  tabulated  on  Tables  3a  and  3b  of  this  report.  I  am 
inclined  to  accept  the  figures  in  the  above  Tables  as  the  more  correct. 
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Small  Pox. 

No  cases  of  this  Disease  were  notified.  The  Swindon  Joint  Isolation  Hospital 
Committee  has  provided  a  very  satisfactory  permanent  Hospital  for  isolation  of  this  Disease. 
With  a  large  unvaccinated  population  in  the  County,  the  necessity  for  the  provision  of  further 
Hospital  accommodation  will  inevitably  arise. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

During  the  year  476  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  reported.  Of  these,  228  were  in  the 
Urban  Districts,  and  248  in  the  Rural  Districts,  giving  a  sickness  rate  from  this  disease  of  175 
per  1000  of  the  population  of  the  County.  The  mortality  from  this  disease  was  extremely  low, 
only  3  deaths  being  registered  in  the  whole  County,  viz.  :  1  in  the  Urban  and  2  in  the  Rural 
Districts,  giving  a  mortality  of  063  per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases,  or  a  death-rate  from  this 
cause  of  0  0011  per  1000  of  the  population  of  the  County.  During  the  year  1898  there  were 
646  cases  notified,  with  15  deaths,  the  death-rate  being  0  035  per  1000  of  the  population.  The 
mortality  in  1899  was  2'78  per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases,  and  the  death-rate  0'035  per  1000.  The 
death-rate  from  Scarlet  Fever  in  England  and  Wales  in  1899  and  1900  was  0J2  per  1000.  Thus 
the  rates  for  Wiltshire  compare  very  favourably. 

The  steady  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  and  mortality  from  this  disease  is  entirely 
due  to  the  efforts  of  the  Sanitary  Authorities  to  obtain  isolation  of  first  cases.  It  is  only  where 
there  is  no  hospital  accommodation  available,  and  home  isolation  is  found  impracticable,  that  the 
disease  has  any  chance  to  spread.  One  or  two  small  outbreaks  in  the  County  were  due  to  the 
existence  of  the  disease  being  concealed.  The  provisions  of  the  Notification  Act,  for  the 
notification  by  the  head  of  the  family,  where  a  medical  man  is  not  in  attendance,  are  seldom  or 
never  observed  in  the  County. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy  eight  cases  were  notified,  of  which  7  were  notified  as 
Membranous  Croup.  Eigty-eight  of  the  cases  were  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  190  in  the  Rural 
Districts.  Forty-seven  deaths  were  registered,  16  in  the  Urban  and  31  in  the  Rural  Districts, 
giving  a  mortality  of  16'9  per  cent,  of  the  cases  notified.  The  death-rate  from  this  cause  for 
the  administrative  County  was  0T73  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  death-rate  from  this 
cause  for  England  and  Wales  was  0‘29  per  1000  for  the  year  1900. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year.  In  addition  to 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  the  disease  which  were  notified,  there  were  more  deaths 
from  this  cause  than  in  1898  or  1899  ;  in  1898  there  were  only  140  cases  notified  with  32  deaths, 
with  a  case  mortality  of  22*8  per  cent.;  in  1899  there  were  260  cases  with  34  deaths,  giving  a  case 
mortality  of  13  07 

The  disease  appears  to  have  been  unusually  prevalent  during  1900  throughout  the 
Country.  Meteorological  conditions  appear  to  have  a  great  influence  on  the  incidence  of  the 
disease,  and  it  has  been  found  that  Diphtheria  most  frequently  occurs  in  cold  and  moderately 
warm  weather.  Very  low  and  very  high  temperature  appear  to  have  a  preventive  effect.  The 
greatest  number  of  cases  coincides  with  the  presence  of  a  large  quantity  of  moisture  in  the 
atmosphere,  low  rain-fall,  few  rainy  days,  raw  and  dull  weather,  with  changes  from  cold  to  warm 
weather.  Although  the  origin  of  Diphtheria  outbreaks  is  often  very  obscure,  there  were 
numerous  examples  during  1900,  apparently  induced  by  bad  drainage,  dampness  and  offensive 
conditions  around  dwellings,  notably  at  Holt,  in  the  Bradford-on- A  von  Rural  District. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever. 

This  disease  did  not  appear  in  epidemic  form  in  any  part  of  the  County  during  the 
year.  Sixty-nine  cases  were  notified,  of  which  37  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts,  and  32  in  the 
Rural  Districts.  Six  of  the  Urban  cases  and  3  of  the  Rural  cases  terminated  fatally,  giving  a 
case  mortality  of  1304  per  cent.  The  death-rate  from  this  cause  was  0  033  per  1000  of  the 
population,  which  compares  very  favourably  with  the  rate  of  017  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Of  the  37  Urban  cases,  26  occurred  in  Swindon,  with  5  deaths  :  Taking  the  population 
at  48000  as  estimated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  this  would  give  054  cases  per  1000  of 
the  population,  a  case  mortality  of  19  23  per  cent.,  and  a  death-rate  of  0104  per  1000.*  Two 
cases  each  occurred  at  Chippenham,  Malmesbury  and  Trowbridge,  and  one  each  at  Bradford-on- 
Avon,  Caine,  Marlborough  and  Warminster,  the  Marlborough  case  terminated  fatally.  In  the 
Rural  Districts,  9  cases  (2  deaths)  Chippenham,  6  cases  Highworth,  3  cases  (1  death)  Cricklade 
and  Wootton  Bassett,  3  cases  Malmesbury,  2  each  Amesbury,  Bradford-on- Avon  and  Pewsey, 
and  1  each  Devizes,  Mere,  Ramsbury  and  Westbury. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

There  were  19  cases  notified — 7  in  the  Urban  Districts  and  12  in  the  Rural  Districts. 
Two  of  the  Urban  cases  and  6  of  the  Rural  cases  died.  One  death  occurred  at  Salisbury,  but 
the  case  does  not  appear  to  have  been  notified. 

Measles. 

This  disease  was  very  prevalent  throughout  the  County,  and  in  consequence  a  number 
of  Public  Elementary  Schools  were  closed.  Fifteen  deaths  occurred  in  the  Urban  Districts,  viz.  : 
Malmesbury  2,  Marlborough  1,  Salisbury  3,  Swindon  6,  Trowbridge  2,  Warminster  1.  In  the 
Rural  Districts  28  deaths  occurred,  viz.  :  Amesbury  1,  Chippenham  2,  Devizes  2,  Highworth  3, 
Malmesbury  6,  Mere  5,  Salisbury  1,  Tisbury  5,  Warminster  3. 

The  death-rate  for  the  combined  Urban  Districts  from  this  cause  was  0T3  per  1000, 
for  the  combined  Rural  Districts  0T7  per  1000,  for  the  whole  County  0T5  per  1000,  whilst  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0'39  per  1000. 

Whooping  Cough. 

This  disease  was  not  nearly  so  prevalent  as  in  recent  years.  In  1899  there  were  72 
deaths  in  the  County  from  this  cause,  whilst  in  1900  there  were  only  19.  The  death-rate  for  the 
County  in  1899  was  0  25,  in  1900  it  was  0  068  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1900  was 
034. 

Diarrhcea. 

This  disease  was  less  fatal  than  in  1899  ;  only  67  deaths  occurring,  equal  to  a  death- 
rate  of  0’24  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1900  was  0'69 
per  1000. 

In  the  Urban  Districts  the  greatest  mortality  was  at  Salisbury,  where  the  death-rate 
from  this  cause  was  0-5 8. 

In  the  Rural  Districts  of  Marlborough,  Melksham,  Mere,  Salisbury,  Tisbury, 
Warminster,  and  Tetbury  there  were  no  deaths  registered  from  this  cause. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhcea  for  the  past  8 

years. 


1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

Combined  Urban  Districts 

45 

21 

42 

24 

32 

66 

110 

34 

„  Rural  „ 

25 

13 

33 

27 

35 

33 

57 

33 

Administrative  County 

70 

34 

75 

51 

67 

99 

167 

67 

*The  actual  population  being  only  44996,  the  correct  rates  would  be  0*57  cases  per  1000,  case  mortality  19*23 
per  cent.,  and  Death  Rate  0*111  per  1000. 
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Epidemic  Diarrhoea  is  principally  a  disease  of  towns  or  crowded  areas.  It  has  been 
found  that  the  greater  the  density  of  Buildings,  the  greater  the  mortality,  probably  due  to  lack 
of  ventilation  and  light,  and  with  these,  uncleanliness  is  usually  associated.  In  so  many  towns 
the  keeping  of  fowls,  pigs  and  other  domestic  animals  in  confined  yards  causes  organic  pollution 
of  the  soil,  and  is  a  potent  factor  in  causing  the  disease. 

Maternal  ignorance  and  neglect  conduce  to  a  high  mortality.  Infants  entirely  breast¬ 
fed  are  almost  exempt  from  Diarrhoea,  while  bottle-fed  infants  suffer  most,  especially  among  the 
very  poor. 

Isolation  Hospital  Accommodation. 

No  new  Hospitals  have  been  built  during  the  year. 

The  Chippenham  Joint  Hospital  has  come  into  use. 

The  small  Hospital  at  Malmesbury  has  also  been  used. 

The  plans  for  the  extension  of  the  Swindon  and  High  worth  Joint  Hospital,  after  very 
great  delay,  have  received  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  Devizes  Joint  Hospital  Committee  received  a  large  number  of  plans  in  their 
competition,  but  up  to  the  present  they  are  not  sufficiently  advanced  to  apply  for  a  loan. 

The  Trowbridge  Joint  Committee  have  advertised  for  plans. 

The  Marlborough  Urban  and  Rural  Authorities  appear  to  have  come  to  an  arrangement 
amongst  themselves  to  enlarge  the  Hospital  for  their  joint  use. 

There  seems  to  be  some  slight  prospect  of  the  various  Councils  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  County,  where  no  isolation  accommodation  is  at  present  provided,  taking  the  question  into 
their  consideration. 

Caine  Hospital  was  largely  used  during  the  year.  The  arrangements  were  found  upon 
inspection  not  to  be  quite  satisfactory,  and  a  special  report  was  presented  by  me  upon  the  subject. 

Disinfection. 

This  appears  to  be  receiving  more  attention  in  the  various  Districts;  but  with  the 
primitive  arrangements  in  use  by  the  majority  of  the  Rural  and  Urban  Authorities  in  the 
County,  the  work  cannot  be  said  to  be  satisfactorily  carried  out.  A  new  small  steam  disinfector 
has  been  erected  in  connection  with  the  Chippenham  Hospital. 


Water  Supply. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important  subjects,  and  seriously  affects  the  welfare  of  the 
County.  In  the  Urban  Districts,  as  in  the  Rural,  the  demands  for  water  are  increasing,  and  the 
majority  of  the  supplies  show  little  or  no  sign  of  increase. 

Urban  Districts. 

Bradford-on- Avon.  The  new  adit  has  proved  a  great  success,  and  the  supply  can 
now  be  considered  ample,  but  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  increase  the  capacity  of  the 
filters,  &c. 

Caine,  Water  supplied  by  a  company,  but,  from  some  cause  there  is  insufficient 
pressure  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  town,  and  there  is  great  and  just  cause  of  complaint.  An 
effort  was  being  made  by  the  Corporation  to  acquire  the  works.  The  water  supplied  is  very 
good,  but  exceedingly  hard. 

Chippenham.  This  may  be  considered  perhaps  the  most  satisfactory  of  all  Urban 
supplies  in  the  County,  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity. 

Devizes.  The  demand  appears  to  be  increasing,  and  the  supply  decreasing,  at  any  rate 
the  question  of  augmenting  the  supply  is  receiving  serious  consideration. 
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Malmesbury.  Since  I  interviewed  the  Directors  of  the  Company  last  year,  the  supply 
has  been  “constant,”  and  more  care  is  taken  to  insure  its  purity.  Arbitration  proceedings  for  the 
purchase  of  the  undertaking  by  the  Corporation  have  been  instituted. 

Marlborough.  From  the  Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report  it  appears  that  bacteriological 
examinations  made  on  several  occasions,  have  indicated  some  pollution,  though  not  of  a  dangerous 
character,  most  probably  at  the  well  itself. 

Melksham.  The  supply  is  derived  from  the  Trowbridge  Water  Company,  and  has  been 
“constant.” 

Salisbury.  The  results  of  a  number  of  analyses,  appear  to  show  more  variation  of 
the  constituents  than  is  usual  in  waters  derived  from  similar  unpolluted  sources.  There  are 
several  soaking  cess-pits  in  the  chalk  situated  on  the  borders  of  the  Urban  District,  and  the  City 
Authorities,  in  order  to  safe-guard  their  water  supply,  should  offer  facilities  for  taking  this 
sewage,  as  sewage  has  been  known  to  travel  for  considerable  distances  through  fissures  in  the 
chalk. 

Swindon.  The  supply  for  this  town  although  of  good  quality,  is  quite  insufficient  for 
many  months  in  the  year,  and  has  to  be  augmented  by  water  brought  in  trucks  from  Kemble  by 
the  Great  Western  Railway  Company,  and  pumped  into  the  mains  at  a  charge  of  Is.  3d.  per 
1000  gallons.  The  augmentation  of  the  water  supply  is  a  crying  need,  and  should  receive  the 
earliest  possible  and  most  earnest  attention  of  the  new  Corporation,  and  should  not  be  put  aside 
by  other  schemes  not  of  such  a  pressing  nature. 

Trowbridge.  The  character  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Company  has  altered,  and  is 
slightly  softer.  It  is  now  chiefly  pumped  from  a  well  in  the  upper  green  sand,  the  supply  from 
the  chalk,  which  was  contemplated  when  Parliamentary  powers  wTere  obtained,  has  become 
considerably  reduced,  and  the  whole  of  the  water  cannot  be  supplied  by  gravitation.  The 
boiler  and  pumping  power  has  been  augmented,  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  storage 
or  service  reservoir  should  be  enlarged,  as  it  does  not  hold  anything  like  one  day’s  supply. 
Parliament  would  not  now  sanction  Waterworks,  where  the  supply  is  derived  from  wells,  without 
insisting  upon  a  reservoir,  between  the  pumps  and  the  consumer,  to  contain  two  or  three  or  more 
days’  supply. 

Warminster.  The  supply  still  continues  satisfactory  as  regards  quantity  and  quality. 
It  is  proposed  to  put  in  new  turbines  to  increase  the  pumping  power.  A  loan  has  been  asked 
for  this  purpose. 

Westbury.  For  various  reasons  there  has  been  considerable  delay  in  the  construction 
of  these  works.  They  are  now  approaching  completion,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  water  will  be 
available  during  the  latter  end  of  this  summer. 

Wilton.  This  supply  has  been  abundant,  and  when  it  was  examined  it  was  found  of 
excellent  quality. 

Rural  Water  Supply. 

If  the  water  supply  of  Rural  Districts  is  one  of  the  crying  needs  of  the  time,  and 
about  this  I  think  there  can  be  little  doubt,  it  cannot  be  said  that  it  is  due  to  a  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  legislature  to  appoint  proper  Authorities  to  look  after  it.  In  regard  to  some  other 
matters  of  sanitary  importance,  the  difficulty  consists  in  finding  anybody  to  whom  the  respon¬ 
sibility  for  neglect  can  be  brought  home,  but  in  the  case  of  the  insufficiency  of  quality  or 
quantity  in  a  Rural  water  supply,  the  Rural  District  Council  is  directly  responsible,  as  under  the 
Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  the  duty  is  imposed  upon  all  Rural  District  Councils  of  seeing 

“  That  every  occupied  dwelling  house  within  their  District  has  within  a  reasonable  distance  an 
available  supply  of  wholesome  water  sufficient  for  the  consumption  and  use  for  domestic  purposes 
of  the  inmates  of  the  house.” 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  these  Councils  possess  full  powers  to  construct  waterworks,  lay 
mains, &c.  Parish  Councils  are  empowered  under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894,  to  utilise  any  well 
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spring  or  stream  within  the  parish,  and  to  provide  facilities  for  obtaining  water  therefrom,  also 
to  purchase  land  by  agreement  for  water  supply  purposes.  In  the  event  of  any  neglect  on  the 

part  of  the  District  Council  being  proved,  a  third  Authority  is  brought  upon  the^ scene _ the 

County  Councd  being  empowered  to  carry  out  the  needful  works,  or  to  appoint  some  person  to 
perform  the  duty  But  the  usefulness  of  the  County  Council  in  this  respect,  is  in  most  cases 
thwarted  by  the  fact  that  the  County  Council  can  only  be  set  in  motion  by  the  Parish  Council 
under  section  16  of  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1894,  and  in  so  many  instances  these  Councils 
are  prevented  from  asking  the  assistance  of  the  County  Council,  by  the  action  of  small  owners 
class  property  most  in  need  of  a  good  water  supply,  who  get  themselves  elected  upon 
these  Councils,  and  when  the  question  of  spending  any  money  for  the  purpose  of  water  supply 
crops  up,  they  frighten  their  fellow  members  with  the  cry  that  the  cost  will  be  enormous  and 
that  the  people  cannot  afford  to  pay.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  single  instance  in  the  Country 
where  a  proper  water  -supply  has  been  provided  for  a  village,  that  it  has  been  found  that  the 
burden  of  paying  for  it  is  an  insuperable  one,  indeed  it  was  clearly  shown  by  a  paper  read  by 
one  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Local  Government  Board  last  year,  that  the  only  villages  where 
there  was  any  increase  in  the  rateable  value,  or  increase  in  prosperity,  were  those  in  which  a 
pure  water  supply,  and  efficient  means  of  dealing  with  domestic  filth  existed. 

or  i  Government  Board  has  sanctioned  a  loan  for  an  experimental  well  at  Great 

Sherston,  but  legal  and  other  difficulties  have  delayed  the  commencement  of  the  work.  The 
water  supplies  of  several  Rural  parishes  have  been  improved  by  private  enterprise  but  there  is 
still  a  great  want  of  a  pure  water  supply  in  the  northern  and  eastern  parts  of’  the  County. 

Space  will  not  allow  me  to  deal  with  each  of  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  as 
regards  their  water  supply,  but  I  hope  to  have  at  least  a  portion  of  my  detailed  report  upon  the 
sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  County  ready  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

p  l  u  The  Medlcal  9®c?r  ^  ^  High  worth  Rural  District  in  his  admirable  report  for  1900 
has  dealt  with  each  parish  m  lnS  District ;  it  would  be  very  advantageous  if  the  Medical  Officers 

o  some  of  the  other  Rural  Districts  would  obtain  copies  of  this  report,  and  would  arrange  their 
reports  upon  the  same  lines.  & 

Sewerage,  Sewage  Disposal  and  Pollution  of  Rivers. 

,  .  A  ^reaf  d1al  has  been  d°n ®  m  thfe  way  ot>  discussion  and  preparation  during  the  year 
but  no  new  works  have  been  earned  out  with  the  exception  of  Warminster,  wherAhe  works 
are  approaching  completion.  ’  c  ' UI 

With  the  growth  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  in  the  County,  it  is  obvious  that  ree-ular 
and  systematic  inspections  will  have  to  be  made  of  the  effluents  from  such  works  to  ensure  that 

"“8e  ”  no‘  r'8“'"  -  *  ““'p1””  «'>  “ 

.  ,,  Another  point  that  should  receive  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
L-  undoubted  necessity  for  some  system  of  inspection  upon  the  completion  of  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  constructed  out  of  Loans.  The  Board  takes  infinite  trouble  with  a  schenm  before  the 

“tZ  01  f  L°aU  vv  y|ante,d>  but  once  granted  takes  no  steps  to  see  that  the  works  are  carried 
out  m  accordance  with  the  plans  as  sanctioned.  There  are  instances  in  this  County  where  the 

ten  wait  5eandthe  ffi™  ^  ^  W|th°U*  the  sanction  of  tbe  Board,  and  whe7e  monel  ha 
been  wasted  and  the  efficiency  of  the  works  reduced  in  consequence.  ^ 

Urban  Districts. 

,ot “■  “h~*  h“  b“  ^ 

.fluent  i“dn Jk“*  W“k‘  “  *  entisfnetory  conditio,,,  „d  .  [„ir|v  g„d 
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Chippenham.  The  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  river  by  a  number  of  out-fall  sewers. 
There  is  no  treatment  other  than  that  of  small  catch-pits.  In  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of 
water  in  the  river  during  the  summer  months,  a  serious  nuisance  is  produced.  A  special  report 
was  presented  by  me  on  this  subject. 

Devizes.  This  Authority  is  considering  whether  they  will  adopt  the  septic  tank  system 
or  the  “  Sutton  Contact  Bed  System.”  They  have  consulted  engineers  respecting  both  systems 
and  they  are  now  considering  their  reports. 

Malmesbury.  The  sewage  is  still  discharged  into  the  river.  If  the  report  has  been 
received  from  the  engineer  consulted  by  this  Authority  it  has  not  apparently  been  made  public. 

Marlborough.  The  construction  of  these  works  has  been  delayed  for  various  reasons 
but  now  there  is  every  prospect  of  the  works  being  completed  at  a  reasonable  date. 

Melksham.  The  sewage  is  discharged  direct  into  the  river.  A  nuisance  exists  in  the 
summer.  Building  operations  in  the  town  are  seriously  retarded  from  want  of  efficient  sewers. 

Salisbury.  It  has  been  decided  to  construct  new  disposal  works  without  applying  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  a  loan.  It  is  probable  that  the  Salisbury  Town  Council  are 
unwise  in  taking  this  course,  as  past  experience  has  proved  in  more  instances  than  one  that 
incomplete  schemes  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  are  most  expensive  in  their  working. 

Swindon.  A  loan  was  sanctioned  for  increased  filters,  &c.,  at  Old  Swindon,  but  works 
wrere  suspended  in  consequence  of  the  formation  of  the  new  borough. 

Trowbridge.  The  details  of  this  scheme  are  not  yet  complete.  It  is  greatly  to  be 
hoped  that  before  the  completion  of  the  year  1901  that  a  complete  scheme  will  be  laid  before  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  that  no  delay  will  occur  in  the  execution  of  the  works. 

Warminster.  These  works  are  approaching  completion  and  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  some  variation  in  the  method  of  treatment  will  have  to  be  introduced. 

Westbury.  Few  sewers  and  no  sewage  disposal  works  exist.  A  scheme  of  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  will  be  absolutely  necessary  for  this  town  directly  the  water  works  are 
completed. 

Wilton.  Two  new  inspection  chambers  have  been  built  where  the  sewer  passes  through 
Wilton  Park,  and  will  be  of  great  service  in  keeping  the  channel  clear.  Since  the  ventilating 
shaft  at  the  top  of  Ditchampton  has  been  converted  into  a  lamp  there  have  been  no  complaints 
of  smell,  and  the  ventilation  of  the  sewer  is  much  more  perfect  than  it  was  before. 

Rural  Districts. 

Brad, ford-on- Avon.  A  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  the  village  of  Holt  has  at  last  been 
produced,  and  is  now  before  the  Local  Government  Board  awaiting  sanction. 

Caine.  No  new  sewerage  works  appear  to  to  have  been  carried  out  in  this  District,  and 
neither  do  they  appear  to  be  necessary. 

Chippenham.  The  scheme  of  sewerage  for  the  Woodlands  District  is  complete  as  far 
as  the  laying  of  sewers  is  concerned,  but  none  of  the  disposal  works  are  constructed,  and  the 
sewage  was  turned  into  a  field  without  treatment,  and  a  serious  nuisance  resulted. 

Devizes.  The  Breach  drainage  works  are  approaching  completion. 

Highworth.  A  Local  Government  Board  enquiry  was  held  in  November  for  a  loan  of 
£11500  for  a  new  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  Stratton  St.  Margaret.  The 
scheme  appears  to  be  hung  up  for  a  time,  as  there  is  some  suggestion  of  extending  the  Swindon 
borough  boundaries. 

Ramsbury.  Complaints  were  received  from  the  Thames  Conservators  of  the  pollution 
of  the  tributaries  of  the  Thames  at  Great  Bedwyn  and  Chilton  Foliat.  As  the  land-owners 
have  promised  to  construct  some  disposal  works,  the  necessity  for  an  expensive  scheme  of 
sewerage  for  these  villages  has  for  a  time  been  avoided. 


I 


24 


Insanitary  Dwellinghouses  and  Overcrowding. 

Tam  lonfr  the  census  returns  just  published-)-,  it  will  be  observed  that  during-  the  10  years 
1891-1901  there  has  been  an  increase  of  3829  in  the  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  the  County 
and  the  population  has  increased  by  10150.  Taking  the  County  as  a  whole  there  were  in  1891 

^Ji  JewT  'iel  l0U'a'i  .m  1901  tbere  were  onIy  4  46  persons  per  house.  In  the  Urban  Districts 
Ju  2|91  *hec.e  wieJ'e  .  84  1 Persons  per  house,  inl901  tiiere  were  only  4-56  persons  per  house.  In 
the  Ruial  Districts  in  1891  there  were  448  persons  per  house,  in  1901  the  number  was  4  40 
per  house.  The  improvement  as  regards  the  Rural  Districts  is  very  slight,  and  when  we  come 
to  examine  the  figures  it  is  found  that  in  some  Districts  there  has  been  a  falling  off  for  instance 
in  Amesbury  District  in  1891  there  were  4  39  persons  per  house,  in  1901  there  were  4  95. 

IT  ,  Overcrowding  with  its  attendant  physical  and  moral  degradation  exists  in  some  of  the 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts  In  the  Rural  Districts  it  is  difficult  to  cope  with,  as  it  has  been 
found  practicably  impossible  to  build  new  houses  at  a  cost  which  will  allow  of  their  beino-  let  at 
the  rents  which  the  Agricultural  Labourer  is  able  to  pay,  and  it  follows  that  the  peopfe  must 
either  leave  the  neighbourhood  or  continue  to  occupy  the  dilapidated  insanitary  dwellings  or 
that  cottages  must  be  erected  under  the  provisions  of  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act  1890,  as  it  is  clearly  established  that  in  a  large  number  of  parishes  there  is  no  prob 

m  a  7 ill®  honf«be“g  built  by  private  enterprise.  From  some  of  the  reports  of  the  District 
Medical  Oftceis  of  Health  it  would  appear  that  attention  has  been  called  to  the  necessity  for  the 
augmentation  and  improvement  of  house  accommodation  for  the  working  classes  from  tin  e  to 
time,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  where  necessary,  early  and  decided  action  will  be  taken. 

TIT  An  apphcation  from  the  Westbury  Rural  District  Council  for  permission  to  adopt  Part 
HI  of  the  Housing  ot  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  is  now  before  the  County  Council 
and  if  a  clear  case  is  made  out  and  the  consent  to  adopt  is  granted,  it  is  to  be  hoped  there  wifi  be 
no  delay  m  the  carrying  out  of  the  Act.  In  most  cases  in  which  Urban  District  Councils  l  ave 
carried  out  the  Act,  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board  as  to  the  nature  and  char- 
acter  of  the  buildings  have  been  of  a  prohibitive  character,  and  such  that  the  buildings  can  by 
o  means  be  made  to  pay  It  is  a  question  for  consideration  whether  under  the  County' Council 
buildings  of  a  sufficiently  substantial  character  to  comply  with  the  ordinary  build  no  bye  awJ 

Xr ' hS*?"  '  toTeTnt 


-DYE-LAWS. 


Bye-laws  for  various  purposes  have  been  adopted  by  several  Authorities  durino-  the 

fawsof  atmkin5y  Hb“imS  *  “  th*  Several  Authorise "S 

“ Model  Bye-laws”  for  new  Streete  and  esperience  that  the 

L^ed8  Xii,  Disttfcs  ^ 

rmeelklT'~  b- ing  7h  Wf  -  a  ™  -dificSL^Withtt 

Rural  District,  J.  Exhaust vel  ^ pZZtnZ  mlfCT  ^  Amesbury 

with  which  they  deal,  the  adaptation  of  theP  various  e^s  to  S  e  sCuto  ^  ^  8ubJeclta 
particular  Districts  involves  ,Lh  labour,  and  Zor^  * 

;Model  Bye-laws  ”  are  too  often  adopted  „  hL,  only 


t  See  Tables  page  9. 
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Smoke  Nuisances. 

These  appear  to  receive  little  attention  by  the  Sanitary  Authorities  of  the  County. 
Trowbridge  is  notably  very  lax.  The  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  sec.  91,  sub-sec.  7,  defines  as  a 
“  Nuisance  ” — - 

“  (7)  Any  fireplace  or  furnace  which  does  not  as  far  as  practicable,  consume  the  smoke  arising 
from  the  combustible  used  therein,  and  which  is  used  for  working  engines  by  steam,  or  in  any  mill, 
factory,  dyehouse,  brewery,  bakehouse,  or  gasworks,  or  in  any  manufacturing  or  trade  process  what¬ 
soever ;  and” 

“  any  chimney  (not  being  the  chimney  of  a  private  dwelling  house)  sending  forth  black  smoke 
in  such  quantity  as  to  be  a  nuisance.” 

“  shall  be  deemed  to  be  nuisances  liable  to  be  dealt  with  summarily  in  manner  provided  by  this  Act.” 

Bake  Houses. 

The  Bake  houses  throughout  the  County  are  as  a  rule  regularly  inspected  and  found  in 
a  satisfactory  condition.  Sec.  34  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1878,  re  Lime-washing, 
painting  and  washing  of  the  interior  of  bake  houses,  now  applies  to  all  bake  houses ;  sec.,  27  of 
the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1895,  repealing  so  much  of  the  section  as  limited  the  operation 
to  cities  and  places  with  a  certain  minimum  population.  The  section  now  reads  as  follows : — 

“  (34)  All  the  inside  walls  of  the  rooms  of  such  bake  house,  and  all  the  ceilings  or  tops  of  such 
rooms  (whether  such  walls,  ceilings,  or  tops  be  plastered  or  not),  and  all  the  passages  and  staircases  of 
such  bake  house  shall  either  be  painted  with  oil  or  varnished  or  be  lime-washed,  or  be  partly  painted  or 
varnished  and  partly  lime-washed  ;  where  painted  with  oil  or  varnished  there  shall  be  three  coats  of 
paint  or  varnish,  and  the  paint  or  varnish  shall  be  renewed  once  at  least  in  every  seven  years,  and  shall 
be  washed  with  hot  water  and  soap  once  at  least  in  every  six  months;  where  lime-washed  the  lime¬ 
washing  shall  be  renewed  once  at  least  in  every  six  months.  A  bake  house  in  which  there  is  any 
contravention  of  this  section  shall  be  deemed  not  to  be  kept  in  conformity  with  this  Act.” 

Slaughter  Houses. 

The  slaughter  houses  throughout  the  County  seem  to  receive  more  attention  from  the 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances,  and  as  a  rule  are  as  well  kept  as  buildings  not  specially  constructed  for 
the  purpose  can  be.  The  provisions  of  sec.  170  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  do  not  appear 
to  be  observed  in  some  of  the  Urban  Districts.  It  is  as  follows  ; — 

“  The  owner  or  occupier  of  any  slaughter  house  licensed  or  registered  under  this  Act  shall,  within 
one  month  after  the  licensing  or  registration  of  the  premises,  affix,  and  shall  keep  undefaced  and  legible 
on  some  conspicuous  place  on  the  premises,  a  notice  with  the  words  ‘  Licensed  slaughterhouse,’  or 
‘  Registered  slaughter  house,’  as  the  case  may  be.  Any  person  who  makes  default  in  this  respect,  or 
who  neglects  or  refuses  to  affix  or  renew  such  notice  after  requisition  in  writing  from  the  Urban  Authority, 
shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  five  pounds  for  every  such  offence,  and  of  ten  shillings  for 
every  day  during  which  such  offence  continues  after  conviction.” 

The  Public  Health  Acts  require  some  amendment  to  provide  for  the  proper  registration 
of  slaughter  houses  in  all  Rural  Districts,  as  these  establishments  should  be  kept  well  under 
control  in  order  to  prevent  local  nuisances  and  to  lessen  the  danger  to  man  through  the  use  as 
food  for  man  of  the  meat  from  diseased  animals.  In  many  villages  buildings  quite  unfit  for  the 
preparation  of  food,  are  used  as  slaughter  houses. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

The  year  was  a  memorable  one  as  regards  activity  under  this  head,  and  “  Regulations  ” 
were  adopted  by  two  Rural  Authorities  ;  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  before  the  end  of  the  year  1901 
the  Authorities  who  have  not  yet  adopted  Regulations  will  do  so. 

There  seems  to  be  a  certain  amount  of  misconception  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
Authorities  and  their  Officers  as  to  Dairy  legislation.  The  provisions  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds 
and  Milkshops  Order  (15th  June,  1885)  and  Amended  Order  of  1st  November,  1886,  apply 
without  “adoption”  to  every  Sanitary  Authority  in  Great  Britain  with  the  force  of  statute  Jaw, 
and  yet  some  Authorities  neglect  to  carry  out  the  law,  giving  as  an  excuse  that  the  “Order”  has 
not  been  “adopted.”  Some  of  the  provisions  are  most  important,  and  those  Authorities  who  fail 
to  enforce  them  are  neglecting  a  statutory  duty. 
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and  pmveyo^s  of  mlk  ine?>ry,  JAuthorit>'  to  keeP  a  ReSis‘er  °f  a»  Cowkeepers,  dairymen, 

It  has  been  unlawTuin  *he,dls‘rlct/nd  ‘°  S™  public  notice  of  such  registration  being  required! 

above  Jthout  be^ng regisferet  “  "  “d  SC°“and  ^  1885  f°F  *ny  person  trada  - 

Articles  7  and  8.  Deal  with  the  construction,  water  supply,  drainage  lighting-  ventilation  air 
space,  and  Sanitary  state  of  all  dairies  and  cowsheds.  “ghting,  ventilation,  air 

been^n^ontac^with165  ^  P<5rS°n  suffering  from  a  danger°us  infectious  disorder,  or  having  recently 

containing  milk  for  sale  o T*™  ^  T®’  fr°m  milking  cows  or  handlinST  any  vessels  used  for 

containing  m  k  tor  sale,  or  in  any  way  take  part  or  assist  in  the  conduct  of  the  trade  or  business  of 

the  cowkeeper,  dairyman,  purveyor  of  milk  or  occupier  of  a  milkstore  or  milkshop 

Article  13.  Empowers  Sanitary  Authorities  to  make  regulations,  that  have  all  the  force  of  Bve 
laws  for  securing  proper  inspection,  &c.  By 

In  some  few  of  the  Districts  in  the  County  the  “Orders”  appear  to  be  carried  out 

BE? “0ld""  -  •“»  »  -  -»  -  ci-,3 


INSPECTORS  OF  NUISANCES. 

,,  .  ,  1"  jhe  n'h('J‘,  County  of  Wilts  there  are  only  two  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  who  devote 

teir  whole  time  to  the  duties,  viz. :  High  worth  Rural  and  Swindon  Urban  but  the  Inspector  for 
Salisbury  Urban  says  he  devotes  practically  the  whole  of  his  time  tn  Tp  H  it  ?  1  h 

nspector  for  the  ^msbury  District  divides  his  time  between  Ramsbury  and  the  Huno-erford 
Districts.  Many  of  the  Ofhcers  hold  a  multitude  of  other  offices,  and  in  som^ffistLces Induct 

5“  With  the  proper  diacharS«  of  their  duties  as  Inspectors 

«— ssX  t&szzs&s  Bhi  ess*  -  *'•*' 

Sanitary  Legislation  of  1900. 

te“  “““■ bM  ”  «~i  —•  »< 
to  be  felt11"  ““<line  ““1  ““>““"1!  ‘he  group  of  Poblic  He.lth  Act.  hu  contim.cl 

re..te  to  *“  ^  ”  '»  I"* 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Act. 

County  Councils  (Elections)  Amendment  Act. 

District  Councillors  and  Guardians  (Term  of  Office)  Act 
Members  of  Local  Authorities  Relief  Act. 

Ancient  Monuments  Protection  Act. 

Military  Lands  Act. 

County  Laboratory. 

Sewage  Effluents  “Tt  theiatter  eiTf"8  **  ^  Chemical  Examination  of  Water  and 
for  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  purchase  aPPara^s 

specimens  for  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever,  Tub^„KKh^  J 

- « 13  *“•  “d  ™' — — — . 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

During  the  year  453  samples  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  by  the  County 
Inspectors,  of  which  82  were  other  than  genuine.  During  the  previous  year  405  samples  were 
analysed,  of  which  81  were  other  than  genuiue. 

During  December  a  number  of  samples  of  beer,  jam,  etc.,  were  analysed  for  the  presence 
of  Arsenic,  the  only  samples  contaminated  were  those  of  beer  from  one  Brewery.  Previous  to 
samples  being  forwarded  to  the  County  analyst,  I  had  my  attention  called  by  more  than  one 
Medical  Man  in  Trowbridge  to  the  fact  that  persons  were  suffering  from  what  was  probably 
arsenical  poisoning,  I  examined  the  urine  of  several  patients  and  found  arsenic  present  in  three 
cases.  Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  persons  suffering  were  in  the  habit  of  drinking 
beer  obtained  only  from  one  brewery.  I  analysed  samples  of  the  beer  and  found  them  to  contain 
arsenic,  and  samples  purchased  for  me  were  also  found  to  contain  the  poison.  The  attention  of 
the  Brewer  was  called  to  the  matter,  and  a  sample  of  the  glucose  used  was  given  to  me  and  this 
also  was  found  to  contain  arsenic.  The  Brewer  immediately  withdrew  the  implicated  beer  from 
sale,  and  undertook  to  destroy  it.  Samples  of  beer  and  glucose  afterwards  obtained  were  found 
to  be  free  from  Arsenic. 


Local  Government  Inquiries. 

I  attended  all  the  Inquiries  of  which  we  received  notice,  which  were  held  by  Inspectors 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  upon  application  for  Loans  for  Sanitary  purposes.  All  these 
schemes  have  been  carefully  watched  from  the  County  point  of  view  as  they  permanently  affect 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  County.  Several  schemes  entailing  the  expenditure  of  large  sums  of 
money  were  under  consideration  during  the  year  and  I  have  endeavoured  at  all  times  to  so  advise 
the  various  authorities,  that  public  money  should  not  be  wasted.  A  number  of  the  inquiries  had 
reference  to  sewage  works,  and  it  is  obvious  that  the  number  of  such  works  in  the  County  is 
increasing  year  by  year,  and  the  proper  supervision  of  these  works  will  entail  additional  work. 


*  *  *  * 


I  have  been  consulted  from  nearly  every  one  of  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  in  the 
County  during  the  year  upon  matters  connected  with  Hospital  Accommodation,  Water  Supply, 
Sewage  Disposal,  Nuisances,  Insanitary  conditions  and  outbreaks  of  disease,  and  a  large  number 
of  inspections  were  made  by  me.  Where  necessary  the  results  of  these  inspections  were  laid  before 
the  Sanitary  and  General  Purposes  Committee  of  the  County  Council,  but,  in  the  majority  of  cases 
the  necessity  for  this  was  obviated  by  the  prompt  action  of  those  concerned.  So  far  as  my  inquiries 
and  inspections  were  concerned  I  have  endeavoured  to  conduct  them  with  impartiality  and  with 
the  public  interest  solely  in  view. 

A  good  deal  of  excellent  sanitary  work  has  been  done  during  the  past  year,  but  much 
yet  remains  to  be  done. 

As  Authorities  get  to  learn  that  no  extravagant  or  unnecessary  expenditure  is  asked  of 
them,  they  are  becoming  more  ready  to  seek  advice. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  warmest  thanks  to  every  one  of  my 
colleagues,  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  various  Sanitary  Authorities  in  the  County. 
They  have  been  always  ready  to  give  me  their  assistance,  and  have  received  me  in  a  manner 
which  has  helped  to  make  my  work  amongst  them  a  pleasure. 
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q  ^(S0  t0  lxpress  “V  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  extended  to  me  bv  the  various 

Sanitary  Authorities  whose  meetings  I  have  attended  to  discuss  with  them  7 


sanitary  importance. 


various  questions  of 


received  a^yourhanX  1  W  t0  “  y°U  f°r  the  invariable  kindness  and  courtesy  I  have 


remain,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  TUBB-THOMAS.  . 


Trowbridge , 

%4-th  June,  1901. 


-x 


PART  II. 


STATISTICS. 


TABLE  1  A. 


30 


Table  showing-  estimated  Population,  Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  number  of  Deat 
in  Public  Institutions,  &c.,  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts  in  the  year  19( 


I  Urban  District  Councils 
of  the  County  of  Wilts. 

Popu¬ 

lation 

estimatec 

to  Middl 
of  each 
Year. 

Births. 

Deaths 
under  One 
Year  of  Age 

Deaths 
at  all  Ages. 
Total. 

Deaths  in 

Public  Institutions. 

Deaths  of  Non- 

Residents  registered 

in  DictnVt 

- -  IV 

Deaths  of  Residents 

registered  beyond 

"H  ictriof 

Deaths 
at  all  Ager 
Nett. 

1 

e 

No. 

Rate.  * 

No. 

Rate 
per  100C 
Births 
registers 

No. 

i 

Rate.  * 

a  — 

) 

H 

■4 

J 

0 

•4 

No. 

Rate;] 

Bradford-on-Avon 

4957 

86 

17  1 

12 

139 

71 

14  1 

5 

•  • 

1 

87 

- - - 

17-5 

Caine . 

3495 

94 

26-9 

5 

531 

44 

12  5 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

39 

1 

1111 

Chippenham 

4618 

108 

23  3 

11 

81  85 

63 

13  64 

4 

1 

16 

123 

26  6 

Devizes  . 

6196 

169 

27-3 

15 

88-7 

82 

13  2 

29 

13 

4 

73 

11  9 

Malmesbury 

2964 

76 

25  3 

11 

144 

53 

18 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Marlborough 

3012 

50 

16  6 

9 

180 

33 

10  9 

6 

•  • 

6 

39 

12  2t  ‘ 

Melksham . 

2480 

59 

25  4 

4 

67 

26 

10 

3 

3 

•  • 

23 

9  U 

Salisbury . 

16728 

386 

25-7 

40 

103  6 

266 

161 

51 

24 

•  • 

242 

15-66- 

Swindon . 

48000 

1266 

26-3 

128 

1011 

494 

101 

27 

•  » 

9 

•  • 

•  •  * 

Trowbridge 

12560 

234 

18  6 

25  1 

106  8 

1 

171 

13  6 

3 

•  • 

10 

181 

14-4  I 

Warminster 

5560 

131 

23  5 

11 

93 

79 

14  2 

21 

9 

•  • 

70 

12  5  | 

Westbury . 

3337 

82 

24-5 

17 

207  3 

68 

20  3 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

68 

20  3  ? 

Wilton  . 

*  '  •  * 

2352 

41 

17-4 

3 

73 

15 

6-3 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

total  . . 

116259 

2782 

_ 

291 

- 1 

465 

155 

50 

46 

945 

- -  T“ 

_  *  RalCS  cakulaM  &  Di^id  M.O.H.’s)  per  woo  of  estimated  population. 

actually  occurred  wahfc^hetotrict  ot  diririo”"  The  death^i’ncluded'in  Cof  “'i?086  7gistered  durin«  the  year  as  having 
by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  tie ad“of 1  numbeHn  Cofuml  1 1"““^  "  C°lumn  7’  erected8 

dkd  ”e^™eaut  ll”rVhoTa™beUef  Lken  out  of  ttf  ZrtTTafJ^Z' 
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Table  showing*  estimated  Population,  Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  and  number  of  Deaths 
Public  Institutions,  &e.,  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  of  Wilts,  in  the  year  1900. 


Popu¬ 
lation 
estimated 
to  Middle 
of  each 
Year. 

Births. 

Deaths 
under  One 
Year  of  Age. 

Deaths  at 
all  Ages. 
Total. 

CO 

G 

O 

•  H 

S  3 

X3 

■  £ 

G  <D 
o  • 

X  C/3  *-> 

Z  •.*  o 

CO 

G  V 

5  G 

X)  o 

r-i 

rf)  Zd  * 

Deaths  at 
all  Ages. 
Nett. 

.ural  District  Councils 

7  the  County  of  Wilts. 

No. 

Rate.  * 

No. 

Rate 
per  1000 
Births 
registered 

No. 

Rate.  * 

SB 

■s » 

<D  ^ 

3 

G 

cu 

^  b/D-r; 

Op 

O  *  C/3 

C/3  VC 

w  it  Q 
-G  G 

G  <l>  G 

8  S’- 

Q  co 

1—1  u 

Deaths  of  Re; 

registered  be 

District 

No. 

Rate.  * 

mesbury . 

6878 

162 

23-55 

27 

166-6 

134 

18 

8 

6 

•  » 

124 

16-7 

radford-on-Avon 

5394 

105 

19  4 

9 

85-7 

61 

121 

8 

9  9 

3 

•  9 

9  9 

alne . .  . .  . . 

5004 

110 

21  9 

8 

73 

56 

11 

9  9 

•  • 

5 

61 

12 

hippenham 

16246 

443 

27-2 

42 

94  8 

270 

16-6 

40 

pa 

1 

•  » 

9  9 

rieklade  and  \ 

Wootton  Bassett  j 

11835 

287 

24-2 

20 

69-6 

180 

15-2 

11 

1 

9  9 

•  9 

•  • 

9  9 

•evizes  . 

12365 

314 

25  3 

21 

66  8 

253 

204 

*80 

77 

8 

184 

15-5 

lighworth . 

15500 

431 

27  8 

44 

102 

221 

14-2 

27 

2 

•  • 

9  9 

Malmesbury 

10203 

229 

22-3 

19 

83 

141 

13-7 

e  • 

»  « 

0  9 

•  9 

9  9 

Marlborough 

5475 

135 

24  6 

12 

88-9 

83 

151 

17 

7 

9  9 

76 

13  8 

Melksham . 

4396 

105 

23-8 

3 

28-5 

58 

131 

17 

12 

9  9 

46 

10-4 

Here . 

5264 

118 

22-4 

4 

33  8 

87 

16-5 

7 

1 

9  9 

86 

16  3 

’ewsey  . 

12000 

294 

24  5 

25 

84-7 

180 

15 

12 

0  o 

•  0 

180 

9  9 

lamsbury . 

6665 

186 

27-9 

12 

64  5 

116 

19-5 

•  • 

•  9 

14 

130 

19-5 

alisbury . 

12896 

259 

20 

18 

69-5 

185 

14-3 

55 

49 

12 

148 

11-4 

isbury  . 

8596 

177 

20-5 

14 

79 

127 

14-7 

10 

2 

1 

126 

14-6 

Warminster 

7430 

123 

16-5 

15 

120 

110 

14-8 

5 

2 

5 

113 

1507 

Westbury  and  ) 

Whorwellsdown  j 

6829 

156 

22  8 

18 

115-3 

103 

15-2 

•  i 

•  9 

•  • 

•  • 

9  9 

Wilton  . 

8507 

188 

21-8 

19 

101 

132 

15-4 

1 

9  9 

«  9 

9  • 

•  9 

etbury  (Wilts  Portion) 

403 

9 

22-33 

1 

143 

5 

12  1 

2 

2 

9  » 

3 

7-4 

TOTAL  . . 

162425 

3831 

326 

2502 

300 

174 

51 

1277 

— 

*  Rates  calculated  (by  District  M.O.H.’s J  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 


Note.  —  The  deaths  included  in  Column  7  of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having 
actually  occurred  within  the  district  or  division.  The  deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected 
by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  illness,  and  dying  there; 
and  by  the  term  “Residents”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  illness,  and  have 
died  elsewhere. 


i 

!  i 
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TABLE  2  A.  Table  of  Deaths  during:  the  year  1900,  in  the  Urban  Districl 
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% 

County  of  Wilts,  classified  according*  to  Diseases,  Ag*es,  and  Localities. 


Mortality  from  Subjoined  Causes. 


Cholera. 

Plague. 

Diarrhoea. 

Enteritis. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Other  septic 
diseases. 

Phthisis. 

Other  Tubercular 
diseases. 

Cancer,  Malignant 
disease. 

Bronchitis. 

Pneumonia. 

Pleurisy. 

Other  diseases  of 

Respiratory  organs. 

Alcoholism. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver. 

Venereal  diseases. 

Premature  hirth. 

Diseases  and  acci¬ 

dents  of  parturition 

Heart  diseases. 

Accidents. 

Suicides. 

All  other  causes. 

All  causes. 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

2 

3 

•  • 

5 

8 

2 

•  t 

6 

1 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

8 

1 

0  • 

22 

71 

4 

•  • 

7 

8 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

6 

1 

0  0 

13 

44 

•  • 

•  • 

4 

1 

4 

1 

1 

5 

7 

1 

2 

•  • 

6 

2 

0  0 

23 

63 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

9 

•  • 

6 

4 

9 

1 

18 

2 

0  0 

30 

82 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

5 

1 

1 

6 

3 

•  • 

5 

2 

0  0 

21 

53 

•  • 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

2 

3 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

6 

0  0 

0  0 

3 

33 

•  • 

« 

3 

•  • 

2 

2 

1 

•  9 

6 

2 

0  0 

10 

26 

•  • 

•  • 

10 

8 

1 

1 

1 

22 

16 

24 

32 

15 

1 

•  • 

7 

•  • 

4 

4 

32 

7 

1 

67 

266 

•  0 

•  • 

8 

23 

1 

•  • 

6 

48 

22 

30 

33 

24 

4 

1 

10 

•  • 

31 

8 

53 

16 

2 

142 

494 

4 

10 

7 

17 

18 

12 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

3 

•  t 

19 

4 

1 

69 

171 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

1 

4 

3 

7 

12 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

0  • 

12 

3 

0  0 

29 

79 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

2 

1 

•  • 

1 

1 

i  • 

1 

•  • 

2 

0  0 

0  0 

6 

15 

3 

4 

1 

1 

7 

7 

1 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

1 

5 

1 

0  0 

30 

68 

— 

— 

34 

41 

2 

1 

10 

119 

53 

106 

138 

80 

8 

14 

23 

— 

58 

14 

178 

41 

4 

465 

i 

1465 
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TABLE  2  B.  Table  of  Deaths  during-  the  year  1900,  in  the  Rural  Distri. 


Names  of  Localities 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
these  Statistics. 


Amesbury 

Bradford-on-Avon  .. 

Caine . 

Chippenham 


Crieklade  and 
Wootton  Bassett 


Devizes  .. 

Highworth 

Malmesbury  . . 

Marlborough  .. 

Melksham 

Mere 

Pewsey 

Ramsbury 

Salisbury 

Tisbury.. 

Warminster  . . 


Westbury  and 
Whorwellsdown 


All  Causes  at  subjoined  ages . 


03 

to 

a 


& 


'4-) 

c3 


c3 


O 

Eh 


total  .. 


180 


253 

221 

141 


Wilton  . . 

•  •  •  .  . 

Tetbury  (Wilts  Portion)  . . 


© 

c3 

© 


to 


© 

© 

rd 

S3 

& 


© 

© 

c 

S3 


to 


to 


G 

a 

as 


© 

© 

G 

s3 

S3 


73 

S3 

aj 


© 

<D 

73 

S3 

S3 


to 

ZD 


iO 


134 

61 

56 

270 


73 

S3 

03 


© 

03 

73 

S3 

S3 


73 

S3 

r3 


to 


to 

Ot 


27 

10 

8 

42 


ce 

G 

© 

c3 

£ 

Ph 

S3 


73 

S3 

03 


tO 

SO 


K 

o 

Ph 


05 

© 


o3 

s 

09 


co 

c3 

© 

£ 


Ft 

© 

P» 

© 


P3 

6c 

S3 

O 

O 


© 


o3 

o 

m 


i>C 

S3 


S© 

O 

O 

Gl 

L 


22 


21 

44 

19 


7 

6 

1 

15 


6 

2 

2 

11 


13 


4 

4 

3 

14 


s© 

S3 
73  £ 

co 

03  a 

©  ° 
S  S3 

4-3  r"< 

Pt  a 
s?  © 


s© 

S3 

O 

© 

O 


10 

15 

12 


9 

8 

5 


13 


39 

12 

10 

60 


8 

15 

3 


46 


87 

58 


51 

27 

32 

128 


80 


118 

81 


4 

1 


2 

3 


2 

2 


1 

1 


2 

1 


•  • 

1  b 

i  •  • 

83 

12 

4 

4 

4 

22 

37 

l 

58 

3 

2 

3 

2 

25 

23 

87 

4 

5 

6 

2 

25 

45 

•  • 

5 

180 

25 

6 

4 

9 

40 

96 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

5 

116 

12 

7 

4 

6 

27 

60 

! 

•  # 

•  * 

1 

185 

19 

11 

6 

7 

47 

95 

•  • 

1 

127 

14 

6 

t  • 

3 

44 

60 

•  • 

5 

110 

15 

3 

2 

8 

26 

56 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

103 

18 

5 

1 

4 

40 

35 

•  t 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

132 

19 

4 

3 

7 

48 

51 

5 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2502 

335 

_ 1 

132 

1 

82 

116 

697  1 

140 

28 

2 

14 

2 

1 


4 

2 


3 

1 


23 


8 


Fe\ 


rG 

s© 


© 
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© 


S3 


2 

1 


. 

- 
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3  County  of  Wilts,  classified  according*  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Mortality  from  Subjoined  Causes. 
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disease. 
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Jh 
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CD 
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rrhosis  of  Liver. 

jnereal  diseases. 

rO 

H-> 
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•rH 

© 

d 
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iseases  and  acci- 

nts  of  parturition 

rn 

CD 

cn 

c3 

CD 
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•  rH 
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O) 
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•  rH 
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<D 

•q 

•  rH 

GO 
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cn 

CD 

cn 

0 

c3 
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r—H 
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S 

« 

£ 

b 

0  3 

Ph 

C  "r3 

PP 

Ph 

Ph 

O  Ph 

<1  b 

> 

Ph 

W 

< 

P 

02 

<1 

•  0 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

5 

3 

5 

13 

24 

1 

8 

1 

13 

6 

0  0 

43 

134 

•  t 

2 

1 

•  • 

2 

10 

6 

0  0 

4 

1 

2 

2 

0  0 

8 

1 

0  0 

20 

61 

2 

5 

•  • 

6 

5 

1 

5 

0  0 

11 

1 

0  0 

18 

56 

5 

7 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

16 

#  t 

14 

21 

11 

4 

0  0 

33 

4 

2 

127 

270 

•  • 

2 

1 

14 

5 

11 

9 

6 

1 

4 

0  0 

40 

3 

1 

67 

180 

1 

20 

5 

7 

35 

15 

2 

1 

2 

6 

2 

39 

6 

1 

103 

253 

4 

6 

24 

6 

11 

18 

11 

0  0 

2 

4 

0  0 

27 

5 

2 

90 

221 

4 

7 

3 

9 

22 

9 

1 

0  • 

1 

1 

20 

3 

1 

45 

141 

t 

5 

#  0 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

0  0 

9 

1 

0  0 

49 

83 

I 

1 

3 

0  0 

1 

5 

2 

2 

2 

1 

0  0 

9 

4 

0  0 

28 

58 

y 

3 

1 

5 

12 

2 

0  0 

1 

19 

1 

0  0 

32 

87 

4 

•  • 

2 

•  0 

7 

0  0 

7 

30 

11 

2 

1 

1 

1 

24 

6 

0  0 

78 

180 

4 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

7 

1 

5 

11 

1 

1 

18 

2 

1 

53 

116 

3 

2 

•  0 

1 

16 

5 

16 

10 

15 

2 

1 

2 

9 

3 

27 

3 

0,  • 

61 

185 

2 

•  • 

1 

1 

10 

0  0 

10 

16 

8 

0  0 

1 

6 

0  0 

19 

1 

0  0 

42 

127 

2 

5 

3 

6 

17 

5 

1 

1 

28 

4 

0  0 

32 

110 

1 

3 

2 

«  0 

•  • 

4 

1 

4 

12 

3 

0  • 

2 

2 

1 

16 

1 

1 

46 

103 

1 

1 

13 

3 

5 

10 

6 

0  0 

1 

6 

1 

16 

4 

2 

45 

132 

1 

0  • 

0  0 

1 

1 

0  0 

2 

5 

— 

— 

33 

24 

6 

4 

5 

166 

36 

123 

231 

138 

5 

12 

14 

4 

61 

12 

376 

57 

11 

981 

2502 

TABLE  3  A.- 
Wilts 


DISTRICT. 


Bradford-on-Avon 

Caine . 

Chippenham 

Devizes 

Malmesbury 

Marlborough 

Melksham 

Salisbury 

Swindon  . . 

Trowbridge 

Warminster 

Wilton 

Westbury 

TOTAL  . . 
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-Table  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  coming*  to  the  knowledge  o 
’  Ossified  according  to  Diseases  and  Localities;  showing  also  the  nu: 

also  the  Deaths  v 


i 


Total  cases  reported  ..  17 

Total  deaths  . .  , ,  4 


Total  cases  reported  ..  48 

Total  deaths  . .  . .  — 


Total  cases  reported  ..  22 

Total  deaths  . .  . .  _ 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


8 


Total  cases  reported  ..  8 

Total  deaths  ..  . .  _ 


Total  cases  reported  ..  28 

Total  deaths  ..  ,,  1 


Total  cases  reported  ..  3 

Total  deaths  . .  _ 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


51 

9 


Total  cases  reported  ..  155 
Total  deaths  ..  12 


Total  cases  reported  ..  40 

Total  deaths  . .  , .  2 


Total  cases  reported  ..  22 

Total  deaths  . .  * 


Total  cases  reported  ..  40 

Total  deaths  . .  __ 


Total  cases  reported  ..  10 

Total  deaths  ..  .  _ 


Total  cases  reported  ..  452 
Total  deaths  ..  ,,  28 
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o 

vi 


•  • 
t  • 


3 


9 


9 

1 


37 


15 


94 

1 


44 


12 


32 


71 

1 


17 


16 


228 

1 


p 

© 

© 

Pp 


m 

P 

rP 

PL, 
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dieal  Officer  of  Health  during*  the  year  1900,  in  the  Urban  Districts  of  the  County  of 
cases  sent  to  Hospital  and  the  total  number  of  Deaths  from  such  Diseases ; 

3urred  in  Hospital. 


i 


I 

Enteric  Fever. 

Relapsing  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Smallpox. 

Cholera. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

1 

•  ♦ 

a  a 

1 

a  a 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

a  a 

a  a 

Deaths  in  hospital 

•  •  1 

1 

•  i 

a  a 

a  a 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

•  •  " 

0  0 

•  0 

a  a 

a  a 

Deaths  in  hospital 

•  •  — 

2 

•  0 

a  a 

a  a 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

..  4 

•  • 

0  0 

2 

0  0 

0  0 

1 

0  0 

1 

0  0 

0  • 

•  • 

•  • 

a  a 

a  a 

Deaths  in  hospital 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

a  a 

a  a 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

..  5 

t  0 

0  0 

1 

0  0 

1 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

a  a 

a  a 

Deaths  in  hospital 

•  •  " 

2 

•  • 

a  a 

a  a 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

..  1 

1 

•  • 

•  a 

a  a 

a  a 

Deaths  in  hospital 

•  » 

1 

•  « 

a  a 

a  a 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

..  17 

•  0 

0  0 

6 

0  0 

0  0 

11 

1 

•  a 

•  a 

a  a 

Deaths  in  hospital 

•  • 

•  • 

•  a 

a  a 

a  a 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

•  • 

t  • 

•  • 

a  a 

a  a 

Deaths  in  hospital 

•  i  1 

1 

•  • 

a  a 

a  a 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

•  ®  " 

•  • 

•  • 

a  a 

1 

Deaths  in  hospital 

•  • 

26 

4 

t  • 

7 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

CO 

o 

H 

0  0 

•  0 

16 

0  0 

3 

65 

0  0 

19 

0  0 

0  0 

5 

•  a 

2 

1 

Deaths  in  hospital 

•  0 

2 

a  a 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

. .  6 

6 

•  • 

•  a 

a  a 

a  a 

Deaths  in  hospital 

•  •  — — 

1 

0  0 

a  a 

a  a 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

..  10 

0  0 

0  0 

3 

0  0 

0  0 

7 

•  • 

•  a 

a  a 

a  a 

Deaths  in  hospital 

•  • 

•  • 

a  a 

a  a 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

•  « 

•  • 

a  a 

a  a 

a  a 

Deaths  in  hospital 

•  • 

•  0 

a  a 

a  a 

a  a 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

•  0 

a  a 

a  a 

a  a 

Deaths  in  hospital 

•  • 

37 

4 

7 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

..146 

28 

4 

94 

20 

6 

2 

2 

Deaths  in  hospital 

0  0 
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TABL‘  lBrTf  “  f  ^  "  "’f“t'°"S  WseaM  «"■*  *»  “•  knowledge  . 

Wilts,  classified  according  to  Diseases  and  Localities :  showing  also  the  m 

also  the  Deaths  i 


Amesbury 


•  •  t  . 

•  •  •  • 


Bradford-on-Avon 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


•  •  •  . 


Caine . . 


•  •  •  •  ,  e 
•  •  •  • 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Chippenham 


•  •  • 


Crieklade  &  Wootton  Bassett 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Devizes 


•  •  •  •  1 1 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Highworth. 


•  •  •  •  • 


Malmesbury 


•  ♦  • 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total 

cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Marlborough 


•  •  •  • 


Melksham  .. 


•  •  •  • 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Mere  .. 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Pewsey 


•  •  •  •  •  •  . . 


Ramsbury  .. 


•  • 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Salisbury  . . 


•  •  i  * 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Tisbury 


•  •  •  • 


Warminster 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


•  •  •  . 


Westbury  &  Whorwellsdown 


Wilton 


Tetbury  . . 


•  •  •  • 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


TOTAL  . . 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported 
Total  deaths 


Total  cases  reported  ..  682 
Total  deaths  ..  ..45 
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dieal  Officer  of  Health  during*  the  year  1900,  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the  County  of 
cases  sent  to  Hospital  and  the  total  number  of  Deaths  from  such  Diseases; 
burred  in  Hospital. 


1 

Enteric  Fever. 

Eelapsing  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Smallpox. 

Cholera. 

Diphtheria. 

Membranous  Croup. 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Typhus  Fever. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Eelapsing  Fever. 

Continued  Fever. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

2 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

2 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

4 

4 

•  e 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

9 

3 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

2 

Deaths  m  hospital 

— 

3 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

2 

2 

1 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

1 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

6 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

3 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

14 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

•  <* 

•  • 

11 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

2 

3 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  9 

2 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

1 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

2 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  « 

2 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

1 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

1 

3 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

2 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

— 

•  * 

•  • 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

— 

•  • 

•  • 

Deaths  in  hospital 

■ 

32 

-  y 

3 

12 

Cases  treated  in  hospital 

20 

- 

_ 

3 

- 

_ 

15 

— — 

2 

— 

_ 

_ 

3 

6 

Deaths  in  hospital 

TABLE  4  A 
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Nuisances  met  with  in  the  various  Urban  Districts  in  the 


County  oi 


Prevention  op 
Infectious  Disease 

UNDER  DIRECTION  OP 

Medical  Ofpicer 
of  Health. 


Houses. 


Names  of 
Localities 
adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these 
Statistics. 


House  Drains. 


W’aTer 

Closets. 


Privies  and 
Ashpits. 


Bradford-on- 
Avon 


Caine  .. 

Chippenham 

Devizes 

Malmesbury 

Marlborough 

Melksham 
Salisbury 
Swindon 
Trowbridge 
Warminster 
Wilton 
Westbury 
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i 


10,  and  Summary  of  Work  done  in  Inspector  of  Nuisances  Department. 


Water  Supply 

• 

Slaughter 

Houses. 

Dairies 

and 

Cowsheds. 

Factories, 
Workshops, 
and  Bakehouses. 

Lodging 

Houses. 

Food. 

Animals  Kept  so  as 

to  be  a  Nuisance. 

Accumulation  of 

l  Offensive  Rubbish. 

Legal 

Proceedings. 

Clerical 

Work. 

No.  of  Wells  Sunk. 

Is  o.  of  Wells  Cleansed  and 
Repaired. 

No.  of  Wells  Closed  as  Polluted. 

No.  of  Houses  supplied  from 
Waterworks  (during  year) 

No.  of  Samples  taken  for  Analysis. 

No.  Registered  or  Licensed. 

No.  Regularly  Inspected. 

No.  Cleansed  and  Repaired. 

No.  of  persons  engaged  in  Milk  Trade 
now  on  Register,  under  Supervision. 

No.  of  Contravention  of  Acts, 
Orders,  and  Bye-laws  dealt  with. 

No.  of  Infected  Milk  Supplies 
reported  by  the  Inspector. 

No.  under  Inspection. 

No.  Certified  for  Lime- Washing 
by  Inspector. 

No.  of  Insanitary  Conditions 

dealt  with  as  Nuisances. 

iN o.  employing  ‘  Young  Persons,’  &c. 

reported  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

No.  on  Register. 

No.  Regularly  Inspected. 

No.  Cleansed  and  Repaired. 

No.  of  Seizures  as  unfit  for 

Consumption. 

No.  Taken. 

No.  of  Convictions  obtained. 

No.  of  Cases  Withdrawn  or 

Dismissed. 

No.  of  Notices  Served. 

No.  of  Notices  Complied  with. 

No.  of  Notices  Outstanding. 

1 

No.  of  Cases  of  Removal 

on  Notice. 

No.  of  Removals. 

* 

•  • 

1 

1 

12 

12 

5 

12 

12 

2 

•  9 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

1 

80 

79 

1 

• 

15 

•  • 

9 

7 

7 

4 

•  » 

•  • 

9 

9 

•  • 

5 

4 

3 

•  • 

■ 

31 

•  • 

6 

6 

1 

2 

•  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

18 

97 

90 

3 

15 

•  • 

8 

8 

8 

21 

2 

2 

2 

9  9 

3 

4 

76 

76 

9  « 

r 

550 

1 

4 

4 

4 

8 

•  • 

•  • 

8 

1 

1 

2 

2 

9  • 

, 

6 

6 

•  • 

5 

•  • 

•  * 

8 

8 

•  t 

•  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

9  9 

17 

13 

12 

1 

■ 

2 

3 

6 

6 

2 

10 

•  • 

•  t 

8 

1 

0  9 

12 

32 

28 

4 

* 

2 

16 

17 

17 

•  • 

25 

•  • 

•  • 

22 

•  • 

•  9 

•  • 

2 

2 

•  t 

5 

9  9 

3 

152 

152 

9  • 

- 

340 

•  • 

24 

24 

»  • 

49 

1 

•  • 

2 

2 

o  e 

1 

9  9 

•  9 

5 

4 

1 

350 

350 

9  1 

► 

1 

12 

12 

12 

32 

10 

2 

2 

2 

•  9 

21 

17 

187 

163 

24 

► 

•  • 

•  0 

•  • 

981 

1 

11 

11 

•  0 

17 

•  • 

•  » 

23 

1 

1 

1 

47 

41 

6 

- 

•  i 

1 

•  • 

495 

3 

3 

3 

2 

6 

1 

•  • 

12 

2 

4 

2 

3 

1 

27 

26 

1 

• 

•  » 

•  9 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

3 

1 

15 

•  • 

•  • 

17 

9  9 

1 

17 

2 

2 

•  • 

54 

53 

1 

- 

2 

2 

2 

2451 

38 

111 

107 

37 

171 

11 

— 

140 

31 

10 

7 

12 

11 

5 

9 

34 

j  94 

7 

6 

1 

1117 

1072 
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TABLE  4  B. 


Nature  of  Nuisances  met  with  in  the  various  Rural  Districts  in  the  County  of  W 


Names  of  Localities 
adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  these 
Statistics. 


Prevention  of 
Infectious  Disease 

UNDER  DIRECTION  OF 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 


Houses. 


ra 

03 

a 

o 

o 

4-3 

• 

'd 

a 

’*-> 

<x> 

<X> 

O 

i 

2 

Ul 

d 

o 

*43 

o3 

a 

o 

•  rH 
+-> 
c3 

•4-3 

3 

d 

hh 

HI 

rd 

co 

o3 

£ 

03 

o 

a 

X 

'"Ss 

be 

a 

o 

a 

•  «H 

•  rH 

•  rH 

d 

ai 

w 

O 

c-H 

o 

a 

43) 

od 

d 

d 

a 

•  iH 

d 

c3 

03 

V — " 

4-> 

o3 

T3 

- - 1 

-4-J  . — ( 

«d 

03 

< V 

03 

to 

d 

■a 

03  ,Q 

-03 

CO 

c3 

O 

®  c3 

O 

CD 

CO 

o> 

CO 

a 

03  .3 
.  ctf 
Ojg 

a 

o 

r-H 

O 

o 

O 

o 

o 

^  o 

* 

£ 

Amesbury 

Bradford-on-Avon 

Caine . 

Chippenham 


Crieklade  and  ) 
Wootton  Bassetti 


Devizes 

High  worth  .. 

Malmesbury 

Marlborough 

Melksham  . . 

Mere  .. 

Pewsey 

Ramsbury  . . 

Salisbury 

Tisbury 

Warminster 


31 


13 


38  32 


19 


Westbury  and 
Whorwellsdown  j 


Wilton 


Tetbury 

(Wilts  Portion)  ' 


TOTAL  soo 


11 


House  Drains. 


O  CO 


o  ©  o  o  o 

^  2  ^  m 


no 


194 


Water 

Closets. 


Privies 
and  Ashpits. 


03  O 


03  "d  1  O 
C  ® 

O  “  rg 
+3  >  03  m 

-r3  2  i  ~  qj 

'dp,'?® 
S3  i  2  O 


SCAVE 


600 


16 


36 


8  105 


139  600  113  2 
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>00,  and  Summary  of  Work  done  in  Inspector  of  Nuisances  Department 


Water  Supply 

• 

Slaughter 

Houses. 

Dairies 

AND 

Cowsheds. 

Factories, 
Workshops,  and 
Bakehouses. 

Lodging 

Houses. 

Food. 

I 

CO  . 

f  < 

I  w 

o  £ 

CO  .fc 
< 

H  too 

CL  H 

fa  P 

CO  •< 

i  fa 

<  j'pq 

a  « 

fa  fa 
o  g 

%  fa 
S  « 

M  Cd 
H  ^ 

fa 

fa  ^ 
P  hH 

xn 

fa  fc 
a  M 
o  fa 

Legal 

Proceedings. 

Clerical 

Work. 

— 

H3 

<X> 

No.  of  Houses  supplied  from 
Waterworks  (during  year). 

ril 

•  rH 

GO 

r—H 

C3 

No.  of  Persons  engaged  in  Milk  Trade 
now  on  Register,  under  Supervision. 

rd 

cn 

c n 
<D 

bo 

rH 

•  rH 

4-> 

r-H 

cS 

CD 

m 

O  ,±J 

&  g 
2  W 

M 

£  0 
<1  ,'H 

fa 

rd 

•rH 

No  Improperly  Conducted. 

No.  of  Wells  Sunk. 

No.  of  Wells  Cleansed  and 
Repaired. 

r—H 

O 

CH 

00 

oi 

<D 

0Q 

o 

6 

CO 

£ 

O 

6 

1  No.  of  Samples  taken  for  Ar 

No.  Registered  or  Licensed. 

No.  Regularly  Inspected. 

No.  Cleansed  and  Repaired. 

No.  of  Contravention  of  Ac 
Orders,  and  Byelaws  dealt  \ 

No.  of  Infected  Milk  Suppli 
reported  by  the  Inspector. 

No.  under  Inspection. 

No.  Certified  for  Lime- was! 
by  Inspector. 

No.  of  Insanitary  Condition 
with  as  Nuisances. 

No.  employing  ‘Young  Persor 

reported  to  Medical  Officer  of 

No.  on  Register. 

No.  Regularly  Inspected. 

No.  Cleansed  and  Repaired. 

No.  of  Seizures  as  Unfit  for 

Consumption. 

No.  of  Cases  of  Removal 

on  Notice. 

No.  of  Removals. 

No.  Taken. 

No.  of  Convictions  obtained. 

No.  of  Cases  Withdrawn  or 

Dismissed. 

No.  of  Notices  Served. 

No.  of  Notices  Complied  W 

No.  of  Notices  Outstanding. 

-  • 

5 

8 

2 

0  • 

6 

•  • 

14 

57 

48 

9 

r  • 

•  • 

5 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

50 

•  • 

•  • 

14 

•  • 

2 

45 

40 

5 

-  • 

111 

27 

1 

1 

•  9 

3 

2 

•  9 

-•  • 

7 

2 

6 

6 

5 

23 

21 

21 

e  • 

2 

12 

8 

1 

19 

•  • 

21 

1 

•  9 

1 

S  0 

7 

2 

2 

0  9 

34 

34 

9  • 

f  • 

•  • 

20 

4 

•  # 

127 

83 

•  • 

28 

13 

64 

107 

514 

484 

30 

1 

5 

10 

34 

130 

•  • 

6 

•  • 

200 

•  • 

•  • 

34 

7 

45 

45 

9  • 

.  . 

1 

1 

65 

•  « 

•  • 

10 

1 

7 

11 

11 

0  9 

|  • 

3 

20 

l 

1 

6 

•  • 

9 

12 

3 

3 

1 

55 

12 

•  • 

12 

12 

6 

.. 

12 

9 

3 

1 

2 

2 

150 

7 

•  • 

2 

1 

3 

3 

5 

2 

12 

22 

14 

8 

• 

6 

6 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

6 

2 

29 

10 

76 

71 

31 

1 

• 

•  • 

15 

5 

.  • 

41 

•  • 

•  • 

21 

•  • 

2 

7 

41 

30 

11 

• 

4 

7 

1 

21 

1 

•  • 

10 

• . 

77 

•  • 

•  » 

45 

8 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 

9  9 

• 

•  • 

7 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

7 

3 

135 

114 

•  • 

15 

10 

•  • 

♦  0 

1 

1 

1 

•  « 

7 

16 

2 

2 

9  9 

122 

110 

12 

• 

1 

16 

1 

•  • 

3 

11 

•  • 

•  • 

19 

•  • 

•  • 

29 

•  • 

4 

3 

45 

41 

4 

• 

•  • 

2 

2 

2 

1 

72 

10 

8 

3 

1 

( 

| 

35 

67 

60 

7 

• 

•  • 

6 

•  • 

182 

30 

•  • 

2 

2 

73 

•  . 

•  • 

27 

3 

157 

128 

29 

• 

•  • 

1 

4 

1 

9  • 

•  9 

9  • 

l 

26 

108 

16 

411 

194 

1 

I 

17 

1 

78 

17 

1035 

219 

— 

330 

51 

91 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

95 

259 

5 

5 

— 

1269 

1110 

119 
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PART  III. 

SUMMARY  OF  ANNUAL  REPORTS. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


BRADFORD-ON-AVON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— W.  J.  A.  ADYE,  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A. 


Area,  2005  acres. 


Population  (^Census,  1891) 
Population  (  ,,  1901) 

Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Dca th - ra te 


4957- 

45I4- 


Infantile  Mortality 


17T  per  1000  Pop. 
14T 
IT 
0-60 

139*0  ,,  Births. 


y  y 


yy 


yy 


y  y 


>»»».  TO,®  «  Sci>;i1%Si"&aSy,;,e'  WT'  “ 

per  1000,  against  15*4  in  1899.  lllG  Death~rate  also  lower,  being  14* 

Bronchitis  and  fdeart  Disease  were  aceoimtoblp  j  1  r 

of  these  9  were  65  years  of  age  and  upwards^0””  &  ^  °f  the  gTeater  number  of  Deaths  ;  anc 

During  the  year  the  Voluntary  Notification  of  Phthisis  has  been  adopted 

man  The  T“ber  °f  CaSeS  °f  fnfectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  was  17  nr  a-o 
1000,  a  great  improvement  on  last  year  when  27  or  a-o  innh  '  *^as,  1  or  3  2  pel 

2  deaths  from  Diphtheria  and  4  from  Dia^rh^a  °r  5  2  Per  1000  notified.  There  were 

The  Christ  Church  Schools  were  closed  bv  nrrW  u  0  ,  ,  _ 

to  enable  the  managers  to  abolish  the  latrines  which  were  in  i  1  3r<^  t0  ^>cto^)er  8th, 

put  up  new  ones.  The  schools  have  now  perfect  sanitary  arra  o-ement?'"  1*1  con  dltlon.  and  to 
to  the  general  health  of  that  part  of  the  Urban  District  from  wh?ch  the'  children^re 

bought,  and  the  work  has  been™omm\nceTaPTldrschLmlsLabsoh?terrnment  B?ard’  the  land 
health,  for  although  the  town  has  been  luckily  exemT  from  Wtfly  necefary  for  the  public 
year,  and  there  have  been  only  a  few  scattered  clses  J ZZl  *  eP'^emlcs  during  the 
Medical  Officer  of  health  never  remembers  seeing  so many  «ses  of  Rods  SPP\  FeVer'  the 
these  he  thinks  were  caused  by  the  bad  sanitary  conditioiCunder  which  s  a'U  CarbL'ncles.  and 
that  this  is  true,  he  points  out  that  a  great  many  of  the  older  stone  “any  ar,e  luiinr>  alld 

places,  and  a  large  part  ol  the  district  is  not  drained  at  all.  auib  are  nearlT  choked  in 

improved,  thanks  to  one  of  the  Provident  Clubs,  which  has  bouo-ht  h  :  ‘  ls  greatly 

adjacent  to  St.  Margaret’s  Steps,  and  has  erected  new  Washliouses°and  Privies6  °  ^  proPerty’ 


I 


45 


He  hopes  when  the  Drainage  Scheme  is  finished  that  all  the  cesspits  now  jin  use  will  be 
)olished,  and  that  owners  of  houses  will  fix  a  proper  flushing  apparatus  to  each  Privy.  He 
ould  also  like  to  see  a  Privy  to  each  house,  and  not  as  in  so  many  instances  at  present,  one  to 
tree  or  four  houses. 

.  .  | 

The  town  sewers  are  flushed  regularly,  but  with  greater  frequency  in  hot  weather. 

House  refuse  is  removed  twice  a  week  by  a  contractor  in  open  carts.  He  suggests  that  in 
re  next  contract,  carts  should  be  covered  to  prevent  the  dust  from  flying  about,  and  the  scaveng- 
lg  be  finished  by  some  hour  before  mid-day. 

The  water  supply  of  the  town  has  been  greatly  improved  during  the  year,  a  new  adit 
aving  been  made  which  taps  new  springs  in  the  hill.  He  hopes  that  the  water  mains  will  be 
^.rried  to  the  Council’s  boundaries  this  year,  as  there  are  houses  with  only  wells,  to  which  a  pure 
nd  constant  supply  would  be  a  great  boon. 

In  company  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  he  has  periodically  visited  the  only  common 
i)dging-house  in  the  district,  also  the  slaughter-houses,  bake-houses,  dairies  and  milkshops,  and 
as  found  them  satisfactory,  whitewashing  in  many  instances  being  done  more  often  than  the 
aw  requires. 

He  has  also  made  house  to  house  inspections  in  various  parts  of  the  town  ;  and  where 
uisances  have  been  found,  notices  have  been  served  on  the  owner  or  tenant,  and  they  have  been 
bated. 

He  suggests  the  formation  of  a  Sanitary  Committee  in  order  that  various  small  matters 
night  be  expedited,  and  large  ones  put  in  train  for  the  monthly  meetings. 

New  Bye-Eaws  for  various  purposes  are  being  prepared,  and  regulations  under  the  Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders,  have  been  adopted,  and  are  enforced. 

Sanitary  requirements  and  suggestions  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health :  1st,  a  disinfector 
nr  clothing  and  bedding;  2nd,  all  scavenging  carts  to  have  covers,  and  the  work  to  be  finished 
efore  mid-day  ;  3rd,  the  formation  of  a  Sanitary  Committee. 


CALNE. 


Medicar  Officer  of  Hearth — D.  CAMPBEEE,  M.D. 


Area,  410  acres. 


Population  (Census,  1891) 
Population  (  ,,  1901) 


Birthrate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Infantile  Mortality 


>> 

26-9  per  1000  Pop. 
12*5 
0*00 
1*14 

53‘  1  ,,  Births. 


3495- 

345®- 


99 


9  9 


99 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  Birth-rate.  There  is  a  considerable  reduction  in  the 
Death-rate,  and  a  total  absence  of  deaths  from  any  Epidemic  Disease. 

Of  the  44  deaths,  5  were  residents  of  the  Rural  District,  who  died  in  the  workhouse.  After 
daiming  a  deduction  for  these,  the  Death-rate  for  the  Borough  is  reduced  by  11*16  per  1000. 

There  were  48  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year,  viz  :  1  Enteric  Fever, 
i  Erysipelas,  and  44  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  treated  at  home  and  terminated  in  recovery,  j  The  cause  of 
he  disease  was  not  determined.  I 

On  the  20th  June  Scarlet  Fever  broke  out  simultaneously  in  the  workho  use  and  in  the 
Quarry.  The  patient  from  the  workhouse  had  gone  out  for  one  day  on  leave  of  abs  snce,  and  three 
'ays  afterwards  she  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever.  The  child  who  went  out  with 


I 


4G 


there^  Th^MedKia^Officer^of'  Health  nfade  evc--6^-  ‘n  W2.rkhou*e.’  with°ut  any  further  ca: 
introduced  in  the  town  but  failed  "  PVirWui  ^  Possl^e  eff°rt  to  discover  how  the  disease  w 
concealing  it.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  and  succeeded  : 

District,  making  a  total  of  50.  Thirty  seven  roll01*6  44  cases  ln  the  district,  and  6  in  the  Ruri 
progressed  favourably.  *  ^  es  were  rem°ved  to  the  hospital,  where  they  a 

July,  but  as  alargf number ^fcas^ofS^Tle^K^  T  ,the.usual  summer  holidays  at  the  end] 

advisable  to  postpone  the  opening  for  a  had  ansen  dunng  the  vacation,  it  was  deemJ 

Unfortunately  further  eases^jceun-ed  whinin’  “  £eA°2f  th,at  -there  would  be  no  other  cas, 
week  until  November  26th!  ’  ecessitated  the  closing  of  the  schools  from  week  1>! 

and  found  clean,  tidy^n^'in1^ safef^ctoty  sfatS!^  Sh°PS  the  Dlstrict  were  regularly  inspected 
many  mdsaSfeTabated7  ^  Iuspector  of  Nuisances,  he  inspected  the  whole  District  and  ha! 

thereby  preventing  the  accumulati on S ol ' ' p'd 1 1  * ' ' '  ’nsPects  one-half  of  the  town  every  fortnigh 
364  loads  of  ashes  and  refuse” f  various^ ZnZ wl?®  “  “uisance.  By' this  mean? 

by  the  owners.  The  total  number  of  houses  frnm  fv'?  r3'  t  le  Council’s  carts,  besides  251 

is  395.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  840  with  C1  refuse  V*  removed  by  the  Authorit- 
Under  the  direction  he  Med 'ca  omier  If  H  ZZ  T  °  P"™”  P“ 

and  the  bedding  of  three  cottages  whl i  ua  f  Heal‘h>.the  Inspector  disinfected  32  houses? 
to  the  hospital  cottages  where  the  children  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever  were  not  senl 

dear  S& “ft?"  W«“  S“ppl>''  M  » 
complaints  that  the  higher  portions  of  th  .  *  g  punty  Unfortunately  there  were  seriouo 

either  through  inadequacy  ^  IIlade<lUately  ^PP^d  with  water, 

Eleven  new  houses  for  labourers  and  artisans  were  built  during  the  year. 


CHIPPENHAM. 


Medicar  Officer  of  Heai,th— W.  T.  BRISCOE,  M.D. 


Area,  263  acres. 


Population  (Census,  1891) 
Population  (  „  lgoi) 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death -7  ate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Infantile  Mortality 


5  > 

23-3  per  1000  Pop . 
16-89 
1-88 
0-86 

81*85  ..  Births. 


4618. 

5°74- 


99 


9  9 


9  9 


99 


There  has  been  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  Pirfh  t,  ^  , 

+T?e  Sixteen  deaths  of  residents  of  the  Boron n-h  "ratp-  The  Death-rate  is  practicall 

the  District.  There  were  5  deaths  from  Epidemic  InfluenzVTde^^  T  ha^n^  occurred  beyon 
only  being  infants,  1  death  from  Enteritis  in  an  infnni-  ’  4  from  Diarrhoea,  2  of  thes 

Catarrh.  There  were  4  deaths  from  Phthisis.  Wab  re£lstered  as  a  death  from  Gastri 

last  3  or  4  years, S76 "^ouse^having  beeif  ereeted  whhfn  tU  Hh”  T1  iraProved  during  th. 

ssa?  nTghbourhood-  These  h—  -  ofda3nc£se  sssd  a 


J 
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Owing  to  the  increase  in  the  size  of  the  town  and  the  increase  in  the  num 
osets  which  have  replaced  earth-closets,  the  intercepting  tanks  in  use  are  not 
rifying  the  sewerage  before  it  enters  the  river.  The  dry  weather  and  consequent', 
the  river  has  also  caused  another  nuisance.  These  circumstances  caused  the  Au  t 
eir  Surveyor  to  prepare  a  plan,  the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  take  the  sewerage  ou 
ogether,  and  to  carry  it  to  some  point  below  the  town  where  it  will  be  dealt  with 
ink  principle.  The  present  delay  in  carrying  this  out  is  due  to  a  desire  befoi 
rther  to  see  how  the  Septic  Tanks  erected  by  the  Chippenham  Rural  Authority  w|ork 


ber  of  water- 
sufficient  for 
ivant  of  water 
hority  to  ask 
t  of  the  river 
on  the  Septic 
e  proceeding 


The  scavenging  of  the  Borough  is  systematically  carried  out,  a  house-to-homse  collection 
ling  made  at  least  twice  weekly.  The  earth-closets  are  also  well  attended  to  by  tl  e  scavengers. 
:iis  class  of  closet  is  being  rapidly  superceded  by  the  water-closet,  alth  rngh  if  well 
joderised  with  earth  or  ashes  they  are  fairly  efficient.  The  inhabitants  in  the  poor  er  neighbour- 
ods  do  not  give  the  attention  necessary,  and  on  this  account  the  introduction  of 
undoubtedly  a  sanitary  improvement. 

A  large  amount  of  useful  sanitary  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year.1 


water-closets 


Bake-houses,  slaughter-houses,  factories  and  workshops,  have  all  had  the  uspal  inspection, 
d  with  a  few  exceptions  were  always  found  in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition.  \ 


The  supply  of  water  has  been  constant  throughout  the  year.  On  no  occasion  has  it  been 
cessary  to  shut  it  off  night  or  day.  Several  extensions  of  the  mains  have  been  carried  out 
thin  the  Borough,  besides  other  extensions  outside  the  Borough.  It  is  a  source  of  congratulation 
(at  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  supply  has  been  maintained. 


Owing  to  the  dry  weather  there  was  not  much  water  in  the  river,  and  at  times  during  the 
ar  a  serious  nuisance  existed.  The  Surveyor  did  what  he  could  to  abate  the  nuisance  by 
caning  out  the  river  bed,  but  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  thinks  that  the  Sanitary  Committee 
d  wisely  in  directing  him  to  go  a  step  further  and  prepare  a  plan  to  convey  the  sewerage  which 
|)w  finds  its  way  into  the  river  to  some  point  where  it  can  be  more  thoroughly  filtered  and 
trifled. 


The  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  was  opened  during  the  year.  It  is  thoroughly  equipped  for 
oviding  the  best  form  of  treatment.  There  is  accommodation  for  20  beds.  A  certificated 
arse  with  special  fever  experience  is  provided.  During  the  year  6  cases  were  received  into  the 
ospital,  and  although  all  the  patients  were  removed  from  large  households,  in  no  instance  did 
ie  disease  spread,  showing  that  if  the  first  case  is  removed  in  time  from  a  family  we  may  hope 
;at  the  disease  will  not  spread  in  that  family. 

It  is  proposed  to  treat  the  following  Diseases  at  the  Hospital,  viz. “Typhus  Fever, — (!!!) — 
yphoid  or  Knteric  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  in  certain  cases  Measles.”  An 
)paratus  for  disinfecting  the  clothing  of  the  patients  has  been  erected,  and  an  ambulance 
.rriage  provided. 

A  systematic  inspection  of  the  most  thickly  populated  parts  of  the  District  was  made  by 
e  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  company  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  the  months  of 
pril  and  May,  and  was  independent  of  inspections  made  upon  an  outbreak  of  disease.  As  a 
suit  of  this  inspection  73  nuisances  were  discovered  and  removed. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  : — “This  is  a  summary  of  the  sanitary  work  of  the 
istrict.  Much  has  been  done  ;  much  remains  to  be  done.” 


uc.viz.tb. 


J§‘5DICAI-  Officer  of  Health— G.  S.  A.  WAYI.-EN,  L.R.C.P. 


Area,  778  acres. 


Population  (Census,  1891) 
Population  (  ,,  1901) 


Birth-rate 

Death-7'ate 

Zymotic  Death-rate  .  . 
Phthisis  Death-rate  .  . 
Infantile  Mortality  . . 


27-3  per  1000  Pop. 
13-2 
0-1 
1*45 

88*7  ..  Births. 


6426. 

6532. 


99 
*  9 
9  9 
9  9 


99 
99 
9  9 


~  ,  .T.he0re  faas  ,bee,n  a  slight  improvement  in  the  Birth-rate.  There  were  15  illegitimate  birth 

of  which  8  were  tn  the  workhouse.  There  is  a  decided  improvement  in  the  Death  rate 

,  SixtedKcases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  viz.: _ 4  Scarlet  Kp^pr  i  tv  rail  • 

fnf  TEnhthd  ^  Ery*‘Pelas-  Fire  cases  were  treated  in  the  isolation  hospital  •  3’ of  Scarlet  Fevei 

Lm  Siff’  "  S  1  aI‘  reC0Vered'  The  °'lly  death  fr°m  binotic  Ksease  wls 

oTsefved.1116  *•  -servo ir,  in  order 

construction  hf  workI°fo?the  treatment  oftheTJw^s  sewa^pon^he^nti^T1  ?sked/or  th' 

REF— m°Va,  There  is  no  change  in  the  method  of  treatment  of  the  town  refuse 

the  yeariiui rule iur^generally^ riean^ncTweUkept S"  "^keSe  have  a11  been  inspected  durin 
Housing  of  Working  Classes.— A  special  report  was  presented  to  the  r„„  o  a  • 
obtai^M|^!SimSion.COttage  the  t0WD>  aild  the  difficuIty  that  fa  fouXJ 

by  a  ^ound^V 24  ^ 

iS5VSnmTi^3rOVe<1  h°"“  working  cl««so,,' ofIKicIr'iU  ,oJ 

well  fo-ri  «>«»; 

There  are,  however0  on^^Cov^heds^nT^^ba^MsWrtarer  ad°pted  and  are  enforced- 

the  mS^rSt&of  th^s  inCroeaSeTtCCOtnm0dation  for 

unsuitable,  and  from  time  to  time  complaints  have  been  made  hv  the'p1^6 ’1  tv  'f  .pi^;sent  land  is 
the  pollution  of  Poulsliot  stream.  The  voluml  of  sewli  after D,st.r,c ‘Council  as  to, 
great  to  be  satisfactorily  carried  to  the  Tanks  and  treated  on  the  land*  >„,ralns.ls  frequently  too 
arrangement  in  the  conveyance  of  a  portion  of  sewage  to  the  works  C  ’S  ^  &  defective| 


MALMESBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Hearth — CHARLES  W.  PITT,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  556  acres.  Population  (Census,  1891)  ...  2964. 

Population  (  ,,  1901)  ...  2854. 


Birth-rate 

..  25*3  per  1000  Pop. 

Death-rate 

..  18-0 

99 

Zymotic  Death-rate  . . 

.  .  1’68  ,, 

9  9 

Phthisis  Death-rate  .  . 

1-68  „ 

99 

Infantile  Mortality  . . 

..  144-0  ,, 

Births 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  Birth-rate.  The  Death-rate  remains  practically 
Itionary.  Infantile  Death-rate  is  extremely  high  for  a  District  of  this  class. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Typhoid  Fever,  Diphtheria  or  Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  4 
iths  from  Epidemic  Influenza.  Phthisis,  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases  claimed  6  victims, 
I  there  were  6  deaths  from  Bronchitis. 

Eight  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  3  of  Erysipelas,  3  of 
irlet  Fever,  and  2  of  Enteric  Fever.  One  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  isolated  at  the 
lation  Hospital,  at  Blackbridge,  Brokenborough  ;  the  other  2  cases  were  isolated  at  home. 

Enteric  Fever. — This  occurred  in  one  house  in  Oxford  Street,  and  was  apparently  due 
a  large  cesspool,  in  a  burial  ground  adjoining  the  wall  of  the  house  where  the  cases  occurred. 
iere  was  also  evidence  of  sewer  gas  inside  the  house,  through  cracks  in  the  cement  of  the 
ipection  chamber  of  the  drain.  These  defects  have  been  remedied  now,  the  cesspool  has  been 
dished,  and  the  drain  repaired. 

Water  Suppry. — The  Company  has  delivered  the  water  in  a  fair  condition  this  year.  The 
mk  has  been  cleaned  out  about  every  6  weeks.  There  is  a  constant  service,  and  it  supplies* 
houses.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  suggests  the  advisability  of  some  of  the  dead  ends 
mains  being  flushed,  as  he  gets  samples  brought  to  him  sometimes  with  a  large  quantity  of 
bosit. 

Sewers. — An  old  stone  drain  has  been  taken  up  in  the  Kingswall,  and  this  has  been 
laced  by  glazed  socket  pipes.  One  ventilator  for  the  sewers  was  erected  last  year  and  two 
s  year.  Nothing  has  been  done  towards  taking  the  sewage  out  of  the  river,  and  no  mention 
made  of  any  action  being  taken  with  regard  to  the  foul  ditch  running  alongside  the  King’s 
ns  meadow. 

Slaughter-houses  were  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

Scavenging. — The  Authority  removed  the  refuse  of  450  houses. 

Three  new  houses  for  the  working  classes  have  been  erected  during  the  year. 


MARLBOROUGH. 

Medicar  Officer  of  Hearth — T.  H.  HAYDON,  M.B.,  Cantab. 


Area,  196  acres.  Population  (Census,  1891) 

Population  (  ,,  1901) 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Infantile  Mortality 


16-6  per  1000  Pop. 


12*94 


9  9 


99 


*99 

0*33 

180*0 


99 


9  9 


99 


9* 

Births. 


3012. 

3046. 


There  has  been  a  serious  falling  off  in  the  Birth-rate.  There  is  a  slight  reduction  in  the 
.th- rate. 


Diphth^r^Erysipela^an0/  P‘sef %  were  no,tified>.  viz.:-12  Scarlet  Fever,  i 

There  were  no  deaths  amnn  fi  Feric,  the  last  impoited.  Of  these  17  cases  were  isoiat 
of  Health  again  insists  on  th tie,24  cases  °[  ^carlet,  Fever  and  Diphtheria.  The  Medical  Offi 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts  f  &  advanta&e  .that  would  be  gained  bv  a  combination  between  | 

has  at  last  been  arrived  at  betS  18  ^  glad  t0  hear  that  an  arran£ema 

hospit^W°  CaS6S  °f  Scarlet  Fever  were  disc°vered  illegally  exposed  and  removed  to  the  isolati; 

drinkiIwAwaferSDTY;~Tile  .report  of  the  Public  Analyst  is  that  the  water  is  an  excelli 

been  some  source  of  SSSmIhSmU?  “f6  0”  ^al  specimens  shows  that  there  ll 
itself.  A  snecial  rendt  k,,  .?’•  tb0l,’?h  llot  of  a  dangerous  character  ;  most  probably  at  the  w 
Health  smrwsts  thJt  1  ,  'f  subject  was  laid  before  the  Council.*  The  Medical  Officer! 

made  of  S  so  that  kZ&h?  b/vot  fbWoT  l°  and  reSu,ar  measnremJ 

head,  and  to  judge  if  of  water  used  p 

abatedH?mSprcvementf  havYtee'rfc-.^8^'"0"6  ““f  °/  °7ercrowdi^  was  reported  a, 
that  "overcrowd^ig'TxSs^hrsome'tnstari The  Med°cTo"of ' HeSth  riporc 

She  wok  wifi  new  proceed  l 

difficult  to  get  any  impCe^tTISriXtl^oS  6  malI\  ,draina?e  ba*  made  it  veiv 
main  drainage  scheme  is  in  working  order  a  f  .  b  1  ralnage»  as  all  work  is  postponed  till  tl 
unflushed  closets  provided  with  flushing-  arrarn'emenf  ^  Tl'C  eeu  done  away  with,  and  sotr» 
struction,  (in  existence  before  the watfr  s"pX  wfthoTt  T, -v"  Cl°SetS  of  oId  cor. 

alterations  are  made,  the  need  of  regulations  Is  Te.i  J  f  ?i  flushlng  arrangements.  Whei 

the  amount  of  flush  allowed  Tte absence  of  teH  tale  was't^"^  °f  doSet  to  be  put  anf 
=  the  waste  pipes  simply  overflow  into  the  closet,  so  that  theTH  fouTantunsten  ’ Pastel 

in  the  streJts^n^lTldiffis^offiimidesmlpf utmi”i!f,UTwoiikl  b  Wee^  ff16  ref«se  is  still  expose, 
sanitary  dustbins  were  used.  Removal  once  a  week  il  ako  not  lf  Pr°?er  COTere" 

time  to  prevent  nuisance  being  caused.  sufficiently  often  in  the  summe 

Bake-houses  have  been  inspected  and  are  well  kept.  1 

Cow-sheds  are  generally  well  kept. 

Slaughter-Houses. — Complaints  have  been  receive  f™™  g  .  ..  , 

inspection  they  have  been  kept  in  fairly  good  order  though  the  tad  f 6  but  by  fr.e<3u?# 

the  usual  bad  arrangement  of  these  places.  ’  &  1S  a  difficult  one,  considering! 

Sanitary  Requirements.— (1)  New  cottages  •  c 

refuse;  (3)  regulations  with  regard  to  house  drainage  and  l  le9^ent  scavenging  of  house ! 
inspection  of  new  work.  drainage  and  plumbing  work  and  systematic: 


*No  copy  of  this  special  report  was  sent  to  the  Ominiv  - - 

the  Local  Government  Board.  *  llcl1  111  accordance  with  the  regulations  o 
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MELKSHAM. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  INGRAM  KEIR,  F.R.C.S.,  Edin. 


Area,  451  acres.  Population  (Census,  1891) 

Population  (  ,,  1901) 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Infantile  Mortality 


23-79  per  1000  Pop. 
10-9 
0-00 

1-20  „ 

67 ’9  ,,  Births. 


2073. 

2450. 


The  Birth-rate  appears  to  remain  stationary.  The  Death-rate  shows  a  considerable 
:rease.  The  Infantile  Death-rate  is  very  low.  Fifty  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  were  of 
rsons  over  70  years  of  age.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease.  There  were  3  deaths 
;m  Consumption,  which  is  now  considered  a  preventable  disease.  There  was  no  Epidemic 
jring  the  year,  not  even  Influenza.  Under  the  Notification  Act  3  cases  were  notified,  all  of 
arlet  Fever.  Of  this  number  2  were  imported,  1  from  Ireland  and  1  from  Weymouth.  The 
aer  case  was  in  a  crowded  house  in  a  crowded  square. 

Water  Supply. — The  public  water  supply  throughout  the  year  was  most  satisfactory  both 
regards  quantity  and  quality.  Only  those  who  lived  in  Melksham  before  the  introduction  of 
public  water  supply — wflien  there  was  a  water  famine  every  summer,  and  an  epidemic  of 
phoid  every  autumn — can  fully  appreciate  this  great  boon.  The  Market  Place  well,  which  is 
t  only  public  well  in  the  town,  was  also  examined,  and  the  water  found  to  be  of  excellent  quality, 
lis  is  a  very  valuable  well,  and  the  Council  should  do  all  in  its  power  to  prevent  the  water 

tm  being  wasted.  There  are  several  private  wells  in  use,  and  as  these  are  for  the  most  part 
tllow  they  need  watching. 

Sewerage. — The  drainage  of  the  District  has  been  anything  but  satisfactory,  partly  owing 
the  dry  summer  and  the  absence  of  the  usual  stream  of  water  through  the  main  sewer,  and 
rtly  owing  to  the  growth  of  the  town.  Numerous  complaints  were  made  of  offensive  effluvia 
'in  the  main  sewer  gratings,  the  river  Avon,  and  the  Eowbourne  brook,  while  at  Shurnhold  the 

Ite  of  the  brook  was  distinctly  dangerous  to  the  public  health.  “  The  present  mode  of  draining 
o  watercourses  and  the  river  is  antiquated  as  well  as  illegal,  and  I  think  the  time  has  arrived 
en  the  Council  should  seriously  consider  the  desirability  of  adopting  a  system  of  drainage  in 
:ordance  with  modern  ideas,  and  suited  to  the  requirements  of  a  progressive  town.” 

Regulations  with  regard  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  more  stringent  than  the  old  ones  have 
sn  adopted,  and  have  been  carefully  observed. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890,  has  been  adopted,  but  fortunately  none  of  its 
Dvisions  have  needed  to  be  enforced.  “The  Small  Dwellings’  Acquisition  Act  has  also  been 
opted,  but  it  is  difficult  to  see  of  what  use  this  absurd  Act  can  be  to  the  inhabitants  of 
elksham.”  The  usual  systematic  inspections  of  the  town  were  carried  out  in  conjunction  with 
1  Inspector  of  Nuisances  every  quarter,  and  resulted  in  a  good  deal  of  useful  sanitary  work 
ling  done.  Private  house  drainage  was  improved  at  twenty  houses.  It  is  surprising  to  find 
e  large  number  of  disused  drains  which  honeycomb  some  parts  of  the  town.  Many  of  these 
ains  run  under  houses,  and  are  not  so  innocent  as  they  look,  for  although  they  do  not  contain 
,vage  they  frequently  convey  sewer  gas.  Many  cases  of  chronic  ill-defined  bad  health  are 
ributable  to  these  drains.  Two  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  and  they  both  drain 
o  cesspools — a  highly  objectionable  arrangement.  “  The  cry  for  decent  houses  for  the 
souring  man  is  still  heard,  and  is  still  unheeded.  Many  cottages  in  the  town,  although  not 
_ually  uninhabitable,  are  verging  on  that  state,  and  if  new  houses  were  built  a  clean  sweep 
mid  be  made  of  these  abodes.” 

The  occasional  flooding  of  houses  at  Devizes  Bridge  has  been  again  before  the  Council. 
Lis  serious  nuisance,  so  detrimental  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  inmates,  might  be  remedied 
proper  drainage. 

Bake-houses  were  inspected  every  quarter  and  were  found  to  be  invariably  clean  and  kept 
accordance  with  the  Bye-laws  and  the  Factory  and  Workshops’  Act. 

The  licensed  slaughter-houses  were  also  inspected  quarterly. 


SALISBURY. 


edicai.  Officer  of  Hearth— HARCOURT  COATES  L  R  C  P 

A  - 

rea,  826  acres.  Population  (Census,  1891)  ...  ir,r. 

Population  (  „  igoi)  ...  I7It?. 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Infantile  Mortality 


y  y 


yy 


25-7  per  1000  Pop. 
15*66 
2-69 
1-31 

103*6  ,,  Births. 


yy 


yy 


y  > 


y  y 


from  outsid^efhrDfe^^°buf^ashnoT(kbftedrfhit|f0r  24  ECat^i  0f>  persons  who  were  brougi 
m  the  workhouse  of  persons  removed  from  the  borouv^^Th^n  2°  d^aths  that  °ccurr«i 
been  for  some  years  past.  Thirtv-twn  nf  q  if-i  ^  le  ^feath-rate  is  lower  than  it  h 

fetal  cases.  Nine  cases  of  Diphtheria  1  *  of  I  arvrmif  ^e5r  notlfied,  but  there  were  i 
Erysipelas  were  notified.  1  ’  1  f  ^ }  n£ltls>  1  of  Enteric  Fever,  and  9  cases 

no  hospital' foPr  Skting^ses  Tver^  dffficulTmatter^co  d'fas®  Heading,  but  as  there 

“tS  !or  the  9  cases  of  DiphthJS  '*SSough  famiIie 

considered  by  the  Medical  Officer'of  Heafth^quite  satisfactory!*0*13  and  the  Analyst’s  report  1 
Sewerage  and  House  Drainage.  The  Medical  Officer  is  silent  on  this  subiect 
requiring  it?the  Medfcafo^  °Ut’t  a?d  where  any  case  aros 


condition!”68  W6re  Carefully  IUSPected  and  found  to  be  clean,  and  the  utensils  kept  in  a  prop 


‘be  City  but  in  the°opiffion  <rfihe°Medfoa? Ofifcwof  Health* th  ^  feT,  K°w'sheds  stin  exist 
clean  and  well  kept,  but  in  his  opinion  for  tut  ,  ,?  ‘I  ’ ‘hey  should  be  abolished.  They  a 

better  milk  they  should  not  be  allowed  in  the  clty  atln  °f  ^  C°WS  and  for  the  Production 


been  ordered,  anTthe^o?^  cleansing  and  white-washing  ha- 


- Willi.  ^ 

.  oIvAughtkr-Housbs. — These  have  been  reorilarlv- a  i 
limited  space  obtainable  in  the  City,  the  requirements are ^carried  ouf  “  “  possible-  in  ‘1 

I  riP  turn  1  ~  J — 1 1  . 


-  -t. — ctic  carried  out. 

ine  two  common  lodsrmv-houses  havp  Kpau  a„:i  • 
for  complaint.  ‘  °  n  daily  lnspected  and  no  cause  has  been  four 

Street  cleansing  is  considered  perfectly  satisfactory. 

St.  Mark’s  School  was  closed  for  a  short  time  +u  r 

but  no  notice  was  sent  to  the  County  Council  in  accordant-  an  ePldemic  of  Measle 

Government  Board.  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Eoc; 

The  Report  is  the  shortest  received  this  year  from  any  authority  in  the  County. 


SWINDON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — F.  E.  STREETEN,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 


Area,  1310  acres.  Population  (Census,  1891)  ...  33095. 


Population  (Estimated  1900)  48000. 

Population  (Census,  1901)  ..  44996. 


Birth-rate 

Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate  . . 
Phthisis  Death-?'ate  . . 
Infantile  Mortality  . . 


26-37  per  1000  Pop. 


..  101-1  ,,  Births 


Births. 


Taking  the  estimated  population  at  48000  the  Birth-rate  works  out  at  26-37,  which  is  much 
>ut  the  average  for  the  County,  but  below  the  rate  for  last  year.  The  Death-rate  upon  the 
lie  estimated  population  is  10-1,  much  below  the  rate  for  last  year,  and  considerably  below  the 
rage  for  the  County.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  considers  the  estimation  of  the  population 
unreliable. 

Improvement  has  been  made  in  the  character  of  the  sewage  effluents,  and  the  river 
y,  into  which  they  are  discharged,  is  proportionately  improved.  The  sewering  of  the  Grove 
ad  and  County  Ground  Districts,  formerly  in  the  old  Swindon  Urban  District,  is  necessary  as 
vill  probably  in  the  immediate  future  be  rapidly  developed,  and  the  system  of  cesspits  for  the 
eption  of  sewerage  in  the  town  is  highly  undesirable.  Extension  of  existing  sewers  in  Argyle 
eet  in  the  North  Ward  is  necessary.  The  gradients  of  some  of  the  sewers  of  the  town  vary 
aisiderably,  there  being  too  much  fall  in  some  parts  and  a  deficiency  in  others.  The  main 
vers  in  Westcott  Place  and  Cricklade  Road  notably  are  deficient  in  fall,  and  Field’s  Automatic 
ushing  Tanks  have  been  placed  on  both  these  sewers  with  beneficial  results.  A  separate 
tern  of  storm  water  drains  has  now  been  laid  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the  town,  excepting  in  the 
hth  Ward.  The  condition  of  house  drains  and  closet  connections  in  the  older  cottage  property 
the  town  is  not  satisfactory,  as  little  or  no  supervision  used  to  be  exercised  in  the  laying  of 
.  old  drains,  many  of  these  are  in  an  unsatisfactory  state.  A  large  amount  of  efficient  diain 
Jting  has  been  carried  out  in  the  town  during  the  past  few  years, :  and  a  lot  of  defective  work 
5  been  renewed,  but  very  much  still  remains  to  be  done.  Supervision  over  the  laying  of  house 
tins  and  connections  is  now  strict.  The  Borough  (Rodbourne)  Sewage  Farm  appears  to  be 
Irking  satisfactory,  and  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  have  not  had  cause  to  complain  of  the 
ility^of  the  effluent.  The  condition  of  the  Broome  Farm  is  not  so  satisfactory.  A  Eocal 
vernment  Board  Enquiry  was  held,  and  a  loan  granted  for  the  provision  of  filter  beds  of 
fiicient  area.  Owing  to  the  approaching  incorporation  of  the  towns  no  work  was  commenced 
h  respect  to  the  new  scheme. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  excrement  of  the  Borough  is  water  borne  as  sewage.  Any 
spits  which  exist,  under  section  8  of  the  new  Bye-laws  adopted  October,  1900,  have  to  be 
ptied  and  cleaned  by  owners  every  three  months. 

The  scavenging  of  the  town  is  done  by  a  special  staff  under  the  direction  of  the  Surveyor, 
present  the  whole  of  the  refuse  is  removed  to  the  sewage  farms  and  utilized  there.  The 
dical  Officer  of  Health  considers  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  the  whole  of  the  scavenging 
ff  was  placed  under  the  direction  of  a  responsible  official  as  Scavenging  Inspector.  The 
►tern  in  vogue  is  by  no  means  perfect,  and  is  capable  of  considerable  improvement.  “The 
►eptacles  for  house  refuse  at  present  in  use  are  very  unsatisfactory  as  the  great  majority  of  the 
-eptacles  have  no  cover  whatever,  a  dangerous  nuisance  to  health  is  created  by  the  scattering 
jadcast  of  refuse,  and  it  is  a  standing  disgrace  to  the  town  that  such  receptacles  for  refuse 
rage  should  be  allowed  to  be  in  use.  A  time  table  of  the  exact  hours  at  which  scavenging  will 
undertaken  in  every  street  and  ward  of  the  town  is  very  desirable.”  The  Medical^  Officer  of 
lalth  does  not  think  that  a  bi-weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  sufficient,  especially  in  the  hot 
mths,  when  refuse  has  to  be  kept  festering  in  back  yards  for  three  days  at  a  time. 
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The  Water  Supply  nf  f  , 

for  some  years,  but  up  to  the  1  Ti5  lna^equate,  and  has  been  a  matter  of  public  knowle-  # 
been  adopted.  A  restriction  of  n°f  the  Tear  1900,  n°  satlsfactory  means  of  augmenting  it  h 
necessary  for  some  months.  1G  supp  y  to  consumers  from  9  p.m.  to  5  a.m.  was  again  foi ' 


water  supply,  to  hnmediatlirnroreprf11^^1}17  ?StS  °n  thoSe  that  have  the  control  of  the  to 
ation  has  been  given  to  the  :ake  f  gps  to  augment  it.  That  much  earnest  consid 

consideration  is  going  to  bear  fr, , it  mi  S  'ff, . k'!°'v"’  but  people  are  now  asking  when  tl 
year  the  town  will  alain have to b  ^  MedlCal  °ffi,Cer  °f  Health  thillks  that  in  the  comic 
a  supplementary  supply  Durin°-  b?  depende”t  °’i  the  great  Western  Railway  Company  1 

miIHon  galIons  to  tbe  town  A  cost  ofTs.  3d.  ^P^  delivei 


^  Cl  •  L  U  VO  UIlv5» 

commercial  enterprises  hi  TheTmvnls  SUppIy  hi”dered  and  prevented  introduction 

arise  from  empty  water  mains  and  the  I  -k?  7“’  an,d  the  dangers  to  public  health  likely 
equally  appreciable.  The  town  water  s„  V  ^  s.uppbes  of  one  of  the  necessities  of  life  a 
The  chemical  purity  is  excellent  but  t?  pply. i‘S  a,.lalysed  once  monthly  bv  the  County  Analy; 

the  previous  one,  drawn  attention  to  the  a:lalySt  flas  on  several  occasions  during  this  year,  as' 
that  the  filter  at  present  in  use!  1,'ttll  ^  °f  pr°per  and  efficient  filtration.  It  'is  obvio. 
Analyst  ought  to  receive  some  attention  6  Ja”  3  t0y’  a“d  the  recomnlendation.s  of  the  Coun 


good  order  and  wd™ared0for.n§’h0USeS  “  the  t0Wn  are  owned  by  one  proprietor.  Both  are  i 


majority  being  yearly  licenses' 'T'li !.?,f *  USe  *n  tbe  town  for  which  licenses  are  granted  th 
renewal,  and  ft  would  be  ver^  desdrable  iMe 'f  l^1  °M  bc“CeS  which  do  not  require  Tear 
these  old  perpetual  licenses'  under  the ^  dirlcflom^"'^^  int,r°d“Ced  and  pas^d  piacin 
additions  to  and  alterations  in  the  existing  1  J  i°f  tbe  oca  authority.  Importan 
made  during  the  year.  These  princ  palte  felate  To  tf, lg  l°  slaufl liter-houses  have  bee: 
garbage  and  to  the  provision  of  more  cleai  Hness  in  tZ  1  stora§fe  and  removal  of  offal  am 
personal  inspections  made  by  the  Medical  Offim  d  H  ihT8!0  the  slaughter-houses.  Th. 
the  year.  Five  prosecutions  for  breach  of  P.v  1  Hea  1  1  bave  been  productive  of  good  durini 
obtained.  Dreacb  of  Bylaws  were  undertaken,  and  four  conviction 


and  the  regulSTare  JbsmTveffi  ^Th'efarek'ept  inlood  ‘T'  T'1"''  3re  regularly  inspected 
construction  with  the  latest  improvements  P  S  °rder  and  many  of  them  are  of  modert 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  MiTR-<mrmc  mu  ,  . 

and  the  latter  number  21  places  where  313  cows  arekjpt.^  49  da'neS’  milk'shoPs.  and  cowsheds. 


Regulations  are  enforced,  and  a  register  i  •  ,  , 

as  far  as  possible  with  the  distribution  of'all  milk  n!  vlll^h  deals  Wlt^i  the  source  of  supply,  am 
Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  family  /one  the  E°r°ngh  District.  A  case  o 

removed  to  the  hospital,  and  the  dairy  closed  for V T,  pUVeyor  ,of.  milk.  The  child  wa: 
renovated  and  disinfected.  In  another  instance  it  fortnight  until  it  had  been  thorough 
water  supply  cut  off  by  the  Water  Bolrdfo“on^™VS^r!d  that  a  daip“«  had  had  hk 

water  from  the  country  from  a  well  which  had  been'eomi  Tg’  a',ld  that  he  was  bringing  in 
dan  \  utensils.  Cases  occurred  now  and  amain  where  emned.  for  the  purpose  of  cleansing  his 
convenience  other  than  that  which  existed  ?n  the  shnn  vfery  small  retailers  of  milk  who  had  no 

ash  h'ea8'  SmaH  fiuantlties  of  milk  overnight  in  a  back  yard  inTT101^86  °f  ”lllk  were  detected  in 
ash  heaps.  Frequent  inspection  is  very  necessary  to  T/t  V  ?e  proximity  to  drain  traps  and 

addition  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  Inspector's  staff  wfll  materially  ‘aTsisH  SUJ? . abuSeS’  and  tbe 

'NFtTTQ  A  TV.Tr'-r'c-  _  1  •  -  -  -  c  -  ■  111  UllS. 


Nuisances.— Nuisances  which  are  detected  o  , 

by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  In  gP°.rted  ?s  existing  are  at  once  investio-atec 

the  pT1  form'  In  specially  urgent  cases  needino-  pro^ii nt°at ten t ' SeiTtS  notices  of  abatement  in 
the  Emergency  Committee  who  have  power  to  act  Tt  pt  at  entIon,  the  matter  is  brought  before 
to  be  taken  for  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  '  11  ,S  but  rarely  that  legal  proceedings  have 


Practitioners^OVNotlficatione  by'householdermsT-a"^^''!,'011  ‘Act  are  weI1  curved  by  Medica 


ff 

j 


oved,  all  infected  bedding  and  other  articles  are  taken  away  for  disinfection,  removals  being 
ded  out  by  the  hospital  staff.  When  cases  of  disease  are  isolated  at  home,  disinfection  is 
ied  out  when  convalescence  is  established. 


Isolation  Hospital.— This  is  the  joint  property  of  the  Ratepayers  of  the  Borough  and 
al  District  of  Highworth.  It  at  present  provides  accommodation  for  about  26  cases  other 
h  Small-pox,  but  a  new  block  is  in  course  of  construction  which  will  nearly  double  e 
pmmodation  now  existing.  The  hospital  has  done  good  work  since  its  installation.  It  is 
Fed  as  far  as  possible  on  modern  and  up-to-date  methods,  and  has  the  confidence  oi  e 
die  for  whose  protection  it  has  been  provided.  A  separate  hospital  is  provided  .or  e 
option  of  Small-pox,  with  an  administration  entirely  separate  from  the  Isolation  Hospi  a  . 

Bye-laws  have  been  adopted  for  the  following  purposes  during  the  year:  (1)  Slaughter- 
hses  ;  (2)  Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Nuisances ;  (3)  Removals  of  House  Refuse  ,  (  )  ew 
bets  and  Buildings. 

The  following  loans  were  obtained  during  the  year  For  Cabstand  and  Cabmen’s  Shelter, 
0;  for  Pleasure  Grounds,  £6389;  Allotments,  £1211;  Cottages  at  Sewage  Farm,  £700 ; 
am  Roller,  £540  ;  Public  Conveniences,  £40  ;  Sewerage  Works  and  Storm  Water  Sewers,  £2bU. 

A  stood  deal  of  house-to-house  inspection  has  been  made  during  the  year  by  the  Medical 
cer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  With  the  increase  of  the  sanitary  staff  it  is 
loosed  to  keep  registers  of  each  ward  in  the  town  with  the  results  of  inspection  of  every  house, 
s  will  form  a  valuable  book  of  reference  of  the  actual  sanitary  condition  of  the  whole  town. 

Sanitary  Requirements.— (1)  Provision  of  adequate  water  supply  ;  (2)  alterations  in 
:hod  of  scavenging  and  provision  of  refuse  and  dust  bins  ;  Provision  of  public  Abattoirs  and 
led  meat  inspection  ;  (4)  Storm  Water  Sewering  of  South  Ward  and  improvements  m  th 
vers  of  parts  of  Drove  Road  and  Cricklade  Road. 


TROWBRIDGE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — R.  T.  RICHARDSON,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  1945  acres. 


Population  (Census,  1891)  ...  11717- 

Population  (Estimated  1900)  12560. 

Population  (Census,  1901)  ...  11526. 


18-6  per  1000  Pop . 
13-6 
•39 
0*39 

106-8  ,,  Births. 


99 


99 


99 


99 


99 


9  9 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Inpantile  Mortality 

The  Birth-rate  is  lower  than  last  year,  and  much  below  the  average.  The  Death-rate  is 
0  lower  than  last  year,  44-4  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  being  amongst  persons  of  over  65 
trs.  The  Infantile  Death-rate  also  shows  an  improvement. 

The  Water  Supply  was  constant  and  fairly  satisfactory  during  the  year.  At  the  latter  end 
December  the  supply  was  contaminated  by  surface  water  in  consequence  of  floods  at  the 

Works  for  the  treatment  of  sewage  have  not  yet  been  commenced,  though  there  has  been 
isiderable  discussion  on  the  subject  during  the  year. 

In  July  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  drew  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory 
idition  of  several  of  the  road  gullies.  The  nuisance  caused  by  bad  smells  arising  *  ° 
tse,  in  the  summer  especially,  is  very  objectionable.  This  should  be  remedied  an  a 
m  substituted.  A  great  deal  of  this  nuisance  is  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  road  gullies 
eral  parts  of  the  town  are  the  only  means  of  disposal  of  the  domestic  sewage  of  the  adjoining 

ise. 
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Slaughter-houses  Koi  t, 

invariably  found  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condUiton!™  lodging-houses  are  ^gularly  inspected,  a 

Nuisances  once  a  quart«-U  with  11,lspecte'-1  bp  the  Medical  Officer  accompanied  by  the  Inspector- 

The  cases  of  InSfous  D  t  !  P?  ^  °f  USefld  Sanitary  wor^  beiaS 

included  17  Scarlet  Fever  ( o?n ”  t.he.Dls.tnct  during  the  year  numbered  40,  a 
and  2  of  Enteric  Fever  (\  fo  isqaC  °f  Erysipelas,  (18  m  1899),  6  of  Diphtheria,  (4  in  18d| 

the  Fever  Hospital.  The  sanitore  °Ut  °f  Z  l7  ,cas?s  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  l 

occurred  were  unsatisfactory  A  S  °/  the  houses  where  6  cases  of  Diphthen 

from  the  road  gully  outside  the  hous^^  °ffiCer  °f  Health  believed  that  one  case  was  infect.; 

d  he  JVTedical  Officer  of  tx~  14-1  -i 

list  of  notifiable  diseases  1  SUggests  the  advisability  of  Phthisis  being  added  to  tl 

Gratuitous  disinfppti Ati 

offered  and  leaflets  bearing  on  theT.^ectoshoufobe  dSfif  phthisicaI  Persons  should  1  i 
Sixteen  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year. 


WARMINSTER. 


Medicai,  Officer  of  Hbalth-F.  J.  FLOWER,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  6085  acres.  Population  (Census,  1891) 

Population  (  „  Igol) 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Infantile  Mortality 


5563- 

5547- 


y  y 


23  5  per  1000  Poh. 
14*2 
0-53 
0-71 

Births. 


yy 


y  y 


y  y 


^Tie  Birth-rate  shows  an  increase  on  that  nf  ioCt  -t 

the  last  decade.  The  highest  annual  rate  durL  tote  Y  a  ^Ut  Vs  nulch  below  the  average  o 
per  1000.  The  Death-rate  is  an  improvement ll tha?  bTst  ^  been,  32'7'  aild  the  lowesf 22  t 
for  the  last  decade.  The  highest  Death-rate  durino-  this  ■  ;',’e.ar’  a.tl(  much  below  the  avera.-t 

«w“'  '«  1"  ■»»»-  Th«  *W=  «"< 

p  ss-T”  r M  **  -  *> 

their  closets  into  earth  closets,  which  with  proper  attention  ne  I  n  prefer  converting 

no  system  of  scavenging  for  the  same,  constant  supervisfoTT^  i‘ lmgS’  but  as  there  is 
neglected.”  supervision  is  required,  or  they  get  horribly 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  town  has  been 

analysis  of  the  Clinical  Research  Association  certifies  the  wJ°  q.Ual,ity  and  quantity,  and  the 
being  imusally  free  from  organic  impurities  and  very  soft.”  *  t0  be  “  of  excellent  quality, 

“The  need  of  better  cottage  accommodnfinn  t  h 
report  and  a  Committee  was  formed  to  consider  the  matterVit  re?°f  ed  011  il?  my  last  annual 
arrived  at.  Four  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reporter!  1  1  belleve  110  definite  result  was 

and  one  other  has  been  put  in  proper  repair  on  rourcompaiafnt°”e  C°Uage  33  Unfit  for  habilati^! 

Bake-houses,  slaughter-houses,  and  dairies  u 

attention  has  been  paid  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  ffitL/^A1^17  insPected>  and  great 
consumption  was  seized  and  destroyed  by  order  of  the  magistrates  A  qUaatlty  of  meat  unfit  for 
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The  town  has  been  regularly  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  monthly 
ports  made  as  to  the  result  of  the  inspection. 

Four  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  16  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified.  The  Mission  School 
Warminster  Common  was  closed  for  a  few  weeks  in  consequence  of  the  outbreak  of  Scarlet 
ever.  Three  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  7  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
umps  were  epidemic  in  the  town  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  many  adults  were 
Ifected.  The  disease  took  a  most  unusual  form  in  many  of  the  cases. 


WESTBURY  (URBAN). 


Medicae  Officer  of  Health — WALTER  H.  REID,  M.R.C.S. 


Area, - acres.  Population  (Census,  1891)  ...  - 

Population  (  ,,  1901)  ...  3300. 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Infantile  Mortality 


24-5  per  1000  Pop . 


20-3 


*  > 


o-oo 

1*19 

207-3 


5* 


Births. 


The  Birth-rate  is  fairly  satisfactory.  The  Death-rate  is  very  high.  It  is  very  probable 
lat  there  is  an  error  in  the  estimation  of  the  population  upon  which  it  is  calculated.  The 
afantile  Mortality  is  very  high,  but  no  reason  for  it  has  been  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
fealth. 


Ten  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified,  viz. :  Erysipelas,  4 ;  Scarlet  Fever,  6  ;  all 
ere  of  a  mild  type,  and  none  were  fatal.  The  disinfection  of  rooms  and  clothing  was  carried 
ut  under  the  instructions  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

“Although  there  is  a  great  dearth  of  houses  for  the  working  classes  in  the  town,  the 
[edical  Officer  of  Health  had  been  obliged  to  condemn  six  cottages  at  Bourne’s  Barton,  and  to 
tcommend  the  Council  to  have  them  demolished.  They  are  now  vacated,  and  are  totally  unfit 
>r  repairing,  the  walls  being  thoroughly  damp  and  unhealthy.  Several  houses  in  Maristow 
treet  and  Fore  Street  are  out  of  repair,  and  want  painting  and  whitewashing,  and  they  require 
lore  privy  accommodation  of  an  improved  character.  The  vaults  of  privies  should  be  more 
equently  emptied,  and  the  only  way  to  ensure  this  being  done  would  be  for  the. Council  to  take 
he  matter  into  their  own  hands  and  do  their  own  scavenging  until  a  regular  drainage  scheme  is 
(nopted,  even  then  house  refuse  and  contents  of  ash  pits  would  require  to  be  frequently  removed.” 

“The  great  want  of  the  District  is  a  good  Water  Supply,  and  an  efficient  scheme  of 
ewerage.  The  former,  it  is  anticipated  will  shortly  be  provided  by  the  new  water  works,  which 
i  re  now  in  course  of  construction.  The  latter  has  not  up  to  the  present  time  been  considered  as 
scheme  for  the  whole  district,  and  as  of  necessity  some  time  must  elapse  in  the  preparation  of  a 
theme,  I  should  recommend  the  Council  taking  the  initiative  in  the  matter  without  delay.” 

“  Two  sewers  have  been  laid  during  the  year  but  they  are  not  of  much  benefit,  as  the  one 
u  Prospect  Place  does  not  deal  with  sewage,  but  is  only  a  slop  drain,  and  the  one  at  the  Union 
eals  only  with  a  very  small  portion  of  the  District.”  * 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  wishes  to  draw  the  attention  of  his  Council  to  the  fact  that 
tie  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  not  supplied  with  registers  for  slaughter-houses,  dairies,  cowsheds, 
nilkshops  and  bakeries,  and  recommends  that  they  be  supplied,  as  then  a  proper  system  of 
fcgistration  could  be  carried  out. 

Sanitary  Requirements. — Cleansing  of  privies,  earth  closets,  and  general  town  scaveng- 
1  g  should  be  done  by  a  staff  of  men  employed  by  the  Council.  A  sewerage  scheme  is  greatly 
«eeded,  the  streams  being  for  the  most  part  used  as  carriers  of  sewage  and  offal  refuse  to  the 
sk  of  the  public  health. 

*  There  are  no  sewage  disposal  works. — C.M.O. 
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WILTON  (URBAN). 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— CHARLES  R.  STRATON,  L.R.C.P.,  L-S.Sc.,  Durham. 


Area,  1799  acres. 


Population  (Census,  1891; 
Population  (  ,,  1901) 

Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-i'ate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 


2120. 

2203. 


17*4  per  1000  Pop. 
6-3 
0-42 
0-85 


9  9 


99 


9  9 


73-0 


Births. 


Infantile  Mortality  .  . 

much  tleTowest  mthe  Com' °ff  “  the  Birth-rate‘  The  Death-rate  is  remarkably  low, 
Scarlet  Fever.  ‘  Thl cases' o°f  iSti'erti 

and  cleausedby1  the' ^  Sspector^ the  ^  Six  h°USes  Were  disinfected 

e  The  Water  Supply  has  been  abundant,  and  on  each  occasion  when  it  has  been  examined  it 
was  found  to  be  of  excellent  quality.  There  are  a  few  houses,  situated  beyond  the  re^h  of  the 
water  mams,  which  are  supplied  by  means  of  wells  and  tanks.  In  two  of  these  a  filtering  tank 

waaStereworksPP  ’  ^  “  Hkely  t0  pr°V6  °f  vaK,e-  There  are  495  housefsuppHed  from  the 

Drainage  on  the  whole  has  worked  well.  Two  slight  interruptions  occurred  in  North 
Street,  and  one  in  the  Market  Place,  all  of  which  were  easily  and  speedily  cleared  Two  new 

lnnPeCta°n  hol?S  ha7e  budt  wbeA  the  sewer  Passes  through  Wilton  Park.  They  are  about 
500  yards  apart  and  will  be  found  of  great  service  in  keeping  the  channel  clear.  Since  the 

ventilating  shaft  at  the  top  of  Ditchampton  has  been  converted  into  a  lamp,  there  have  been  no 
complaints  of  smell,  and  the  ventilation  is  much  more  perfect  than  it  was  before. 

•  The  Burial  pounds,  slaughter-houses  and  bakehouses  have  been  regularly  inspected  and 
are  m  good  order,  whilst  various  Bye-laws  relating  to  them  are  duly  enforced.  31  ’  d 

A  house-to-house  inspection  was  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Insoector 

of  Nuisances,  and  portions  of  the  District  were  also  inspected  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
when  Diphtheria  was  epidemic.  y  lvxcUiC£il  juicer, 

The  Scavenging  has  been  well  carried  out,  and  since  the  refuse  has  been  collected  on 
two  days  instead  of  one  every  week,  the  whole  is  cleared  away  by  10  a.m.  ° 

to  be  m^hBwauted.’S’UCh  35  eX'Sted  f°rmerly’  forbiddinS  tbe  removal  of  manure  after  9  a.m.  seems 

The  Sanitary  improvement  most  required  at  present  is  the  provision  of  proper  flushing 
apparatus  to  the  water  closets  of  certain  old  parts  of  the  town.  In  manv  of  twl  ,,  ,  ,  g 
cistern  has  yet  been  supplied,  and  the  flushing  is  irregularly  and  deficiently  done  proper 
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PART  IV. 

SUMMARY  OF  ANNUAL  REPORTS. 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


AMESBURY. 


Medicae  Officer  of  Hearth — CHARLES  EDDOWES,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  61002  acres. 


Population  (Census,  1891) 
Population  (  ,,  1901) 


6878. 

8268. 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Infantile  Mortality 


23-55  per  1000  Pop . 
18-0 
1-45 
0-87 

166-6  ,,  Births. 


99 

99 

99 


99 
9  9 
9  9 


The  Birth-rate  is  lower  than  for  1899.  The  Death-rate  shows  a  considerable  increase,  but 
when  the  deaths  from  non-residents  are  deducted  it  brings  the  rate  down  to  1 6*7.  Of  course 
these  figures  are  based  upon  an  estimated  population  of  6878.  Probably  when  the  census  figures 
are  available  the  population  will  be  found  to  be  either  under  or  over  estimated. 

From  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  six  deaths  were  attributed,  viz. :  4  from  Diphtheria, 
Whooping-cough,  1  ;  and  from  Measles,  1. 

Water  Suppey. — The  water  supply  to  20  cottages  in  the  parish  of  Bulford  is  still  very 
defective  the  inmates  having  to  obtain  their  water  for  domestic  purposes  from  the  river,  lhese 
complaints  have  been  repeatedly  brought  before  the  notice  of  the  Authorities,  but  as  far  as  can 
be  learned,  nothing  has  yet  been  done  to  remedy  this  evil. 

Dunn0"  the  year  20  samples  of  water  were  analysed,  and  all  were  good  and  fit  for  domestic 
use,  and  generally  speaking,  the  Water  Supply  throughout  the  Union,  which  is  entirely  supplied 

by  wells,  is  plentiful  and  good. 

A  few  samples  of  beer  were  analysed,  but  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  failed  to  obtain 
any  trace  of  Arsenic. 

The  streams  and  water-courses  are  all  in  fairly  good  order. 

Twenty-nine  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year  Twenty-one  of 
these  occurred  in  the  Amesbury  District,  1  in  the  Orcheston  District,  and  4  m  the  Winterbourne 
District  The  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  Parish  of  Bulford  and  Winterbourne.  In  the 
former  the  disease  was  due  to  the  insanitary  condition  of  the  National  School  privies ;  and  the 
cases  at  Winterbourne  were  generally  in  cottages  that  were  old,  damp,  and  with  indifferent 
sanitary  surroundings.  Of  the  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  one  occurred  m  the  Parish  of  Bulford, 
and  was  undoubtedly  due  to  defective  surroundings.  The  other  case,  occurring  at  Newton  Toney, 
was  imported  direct  from  Fareham,  in  Hants.  In  each  case  appropriate  measures  were  taken 
and  the  Fever  did  not  spread  beyond  the  first  incidence.  The  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred 
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at  Figlieldean,  Woodford,  and  Durrington,  and  were  of  a  mild  type.  In  all  the  cases  the  cottages 
were  ime-was  leu  and  disinfected  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  every  precaution  taken  to 
prevent  further  spread  of  the  Disease. 

r  There  were  5  deaths  from  Phthisis,  which  gives  a  rate  of  *7  per  1000,  5  from  Cancer,  13 
rom  roncnitis,  18  Ironi  Pneumonia,  12  from  Heart  Disease,  and  from  all  other  causes  47. 

tt  the  year,  in  company  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  the  Medical  Officer  of 

ea  i  visited  each  village  in  the  Union,  and  inspected  the  slaughter-houses,  bakehouses,  and 
aines,  all  ol  which  were  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  He  also  inspected  150  cottages,  4  of  which 
were  un  t  or  habitation,  and  over-crowded.  In  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  great  improve- 
J^e,nr, 111  c°ttage  property,  more  room  provided,  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  much  improved, 
but  there  are  yet  cottages  notably,  in  the  Parish  of  Amesbury,  which  are  in  the  same  dilapidated 
and  insanitary  condition  as  they  were  when  reported  to  the  Council  in  1899. 

There  are  no  Bye-laws  in  force  in  the  Amesbury  Rural  District. 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation. 


BRADFORD-ON-AVON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Hearth— W.  J.  ADYE,  M.R.C.S.,  E.S.A. 


Area,  16608  acres. 


Population  (Census,  1891) 
Population  (  ,,  1901) 


5394- 

5071- 


2P0  per  1000  Pop. 
12-1 
0-74 
0-18 

85' 7  ,,  Births. 


yy 


y  y 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
lnfa7itile  Mortality 

The  Birth-rate  shows  a  decrease.  There  is  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  Death-rate. 

Water  Supply.-HoII  and  Broughton  are  chiefly  supplied  by  private  waterworks.  The 
water  is  of  fair  quality.  The  last  of  these  two  villages  draws  its  water  from  wells  which  in 
some  instances  are  situated  a  great  deal  too  close  to  privies.  At  Holt  the  well  water  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  polluted.  Atworth  m  winter  has  a  partial  supply;  this  also  comes  from  a  private 
spring  on  Mr  Fuller  s  property  but  the  mam  supply  is  from  wells.  South  Wraxhall,  Westwood 
and  ymgfield,  are  all  supplied  from  wells-supply  being  very  limited  and  not  very  <r0od 
Winsley  and  Lnnpley  Stoke  have  the  High  Level  Company’s  water  from  Bath  but  some  house' 
holders  111  both  villages  still  use  their  wells.  Monkton  Farleigh  has  a  partial  supply  with  three 
public  taps  111  the  village  street.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  led  to  believe  that  a  full  and 
constant  supply  of  water  could  be  obtained  if  one  spring  was  tapped  and  a  reservoir  made  d 

Sewerage.  Sewerage  and  drainage  are  absent,  a  privy  with  cess-pit  beiim  the  usnal 
accommodation  for  cottages  as  a  rule,  wtth  the  result  that  no  one  cleans  the  cess-Dit°and  iiL™ 
resuits.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  would  like  to  see  («)  every  cottage  with  a  privy  to  itself 
(£)  a  law  by  which  the  out-going  tenant  had  to  clean  it  out  before  the  new  tenant  came  in  • 

(c)  in  cases  where  a  landlord  only  supplied  one  privy  to  two  or  more  cottages,  a  law  compelling 
him  to  clean  it  out  at  least  once  m  every  six  months.  npeinn& 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  suggests  that  the  various  Parish  Councils  should  arrano-e 
for  some  person  or  persons  to  empty  the  buckets  of  earth  closets  once  or  twice  a  week  Z Iht 
present  arrangement  is  very  unsatisfactory,  many  of  the  occupiers  having  only  a  small  piece  of 
garden  ground.  He  also  advises  that  more  attention  should  be  paid  to  tlie  construction  nflf 

theweHs6  Pi“i0“  g  °f  the  iUneSS  °f  Ule  “Strkt  ^duetolheponurionof 

.  .  House  REFUSE.-There  is  no  method  for  its  removal.  If  the  soil  of  a  garden  is  heavv  it 
is  dug  m  ;  and  where  it  is  not  wanted  for  that  purpose  it  is  put  in  a  heap  and  left  perhaps  foi 
months,  till  some  one  carts  it  away,  meantime  it  poisons  the  air  around  with  its  horrible  smell 
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In  July  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  made  a  house-to-house  inspection  in  Holt  on 
count  of  the  prevalence  of  Diphtheria,  45  cases  being  notified  from  that  village.  As  resu  t 
his  inspection  he  arrived  at  the  following  conclusions :  that  the  disease  was  caused  by  {a)  the 
mt  of  efficient  drainage ;  (J?)  polluted  wells ;  (V)  atmospheric  influences ;  (d)  t  la  a  grea 
imber  of  cases  were  due  to  the  mildness  of  the  symptoms  m  many  instances,  so  la  n 
edical  attendance  was  had,  and  the  children  allowed  to  run  about  among  their  e  ows,  an 
•  caused  its  spread. 

The  Schools  at  Holt  were  closed  for  about  a  month.  A  drainage  scheme  is  awaiting  the 
iproval  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  which  will  do  away  with  the  open  drains  and  tout 
rss-pits  in  the  village.  The  water  supply  of  the  village  has  also  been  improved. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  gives  no  inform- 


ion  upon  this  subject. 

The  District  appears  to  have  been  well  inspected  by  the  new  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
ho  only  took  up  office  on  9th  July,  1900. 

Dairies,  cowsheds,  bake-houses  and  offensive  trades  appear  to  have  been  well  looked  after. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Orders  have  been  adopted  and  are  enforced. 

Sanitary  Requirements.— (1)  Holt  drainage  :  The  scheme  which  is  under  consideration 
light  to  be  pushed  forward.  (2)  Water  supply  is  urgently  needed  m  Wraxhall  Monkton 
arleigh,  Wingfield,  Westwood  and  Atworth.  (3)  Building  Bye-laws  for  new  houses  and 
eneral  Bye-laws  dealing  with  nuisances  appear  to  be  necessary. 


CALNE. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — D.  CAMPBELL,  M.D. 


Area,  27279  acres. 


Population  (Census,  1891)  ...  5°^4* 

Population  (  ,,  1901)  •••  4^I5* 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Infa7itile  Mortality 


2-0  per  1000  Pop. 
2-0 
0-39 
0-99  „ 

’3*0  ,,  Births. 


99 


99 


99 
9  9 


There  is  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  Birth-rate.  The  Death-rate  also  shows  a 
ilio-ht  decrease.  Of  the  56  deaths  that  occurred  in  the  District  during  the  year,  32  exceeded  the 
he  age  of  65  years.  Of  these  8  were  between  the  age  of  65  and  70,  13  between  70  and  80  years, 
)  between  80  and  90  years,  and  2  between  90  and  100  years. 

Water  Supply. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  makes  no  mention  of  this  subject. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.— The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  makes  no  mention  on  this 


subject. 

Excrement  Disposal. — No  mention  of  this  subject. 


No  Bye-laws  appear  to  be  in  force. 

I  Dairies  and  cowsheds  regulations  have  been  adopted  and  are  enforced,  111  dairies  and 

:owsheds  being  registered. 

Eleven  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified,  viz. :  Diphtheria  (treated  at  home)  4, 
Erysipelas  (treated  at  home)  6,  Scarlet  Fever  (2  treated  at  home  and  4  removed  to  the  hospital). 

J  Scarlet  Fever  was  contracted  by  the  children  attending  the  Public  Schools  in  the  Caine 
Urban  District.  All  recovered. 

Accompanied  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visited  the 
vhole  District  and  many  nuisances  were  abated. 
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Bake-houses  were  inspected,  and  found  clean  and  tidy. 

and  rerfnrt<It1weall>orfiNuiS-ances  rT‘ularly  and  systematically  visited  the  dairies  and  cowsheds, 
ana  reports  mat  all  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  state 


ation  upon  tWsGsubjecr  W°EKING  CEASSES.-The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  gives  no  inform- 


CHIPPENHAM. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— W.  F.  BRISCOE,  M.D. 


Area,  56453  acres. 


Population  (Census,  1891) 

Population  (County  Rate  Basis,  1891) 
Population  (Census,  1901)  . 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-7'ate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Infantile  Mortality 


16246. 

17050. 

17885. 


9  9 


27*2  per  1000  Pop . 
16-6 
0-80 

0*98  „ 

94-8  ,,  Births. 


9  9 


9  9 


The  Birth-rate  remains  practically  stationary.  The  Death-rate  shows  a  slight  decrease. 

places SnfrLK'  the  water  supply  of  the  District  would  be  bad,  and  in  some 
places  deficient  111  quantity  Much  has,  however,  been  done  to  improve  these  defects  The 

nei'fhbours111  Tim  eptended  their  mains  a11  round  the  town  to  supply  thei'r  rural 

extended  ks  ; 

the  private  supply  of  Sir  Alnry  Meux.  Boxalso  K’Sod'pKpSS  in  sZf  33 
the  occupiers  have  to  go  some  distance  to  fetch  the  water,  and  the  Rural  District  Comic  1  Is 
considering  a  scheme  whereby  certain  outlying  portions  of  Box  can  be  better  supplied  and  the 
same  scheme  may  bring  the  water  within  a  more  convenient  distance  of  these  houses  he 
occupiers  of  which  have  to  fetch  water  from  the  public  supply  at  the  fountain  At  Kin-ton  St 

c"£hP”lSossf  »' s"  d-  o.  - "«» —  fo,1  pSife™  t 

Sewerage:. — Corsham  is  the  onlv  part  of  the  DHtnVt-  fUnf  ^  i  ,  . 

SeT  TlT'  1  f  is  "0t  completed,  the  disposal  3  ToUmvhi- been 

erected.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  sewerage  from  the  wnrVlinncA  „,:n  ^  n  & 

system,  and  that  water  closets  will  re-place  the  existing  dry  earth  closets  there  °  sewera£e 

An  improvement  is  also  contemplated  in  the  sewera-e  system  at  T  amcl-  «  At  rm 

v,l  age  with  great  natural  aids  to  drainage,  various  works  have  from  time  to  time  been  carried 
out.  The  system  there,  although  it  answers,  cannot  be  called  perfect.”  earned 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  considers  that  the  other  portions  of  the  District  are  hardlv 
large  enough,  or  the  want  urgent  enough,  to  require  a  regular  sewerage  system.  h  d  J 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. _ The  hnnw  u-.  .  M1 

so  good  a  class,  nevertheless  some  good  cottaoes  now  re  Dlace  old  Hil  °uG  V1  a?es  ,are  Tlot 

of  Kington  St.  Michael.  In  Sutton  Benger and ^neighbourhood^ ““k  1-?.the  villaSe 
good  houses.  The  supply  of  houses  in  the  Rural  District  is  ecmal  to  if  itb  laS  ‘’"l.1  some  ve,ry 
demand.  A  large  number  of  houses  have  been  erected  in  Roy  Vnrct  ’  -0es  n,ot  exceed,  the 

and  Hardenhuish.  These  new  houses  are  well  buTlt  the  „  L  h!,  !’  Chippenham  Without, 
Building  Committee  of  the  Rural  District  Council.  ’  d  ‘  °  )eeu  submitted  to  the 

Ninety-five  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  viz  •  is  •  Oo  t-  .  , 

33  Scarlet  Fever,  9  Enteric  Fever,  and  3  Puerperal  Fever  ’  '  DlPhtheria,  32  Erysipelas, 
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The  new  Isolation  Hospital  was  opened  during  the  year,  and  is  thoroughly  equipped  for 
Dviding  the  best  forms  of  treatment.  There  is  accommodation  for  20  beds.  A  certificated  nurse 
provided.  A  disinfecting  apparatus  has  also  been  provided,  and  an  ambulance  carriage, 
nefits  of  the  hospital  are  open  to  all  classes  of  the  community  residing  within  the  area  of  the 
aibined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Chippenham. 

Of  the  cases  of  Knteric  Fever  6  were  due  to  the  pollution  of  the  drinking  water  at  Ashley, 
>x.  One  case  was  caused  by  an  overflow  from  the  river  forcing  sewerage  into  the  well  used  tor 
nking  purposes.  One  case  was  imported  into  the  District  from  Weston-super-Mare.  O 
5e  was  a  returned  soldier  from  South  Africa,  who  was  ill  upon  arrival. 


CRICKLADE  &  WOOTTON  BASSETT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — F.  G.  WRIDE,  R.R.C.P. 


Area,  44691  acres. 


Population  (Census,  1891) 
Population  (  ,,  ^o1) 


11835. 

II357* 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Infantile  Mortality 


24 *2  per  1000  Pop. 
15-2 
0-50 

1-18  „ 

69-6  „  Births. 


99 
9  9 


9  9 
9  9 
99 


The  Birth-rate  is  lower  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  being  24-2  as.a?““st  f^dnst 

ar  1899.  The  Death-rate  is  also  lower  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  being  15  2  as  against 

*65 

Water  Supply.— Part  of  Purton  is  now  supplied  with  pure  water,  and  the  provision  of  a 
pply  for  Cricklade  is  under  consideration.  Matters  in  the  country Tlstncte  s  l  continue 

sSC'Sr  SSL”  s  Ar,irr=t,r,S1  ■„■««  -  t 

e  water  mains.  ,  •  . 

Sewerage  —The  street  sewer  in  Wootton  Bassett  was  again  the  cause  of  much  complaint, 
e  stench  at  times  being  described  as  intolerable,  and  was  much  aggravated  in  the  summe  . 
re  Medical  Officer  of  Health  suggested  what  he  considered  the  reme  y  in  a  prev 
7.  ■  That  the  ground  ventilators  be  all  blocked  up,  and  that  they  be  p  y 

afts  running  up  the  sides  of  houses  to  a  level  above  the  highest  windows. 

e  fir^bjf^he^iqffi^manure^ of° aC cattily nrd^d°Thoridiill!1and^’ofi^w^k;]fstreanrsmi^^ftS 

s  in  S 

5tSsS“  ^l^l^ju^^^^ples  of  water 
ere  taken  for  analysis  above  this  source  of  pollution,  and  found  to  be  ta  y  p 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes.— Many  cottages  are  in  a  state  °f  great  dilapi  ation 
,d  arfmifnhabited,  and  will  in  a  short  time  probably  be  in  rums  not  being  worth  the  expense 
repair  A  few  new  cottages  have  been  built,  and  these  are  readily  taken. 

Bake-houses  and  slaughter-houses  have  been  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the 

edical  Officer  of  Health  has  received  no  complaints. 

Ninety-four  cases  of  Measles  were  reported.  The  Disease  .wa%°bheUrevXnce°of  tht 
dug  reported  as  due  to  this  cause.  Two  Schools  were  closed  owing  to  the  prevalence  ot  this 

isease  for  a  period  of  three  weeks  each.  * _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 


*  No  notice  of  the  closure  was  sent  to  the  County  Council. 


Enteric  Fever. — Three  cases  were  reported  in  one  house,  one  case  proving  fatal.  The 
two  other  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  made  an  uninterrupted  recovery. 
The  drinking  water  (well)  was  analysed  and  found  unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  the  well  being 
polluted  by  the  contents  of  a  stable  drain  running  into  it  from  a  flaw  in  the  drain.  A  fresh  well 
is  being  sunk  at  some  distance  from  the  stables. 

With  a  total  of  106  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  reported  during  the  year,  one 
death  only  occurred,  that  being  the  one  from  Enteric  Fever.  The  Medical  Othcer  of  Health 
thinks  the  Council,  may  congratulate  itself  on  this  record,  also  on  the  small  number  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Typhoid  Fever,  of  the  latter  more  especially,  as  the  rural  population  were 
often  terribly  short  of  water. 

Satisfactory  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Swindon  Isolation  Hospital  for  the 
reception  of  cases  of  Small-pox  should  that  Disease  be  unfortunately  introduced  into  this 
District.  * 

Sanitary  Requirements. — (1)  A  good  water  supply  available  for  all  is  of  the  first 
importance;  (2)  Improved  drainage ;  (3)  Better  house  accommodation. 


DEVIZES. 

Medicae  Officer  of  Hearth — G.  S.  A.  WAYEEN,  L.R.C.P. 


Area,  63048  acres.  Population  (Census,  1891)  . 

Population  (Estimated  1899) 
Population  (  ,,  1901) 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Infantile  Mortality 


25-3  per  1000  Pop. 


20-4 

0.48 

1*61 

66-8 


9 9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

99 

Births 

13318. 

12548. 

1307°. 


There  is  a  slight  improvement  in  the  Birth-rate.  The  Death-rate  is  greater  than  that  for 
the  previous  year,  but  allowing  a  reduction  in  the  population  for  the  Asylum  inmates,  an 
amended  Death-rate  of  15*5  is  arrived  at.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  estimates  the  total 
population  at  12365,  or  nearly  1000  less  than  the  Census  return  for  1891.  Had  he  calculated  his 
Death-rate  upon  the  Census  return  of  1891,  the  net  Death-rate  would  have  been  13  8. 

Water  Supply. — Varied,  chiefly  from  wells;  in  some  villages  from  public  springs,  and 
portion  of  the  Parish  of  Roundway  is  supplied  by  the  Devizes  Waterworks.  A  few  isolated 
portions  of  the  District  drink  water  from  brooks  or  streams,  notably  at  Cuckoo’s  Green,  Potterne, 
and  lower  part  of  Great  Cheverell.  There  have  been  no  extensions  or  changes  in  the  water 
supply  in  1900.  The  two  portions  of  the  District  referred  to  are  supplied  by  brook  water  and 
have  not  a  satisfactory  supply.  No  certificates  have  been  applied  for  under  section  6  of  the 
Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  but  the  new  houses  built  have  all  had  a  water  supply.  No 
action  has  been  taken  under  section  3  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  by  the  Rural 
District  Council  during  the  year. 

Sewerage. — No  work  of  special  interest  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  with  the 
exception  of  the  Breachfield  Drainage  Scheme;  but  smaller  drainage  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  in  Potterne,  Wedhampton,  Easterton,  West  Eavington,  Poulshot,  Roundway,  and 
Market  Eavington. 

The  Septic  Tank  at  the  Barracks  has  been  in  work  throughout  the  year,  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  has  received  no  complaints  as  to  the  pollution  of  the  canal. 

The  Breachfield  Drainage  Scheme  received  the  sanction  of  the  Eocal  Government  Board, 
and  a  loan  of  £2500  was  raised.  The  works  are  gradually  approaching  completion,  and  will  be 
in  working  order  during  the  coming  summer. 
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Housing  of  the;  Working  Crasses. — Eleven  new  houses  have  been  built ;  also  nineteen 
other  buildings,  which  come  under  the  new  Bye-laws :  and  four  houses  have  been  closed  as 
being  unfit  for  habitation.  Overcrowding  to  a  small  extent  exists  in  certain  villages,  but  there 
is  less  than  formerly.  In  a  few  places  there  is  insufficient  garden  space  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  with  closet  contents. 

Bake-houses  and  slaughter-houses  have  been  inspected,  and  generally  found  clean. 
Thirteen  bake-houses  have  received  notice  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  lime-wash. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  Bye-laws  came  into  force  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and 
the  Inspector  reports  that  127  are  registered.  The  lime-washing  of  the  cowsheds  has  been 
carried  out  throughout  the  District. 

There  were  35  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  but  all  were  of  a  mild  type.  A  solitary 
case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  imported. 

Sanitary  Requirements. — (1)  Improved  house  accommodation  in  certain  parts  of  the 
District,  and  more  houses ;  (2)  An  Isolation  Hospital  and  proper  Disinfecting  Chamber,  both  of 
which  will  shortly  be  provided. 


HIGHWORTH. 


Medicae  Officer  of  Hearth — F.  E.  STREETEN,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H. 


Area,  49658  acres. 

Population  (Census,  1891)  ... 

145°°. 

Population  (Estimated,  1899) 

15600. 

* 

Population 

(Census,  1901)  ... 

14279. 

Birth-rate 

•  •  #0  •  • 

27-8  per  1000  Pop . 

Death-rate 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

14-2 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

0-70  „ 

Phthisis  Dath-rate 

1-54  „ 

Infantile  Mortality 

102  ,,  Births. 

There  is  a  slight  falling  off  in  the  Birth-rate,  and  there  has  been  a  marked  reduction  in 
the  Death-rate. 

Water  Suppry. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  gives  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
condition  and  character  of  the  water  supply  of  each  parish  in  his  District. 

SEWERAGE. — No  very  complete  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  exists  in  most  of 
the  villages.  The  following  villages  and  towns  have  systems  of  sewers  and  disposal  more  or  less 
complete  : — 

Castle  Eaton.— Half  of  the  village  is  now  sewered,  and  the  remainder  will  shortly  be 
completed.  There  is  no  system  of  disposal. 

Hannington.— In  the  main  part  of  this  village  sewers  have  been  laid  with  outfall  works  on 
the  system  of  broad  irrigation. 

Highworth. — Well  drained  over  most  of  its  area,  and  most  houses  have  been  connected  with 
the  sewers  which  are  of  modern  construction.  1  wo  outfalls  exist,  one  at  Eastrop  and  one  at 
Westrop,  where  sewage  is  treated  by  Broad  Irrigation.  The  land  used  is  insufficient  and 
unsuitable,  having  a  tendency  to  become  easily  “sewage  sick.”  Last  summer  a  nuisance  was 
created  from  this  cause  until  after  hay  time,  when  more  land  was  allowed  to  be  used  for  irrigation 
by  a  neighbouring  farmer.  Some  inexpensive  bacterial  filters  might  be  with  advantage 
constructed  here. 

Rodbourne.— In  the  “Telford”  District  a  system  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works 
exists.  Neither  the  sewers  nor  disposal  works  are  satisfactory,  and  many  nuisances  have  arisen. 
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Moredon,  in  Rodbourne  Parish,  is  partly  drained,  and  has  outfall  works  where  sewage 
is  treated  by  irrigation. 

Stratton  St.  Margaret  has  some  sewers  which  were  no  doubt  originally  laid  as  storm  water 
drains.  They  are  defective,  and  not  fit  for  the  sanitary  requirements  of  a  growing  and  populous 
place  The  sewage  is  taken  to  three  outfalls  at  present,  and  at  one  of  them  only,  it  is  rea  e  y 
irrigation.  The  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  this  village  is  now  before  the  Local  Government 
Board.  The  scheme  which  had  its  inception  in  the  year  1896,  is  apparently  as  far  off  commence¬ 
ment  as  ever.  It  appears  to  be  now  delayed  because  of  the  possibility  and  probability  of  t  e 
Parish  of  Stratton  St.  Margaret  being  included  in  the  Borough  of  Swindon.  The  whole  scheme 
has  been  amended  and  is  now  complete  with  its  disposal  works,  being  broug  it  lere  y 

gravitation. 

Stanton  is  well  drained,  and  has  its  sewage  brought  to  one  outfall  for  treatment  by 

irrigation.  .  .  .  .  r 

Wroughton  is  perhaps  the  best  sewered  village  in  the  Union  District.  An  outbrea  o 
Typhoid  Fever  some  years  ago  was  the  means  of  causing  action  to  be  taken  both  with  lespec  o 
proper  drainage  and  a  pure  water  supply.  It  is  unfortunate  that  some  provision  was  not  mace 
in  the  first  instance  for  the  disposal  of  storm  water  which  at  times  quite  floods  tne  sewers. 

The  remaining  parishes  of  the  District  have  no  proper  system  of  water-borne  sewage.  In 
some  no  drains  other  than  ditches  exist,  and  in  others  there  are  storm  water  drains  of  more  or 
less  primitive  description,  which  also  receive  “  slop  water  ”  and  in  some  instances  excreta  also. 
The  “pail”  system  is  in  use  in  most  villages,  and  the  usual  difficulties  occur  m  disposing  of 

“soil”  when  it  has  been  deposited. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  suggests  the  adoption  of  Bye-laws  for  dealing  with  the 
systematic  emptying  of  pail  closets. 

The  duty  of  removing  all  house  refuse  at  present  devolves  on  the  occupiers  of  houses, 
there  bein0-  no  public  scavenging  in  the  District.  The  nuisance  from  accumulations  of  house 
refuse  in  the  vicinity  of  dwellings  is  often  acute,  and  it  is  not  possible  with  the  present  powers 
to  deal  systematically  with  it.  There  are  certain  populous  parts  of  the  District  where  scavenging 
would  be  particularly  beneficial,  and  householders  would  be  glad  to  be  relieved  of  a  necessary 
and  unpleasant  duty.  The  coming  year  will  probably  see  some  steps  taken  in  regard  to  this 

important  matter. 

Slaughter-houses  and  bake-houses  are  regularly  inspected  and  lime-washed  at  stated 
intervals. 

Dairies  Cowsheds,  and  Miekshops. — Regulations  have  been  adopted,  and  are  enforced. 
All  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year.  The  register  is  now  complete,  and  gives 
accurate  information  as  to  lighting,  ventilation,  cleaning,  drainage,  and  water  supply  of  all 
cowsheds  and  byres.  The  cubic  space  allowed  for  each  animal  is  also  calculated  and  recorded. 
^  pj-Qp0j-jy  constructed  cowshed  is  easily  kept  clean,  but  some  of  those  in  use  in  the  District  are 
old  and  inconvenient,  and  consequently  are  not  kept  in  such  a  sanitary  condition  as  is  desirable. 
On  the  whole  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  more  care  and  attention  is  now  given  to  the  state  of 
dairy  farm  premises  generally,  and  improvement  can  certainly  be  recorded  during  the  year. 

Workshops  and  Factories,  of  which  there  are  three  in  the  District,  are  under  inspection. 

The  only  offensive  trade  which  is  carried  on  is  the  manufacture  of  bone  and  blood  manure 
in  connection  with  a  horse  slaughtering  business.  But  during  the  year  no  complaints  have  been 
received,  and  the  business  is  now  carried  on  with  the  minimum  of  offence  to  those  who  have  to 

live  in  the  vicinity. 

Inspections  of  District. — The  District  appears  to  be  well  inspected  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  During  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
has  commenced  to  keep  a  register  of  each  Parish  in  the  Union,  and  particulars  as  to  ownership, 
occupation,  description  and  situation  of  premises,  number  of  rooms  and  inmates,  closet 
accommodation,  drainage,  water  supply,  and  other  particulars  are  recorded  in  the  registers. 
These  registers  will  f°rm  an  invaluable  book  of  reference.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  given 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  great  assistance  in  this  matter,  and  a  very  large  amount  of  work 
has  devolved  on  him  in  consequence. 

Progress  has  been  made  with  respect  to  the  adoption  of  Bye-laws  for  the  whole  District, 
some  have^already  received  the  sanction  and  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  it  is 
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now  only  a  question  of  a  short  time  which  must  elapse  before  the  adoption  of  the  whole.  They 
will  give  considerably  increased  powers  to  the  Local  Authority,  with  respect  to  nuisances, 
disposal  of  refuse,  control  oi  slaughter-houses,  and  regulations  as  to  new  streets  and  buildings. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  out  of  a  total  of  60  cases  of  Zymotic  Diseases  notified,  34,  or 
over  40  per  cent,  were  removed  for  treatment  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year  has  been  less,  and  that  of  Diphtheria 
increased,  outbreaks  of  Diphtheria  at  the  Union  Workhouse  and  at  Bishopstone  being  the 
apparent  cause  of  this  excess.  The  inhabitants  of  Highworth  Rural  District  do  not  appear  so 
readily  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  as  do  the  people  in  the 
Borough  area,  but  the  hospital  is  advancing  in  popularity  every  year,  and  is  doing  good  work. 

Sanitary  Requirements. — (1)  Provision  of  public  water  supplies  in  certain  populous 
areas,  whose  supply  is  at  present  derived  from  shallow  surface  wells ;  (2)  Sewerage  works, 
including  disposal  for  Parish  of  Stratton  St.  Margaret. 


MALMESBURY. 

Medicae  Officer  of  Health— CHARLES  W.  PITT,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  57442  acres.  Population  (Census,  1891)  ...  10203. 

Population  (  ,,  1901)  ...  9812. 


Birth-rate 

Death-rate 

Zymotic  Death-rate  . . 
Phthisis  Death-rate  .  . 
Infantile  Mortality  ,  . 

There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  Birth-rate, 
is  a  further  reduction  in  the  Infantile  Mortality. 


22-3  per  1000  Pop. 

13*7 

1*7  „ 

0*68  „ 

83*0  ,,  Births. 

The  Death-rate  shows  an  increase. 


There 


Water  Supply. — There  have  been  no  extensions  during  the  year.  Sherston  is  still 
inadequately  supplied,  but  a  scheme  is  now  before  the  Local  Government  Board  for  the 
provision  of  a  water  supply  for  this  village.  Section  6  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878, 
is  not  enforced  in  all  cases  in  the  District.  No  action  has  been  taken  under  section  3  of  the 
same  Act  during  the  3rear. 


Sewerage  and  Excrement  Disposal. — No  reference  to  this  subject  made  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  annual  report. 

There  are  no  Bye-laws  adopted  or  enforced  in  this  District. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  that  no  regulations  have 
been  adopted. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  makes  no  reference 
to  this  important  subject  in  his  annual  report. 

Twenty  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified,  viz. : — 3  of  Enteric  Fever ;  3  of 
Erysipelas  ;  and  13  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Although  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  available,  no  case  appears  to  have  been  moved  from 
the  Rural  District.  But  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  from  the 
Urban  District  was  removed  to  the  Hospital,  and  was  useful  in  preventing  any  further  spread  of 
the  disease. 


There  were  several  cases  of  Measles  at  Brinkworth,  and  two  deaths  occurred  there.  The 
schools  were  closed  from  March  13th  to  April  23rd.  There  were  also  two  deaths  from  Measles  at 
Minety,  one  death  at  Somerford  Magna,  and  one  death  at  Crudwell.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  thinks  that  the  public  ought  to  know  that  Measles  is  a  more  dangerous  disease  than  is 
generally  thought  to  be,  on  account  of  its  disposition  to  attack  the  lungs.  There  was  also  an 
outbreak  of  Measles  at  Broad  Somerford,  and  the  schools  were  closed  from  February  24th  to 
March  24th. 
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MARLBOROUGH. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — C.  JAMKS,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  41677  acres. 


Population,  (Census,  1891)  ...  5494* 

Population,  (Estimated,  1899)  5487- 

Population,  (Census,  1901)  •••  5412- 


Birth-rate 

Death-rate 


24‘6  per  1000  Pop. 


Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Inf  a  71  tile  Mortal  ity 


bo  v 


Births. 


The  Birth-rate  is  practically  identical  to  that  of  last  year.  There  is  a  slight  increase  in 
the  Death-rate.  Of  the  83  deaths  37  occurred  in  people  over  65  years  of  age. 

Twenty-nine  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified.  Of  this  number,  9  were  Diphtheria, 
4  Erysipelas,  and  16  Scarlet  Fever.  14  of  these  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and 
more  would  have  been  if  that  institution  had  not  been  fuli  owing  to  the  presence  of  cases  from 
the  Borough.  There  was  one  death  at  Broad  Hinton  from  Diphtheria,  and  this  was  the  on  y 
fatal  case  from  Infectious  Disease  in  the  whole  District. 

In  all  cases  of  removal  of  patients  to  the  Hospital,  disinfection  was  propeily  carried  out 
at  the  houses,  and  bedding,  &c.,  treated  in  the  steam  apparatus. 

In  connection  with  the  Isolation  Hospital  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  glad  to  know 
that  an  arrangement  has  at  last  been  made  with  the  Borough  Authorities,  and  that  a  combined 
Hospital  will  Tie  erected  providing  the  same  amount  of  accommodation  as  at  present  exists. 

Water  Supply.— The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reports  that  the  Water  Supply  is 
generally  satisfactory.  Some  isolated  cottages  have  to  depend  on  rain  water,  but  the  majority 
are  supplied  with  wells.  A  case  reported  upon  last  year  of  insufficient  supply  at  Broad  Hinton, 
where  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  advised  the  sinking  of  a  well,  the  owners  considered  it 
j nip racticable,  and  have  instead,  made  another  tank,  which  meets  the  case  fairly  well.  At 
Clatford  he  found  some  people  dependent  on  rain  water  standing  in  open  tubs.  There  was  a 
well,  but  it  was  in  a  very  foul  condition,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  feared  that  it  cannot 
be  cleansed  until  next  autumn.  The  Broad  Hinton  Parish  Council  have  communicated  with  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  asking  for  his  co-operation  in  the .  consideration  of  the  whole  water 
supply,  and  he  proposed  to  report  to  the  Rural  District  Council  at  a  future  date. 

SEWERAGE.— The  drains  are  nearly  all  open  ones.  The  only  portion  of  the  District  in 
which  any  other  system  prevails  is  in  the  parish  ot  Preshute,  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
believes  will  shortly  be  incorporated  with  the  Borough  of  Marlborough. 

The  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  done  by  the  occupiers,  and  compares  very 
favourably  with  the  method  adopted  in  adjacent  towns. 

Housing  of  Working  Clasess— The  house  accommodation  for  the  labourer  is  quite 
sufficient,  seeing  that  there  are  several  empty  houses,  but  the  condition  of  them  is  in  some 
instances’  far  from  satisfactory.  Many  are  very  old,  draughty,  and  inconvenient.  4  new  houses 
have  been  erected  during  the  year.  1  house  has  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation.  345 
cottages  appear  to  have  been  inspected  during  the  year.  The  number  of  nuisances  reported  has 
been  small  and  not  serious  in  character,  but  they  have  been  inspected  and  abated. 


MELKSHAM. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — Dr.  INGRAM  KEIR,  F.R.C.S.,  Edin. 


Area,  13867  acres.  Population,  (Census,  1891)  ...  4775. 

Population,  (Estimated,  1899)...  4460. 

Population,  (Census,  1901)  ...  4439* 


Birth-rate 

..  23*8  per  1000  Pop. 

Death-rate 

..  13-1 

99  99 

Zymotic  Death-rate  . . 

0*00 

9  9  9  9 

Phthisis  Death-rate  . . 

0-68 

9  9  9  9 

Infantile  Mortality  . . 

.  .  28*5 

„  Births. 

There  is  a  slight  improvement  in  the  Birth-rate.  There  is  a  decided  decrease  in  the 
Death-rate. 

Water  Supply. — There  was  again  a  very  serious  dearth  of  water  at  Seend  Cleeve,  and 
New  Buildings,  Seend,  in  August,  September,  October,,  and  November.  The  Council  carted 
water  round  to  the  inhabitants  during  that  period,  but  it  is  obviously  most  desirable  to  put  an 
end  to  this  serious  state  of  affairs,  so  detrimental  to  the  public  health,  by  extending  the  Water 
Company’s  main  to  this  district.  Section  3  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  renders  it 
obligatory  on  every  Sanitary  Authority  to  see  that  every  occupied  dwelling  house  within  their 
District  has  within  a  reasonable  distance  an  available  supply  of  wholesome  water  sufficient  for 
the  consumption  and  use  for  domestic  purposes  of  the  inmates  of  the  house.  The  Filter-bed  a,t 
Whaddon  which  was  reported  upon  as  being  contaminated,  has  been  satisfactorily  renewed.  A 
new  well  has  also  been  sunk  giving  a  good  supply  of  excellent  water. 

Sewerage  and  Refuse  Removal. — 100  yards  of  new  sewers  were  made  at  Hilperton,  which 
is  one  of  the  worst  drained  parts  of  the  District.  The  Shurnhold  Brook,  which  became  a  serious 
nuisance  during  the  warm  weather,  was  cleaned  out,  but  the  only  way  to  abate  the  nuisance  is  to 
to  forbid  the  discharge  of  .sewage  into  the  brook.  “Many  nuisances  were  caused  by  piggeries,  but 
the  law  on  the  subject  is  so  weak  that  it  is  only  when  they  become  injurious  to  health  that  they 
can  be  effectually  dealt  with.  It  is  very  desirable  that  increased  powers  over  them  should  be 
procured.”  No  systematic  scavenging  is  carried  out  by  the  Council,  although  this  might  with 
great  advantage  be  done  in  Melksham  Without,  Seend,  and  Hilperton. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — Eleven  new  houses  have  been  built,  and  a  number 
of  improvements  made  in  cottages  in  various  parts  of  the  District.  No  action  was.  taken  during 
the  year  under  “  The  Housing  of  the  Wbrking  Classes  Act.  There  is  still  a  scarcity  of  cottages 
for  the  labouring  poor,  but  the  demand  is  not  sufficiently  great  to  warrant  Part  III  of  the 
Housing  Act  being  put  in  force.  In  the  monthly  report  for  February,  1900,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  drew  attention  to  the  flooding  of  houses  in  Semington  Lane  through  inadequate 
drainage.  This  serious  condition  still  continues  to  the  great  danger  of  the  health  of  the  inmates, 
and  he  trusts  the  Council  will  give  the  subject  its  careful  consideration. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — It  is  gratifying  to  notice  a  general  improvement  in  the  dairies 
of  the  Districts.  Greater  cleanliness  is  maintained,  and  better  flooring  and  drainage  are  provided. 
55  premises  were  registered  during  the  year,  and  in  12  instances  registration. was  delayed  until 
structural  defects  were  remedied.  The  new  Bye-laws  have  been  carefully  carried  out. 

Bakehouses,  Slaughterhouses,  and  Workshops.— These  were  inspected  quarterly, 
and  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

The  elementary  schools  were,  on  inspection,  found  to  be. kept  in  good  sanitary  condition. 
In  one  instance  there  was  overcrowding,  but  this  is  being  remedied  by  enlargement. 
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MERE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — B.  POPE  BARTLETT,  M.R.C.S. 


31093  acres.  Population 

(Census,  1891)  ... 

5762. 

Population  (Estimated,  1899) 

5357* 

Population  (Census,  1901)  ... 

52I°. 

Birth-rate 

22’4  per  1000  Pop. 

Death-rate 

16-5 

Zymotic  Death-7rate  .. 

1-70  „ 

Phthisis  Death-rate  . . 

0-56  „ 

Infa7itile  Mortality  .  . 

33-8  ,,  Births. 

There  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  Birth-rate.  The  Death-rate  is  practically  identical  with 
that  of  last  year. 

Water  Supply. — In  only  one  part  of  the  District  is  a  system  of  water  works  laid  down, 
and  that  is  in  the  village  of  Maiden  Bradley,  where  excellent  water  is  obtained  from  a  spring 
about  a  mile  from  the  village,  and  pumped  to  a  reservoir  whence  it  is  distributed  all  over  the 
village.  With  the  exception  of  a  small  portion  of  Stourton,  and  part  of  East  Knoyle  Parish,  all 
the  rest  of  the  District  obtains  its  water  from  springs  rising  from  the  surface  or  from  wells  of 
various  depths.  The  waters  obtained  from  the  springs  and  deep  wells  are  usually  very  pure, 
w7here  means  are  taken  to  prevent  contamination  by  surface  leakage.  The  waters  obtained  from 
the  shallow  wells  as  at  East  Knoyle,  and  from  the  river,  as  in  some  cases  at  Mere,  are  either 
impure  or  liable  at  times  to  become  contaminated,  and  are  quite  unfit  for  domestic  use.  In  the 
case  of  East  Knoyle,  the  Council  have  been  endeavouring  during  the  past  year  to  obtain  a  new 
supply  of  water  for  the  village,  and  have  caused  an  experimental  boring  to  be  made,  the  value  of 
which  is  being  considered.  The  town  of  Mere  is  largely  dependent  for  its  water  supply 
upon  shallow  wells,  the  state  of  affairs,  although  better  in  many  respects  than  it  was  formerly, 
cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  Considering  the  number  of  people  living  in  the  town,  and 
close  aggregation  of  a  number  of  buildings,  shallow  wells,  which  are  very  liable  to  contam¬ 
ination  are  not  a  satisfactory  source  of  supply.  Besides  the  necessity  of  a  general  supply  of 
water  of  undoubted  purity  for  domestic  purposes,  more  water  than  is  at  present  available  is 
required  to  flush  those  portions  of  the  sewers  situated  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  town, 
especially  during  the  dry  months  of  summer  when  the  rain-fall  is  low. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — Owing  to  the  scattered  nature  of  the  houses  in  the  District, 
only  in  a  limited  portion  is  a  system  of  sewerage  possible.  In  only  two  places  are  a  system  of 
any  size,  viz.  ;  at  Maiden  Bradley,  where  a  main  sewer  laid  through  the  village  is  used  to  carry 
off  the  surface  water  and  sewage  from  a  few  houses,  and  in  the  town  of  Mere,  where  a  system  of 
sewerage  and  drainage  is  laid  down.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  considers  the  late  epidemic 
of  Diphtheria  at  Mere  to  be  closely  connected  with  the  sewerage  system.  He  attributes  the 
epidemic  largely  to  two  causes: — (1)  the  defective  state  of  house  drains,  and  the  insanitary 
manner  in  which  they  are  connected  with  the  main  sewers  ;  (2)  the  want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of 
water  to  flush  some  portions  of  the  main  sewer.  The  opening  up  of  several  of  the 
drains  in  houses  where  Diphtheria  have  occurred,  clearly  shows  in  what  a  careless  manner  the 
house  drains  had  been  laid,  and  the  total  absence  of  any  attempt  to  prevent  the  escape  of  sewer 
gas  from  the  sewers  into  the  dwellings  and  their  surroundings  by  a  proper  method  of  dis¬ 
connection  and  ventilation.  At  the  British  Schools,  of  which  13  scholars  and  teachers  suffered 
from  Diphtheria,  the  drains  were  discovered  to  be  constructed  of  unsuitable  pipes,  laid  with  little 
or  no  fall,  and  on  account  of  that  and  an  insufficiency  of  water  used  in  flushing,  the  drain  was 
absolutely  blocked  with  solid  sewage.  Much  has  been  done  during  the  past  year  to  correct  this 
state  of  things  in  the  town  of  Mere,  but  much  remains  to  be  done.  Twenty-one  house  drains 
have  been  laid  or  re-laid,  and  18  cleansed,  trapped  and  ventilated. 

Excrement  Disposal.— In  the  town  of  Mere  where  there  is  a  system  of  sewerage,  the 
water  closet  is  the  most  frequent  method  of  disposal  of  excrement.  There  is,  however,  no 
general  water  supply,  the  closets  as  a  rule  being  flushed  with  water  carried  by  hand,  a  method 
not  always  satisfactory.  In  the  villages,  cess-pits  are  the  rule,  and  these  are  often  found  in  a 
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most  insanitary  state,  the  pits  being  badly  situated,  defective  in  construction,  and  sometimes 
overflowing.  Thirty-eight  of  these  have  been  repaired,  including  those  used  in  the  National 
Schools  at  Kilmington  and  Maiden  Bradley,  and  23  converted  into  pail  closets.  In  all  cases  where 
possible  it  has  been  recommended  to  convert  the  cess-pits  into  pail  closets,  and  many  of  the  latter 
are  now  in  use. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — Owing  to  the  decrease  of  population  due  to 
emigration,  the  number  of  houses  in  the  District  has  been  more  than  sufficient  to  accommodate 
the  population,  with  the  result  that  only  the  better  constructed  houses  have  as  a  rule  been 
inhabited,  many  of  the  more  dilapidated  having  been  allowed  to  fall  to  pieces.  The  houses  of 
the  working  classes,  especially  in  villages  where  they  are  owned  by  the  large  landlords,  are 
generally  in  a  very  good  state  of  repair,  and  are  surrounded  by  suitable  wash-houses  and  good 
gardens.  During  the  year  two  cottages  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  two  cleaned 
and  lime-washed  ;  two  new  houses  have  also  been  erected.  The  Rural  District  Council  at 
present  exercises  no  supervision  over  the  erection  of  new  houses,  but  it  is  believed  that  it 
contemplates  adopting  Bye-laws  for  the  purpose. 

No  Bye-laws  of  any  sort  exist  in  the  District,  and  no  regulations  under  the  Dairies  and 
Cowsheds  Orders  have  been  adopted.  In  consequence  there  has  been  no  systematic  inspection 
of  these  buildings. 

The  District  appears  to  have  been  well  inspected  during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  a  number  of  nuisances  have  been  dealt  with. 

Forty-three  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  reported  under  the  Notification  Act.  Of 
these,  38  were  cases  of  Diphtheria,  36  of  which  occurred  in  Mere  and  Zeals,  and  one  each  in 
Kilmington  and  Maiden  Bradley.  There  was  a  severe  epidemic  of  Measles  throughout  Zeals, 
Stourton,  Mere,  and  West  Knoyle  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  necessitating  the  closing 
of  the  elementary  schools  in  these  parishes  for  a  combined  period  of  twelve  weeks.  .  There  is  no 
Isolation  Hospital  in  the  District,  the  patients  being  isolated  as  far  as  possible  in  their  own 
homes. 


PEWSEY. 


Medicae  Officer  of  Heakth — CHAREES  H.  EAWRENCE,  E-R-C.P. 


Area,  72403  acres. 


Population  (Census,  1891)  ...  11713- 

Population  (  ,,  1901)  ...  11209. 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Infantile  Mortality 


24*5  per  1000  Pop. 
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Births. 


The  Birth-rate  is  identical  to  that  of  last  year.  There  is  an  increase  in  the  Death-rate. 
There  were  12  deaths  in  the  Union  workhouse,  11  of  these  occurring  in  persons  over  60  years  of 
age. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  there  is  generally  a  good  supply  of  water  throughout 
the  Union,  which  is  almost  entirely  supplied  by  wells.  He  says  nothing  of  the  purity  of  the 
water,  and  no  action  appears  to  have  been  taken  under  section  3  of  the  Public  Health  (Water) 
Act,  1878. 

Five  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified  at  Eastsands,  Burbage.  Examination  of  the 
premises  revealed  the  fact  that  the  drainage  was  very  defective.  The  one  well  which  supplies  all 
these  cottages  with  water  is  close  to  the  drain  ;  and  on  analysis,  the  water  was  found  to  be 
polluted. 
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SEWKRAGE. — Rudgershall  has  no  system  of  drainage  whatever.  The  water  supply  is 
insufficient  in  some  places,  and  the  wells  badly  protected  and  cared  for.  Drains  at  Alton  Priors, 
Wilsford,  and  Wootten  Rivers  have  been  cleaned  out  and  attended  to.  The  main  drain  at  Rushall 
has  been  re-laid.  No  single  village  in  the  Pewsey  District  appears  to  have  a  proper  system  of 
sewerage.  Sixteen  new  privies  were  built  during  the  year. 

Housing  oe  the  Working  Classes.— The  cottage  accommodation  remains  much  the 
same,  except  in  the  villages  owned  by  the  War  Office,  Knford  and  Netheravon,  in  which 
considerable  improvements  have  been  made,  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
cottages  at  Ludgershall  are  very  old  and  dilapidated,  and  scarcely  fit  for  habitation.  Ten  new 
cottages  have  been  erected  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

The  bake-houses  and  slaughter-houses  have  been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

The  numerous  dairies  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  are  well  kept. 


RAMSBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — W.  T.  J.  WOODFORDE,  M.D. 


Area,  50000  acres.  Population  (Census,  1891)  ...  7388. 

Population  (Estimated,  1899)  6743. 

Population  (Census,  1901)  ...  7093. 


Bb'th-rate 
Death-rate 
Zyjnotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Infantile  Mortality 


27*9  per  1000  Pop. 
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There  is  a  slight  reduction  in  the  Birth-rate.  The  Death-rate  is  very  much  higher  than 
last  year.  It  should,  however,  be  noted  that  70  deaths,  or  nearly  54  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  were 
of  persons  above  65  years  of  age,  while  there  were  only  12  deaths  from  infants  less  than  a  twelve- 
month  old. 

There  were  in  all  9  deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Diphtheria  4,  Diarrhoea  4,  Whooping 
Cough  1. 

Water  Supply. — Nine  cases  of  deficient  or  impure  water  supply  were  dealt  with,  and 
fifteen  wells  were  cleaned  out. 

Sewerage. — The  District  being  so  largely  traversed  by  streams,  and  the  scattered 
character  of  the  villages  rendering  systems  of  sewerage  inapplicable  to  their  requirements,  the 
due  supervision  of  disposal  of  slop  drainage  entails  much  watchfulness  and  trouble  on  the  part 
of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  order  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Thames  Conservancy, 
who,  however,  are  fairly  satisfied  with  what  is  done  to  prevent  the  streams  from  being  fouled, 
except  at  Great  Bedwyn,  where  it  was  found  that  slop  drains  from  a  good  many  houses  had  been 
connected  with  the  surface  water  street  drains,  and  in  one  instance  a  W.C.  had  been  so  connected. 
The  discharge  to  the  main  stream  occurred  at  three  points.  A  Committee  met  the  representative 
of  the  landowner  on  the  ground  and  to  avoid  burdening  the  village  with  a  heavy  expense  with  a 
sewerage  scheme  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Eocal  Government  Board,  he  consented  to 
carry  out  some  small  works  which  it  is  hoped  will  meet  the  case.  At  Chilton  a  discharge  of 
sewage  of  the  same  character  was  found  from  several  cottages.  The  representatives  of  the 
owners  in  these  cases  arranged  to  cut  off  the  respective  drain  connections.  This  has  now  been 
done  at  Chilton,  and  in  part  at  Bedwyn,  but  at  the  last-named  place  there  has  been  delay  in 
carrying  out  the  work,  which  was  not  completed  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Housing  of  THE  Working  Classes. — A  large  proportion  of  the  cottages  in  this  District 
are  old,  and  many  of  them  have  the  structural  sanitary  deficiencies  of  their  date  of  erection. 
Special  inspections  have  been  made  with  reference  to  them  in  various  localities,  and  particularly 
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in  Ramsbury,  where  several  blocks  of  worn-out  and  decayed  tenements  were  reported  to  the 
Council.  4  were  closed  as  unfit  for  occupation,  1 1  which  were  dilapidated  have  been  put  into 
repair,  and  9  were  cleansed. 

All  the  registered  Cowsheds,  41  in  number,  have  been  visited,  and  with  one  exception — 
where  a  nuisance,  since  abated,  was  found — their  condition  was  satisfactory. 

Two  of  the  21  Bakehouses  inspected  required  cleansing,  but  otherwise  the  regulations  as 
to  whitewashing,  &c.,  were  found  to  be  complied  with,  as  was  also  the  case  with  the  slaughter¬ 
houses. 

Twenty-six  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received  during  the  year,  viz.,  Scarlet 
Fever  7,  Diphtheria  2,  Membranous  Croup  6,  Enteric  Fever  1,  Erysipelas  10. 


SALISBURY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — C.  G.  B.  KEMPE,  M.D. 


Area,  55427  acres. 


Population  (Census,  1891)  ...  12894. 

Population  (Census,  1901)  ...  12860. 


Birth-7  ate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
hifantile  Mortality 
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Births. 


The  Birth-rate  is  lower  than  last  year,  and  below  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years.  The 
Death-rate  is  very  considerably  reduced,  and  is  well  below  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years. 

There  were  1 1  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease. 

Water  Supply.— Parts  of  Milford  Without  and  Eaverstock  are  supplied  by  the  Milford 
Water  Works  Co.,  and  Fisherton  Anger  Without  by  the  Fisherton  and  Bemerton  Water  Works 
Co.  The  rest  of  the  District  obtains  its  water  for  all  purposes  from  wells,  springs,  rain-water 
tanks  and,  in  a  few  instances,  from  ponds.  The  majority  of  the  wells  are  shallow,  varying  in 
depth  from  six  to  twelve  or  fourteen  feet,  but,  as  a  rule,  in  this  District  these  seein  to  give  a 
sufficient  and  wholesome  supply.  During  the  year  7  wells  were  cleaned  and  repaired,  and  one 
has  been  closed  on  account  of  pollution.  Section  6  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  has 
been  rigidly  enforced.  Certificates  as  to  water  supply  have  been  granted  for  32  new  dwellings. 
The  supply  was  derived  in  16  from  the  Milford  Water  Works  Co.,  in  11  from  wells,  and  in  5  from 
rain-water  tanks.  I11  two  cases  the  certificate  was  withheld  until  the  Council  was  satisfied  that 
the  supply  was  efficient. 

Sewerage. — There  is  no  system  of  sewerage  in  the  District.  In  most  parts  of  the  District 
sewage  is  disposed  of  in  cesspits,  which  are  periodically  cleaned  out,  and  the  contents  spread 
over  the  land.  Complaints  arise  from  neglected  and  overflowing  cesspits,  which,  as  a  rule,  are 
promptly  put  right  upon  notice  being  drawn  to  the  nuisance.  The  Milford  Sewage  Disposal 
Scheme  is  still  under  consideration.  This  parish  and  that  of  Fisherton  Anger  Without  are  the 
two  which  require  some  provision  in  this  respect. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  a  sausage  skin  factory  was  established  in  Fisherton  Anger 
Without,  and  in  July  complaints  were  received  of  the  nuisance  caused  by  it.  Notices  were 
served  to  abate  the  nuisance.  Complaints  were  again  received  in  December,  and  the  place  is 
still  under  supervision,  and  improvements  in  dealing  with  refuse  are  contemplated. 

The  District  appears  to  be  regularly  and  systematically  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  house  accommodation  of  the  District  is,  as  a  rule,  good,  and  what  change  there  is, 
is  for  the  better.  The  surroundings  of  the  cottages  are  clean,  and  generally  speaking,  there  is  a 


74 


sufficiency  of  open  space  about  them.  During  the  year  two  houses  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for 
habitation,  and  one  case  of  overcrowding  dealt  with.  Thirty-two  new  houses  have  been  erected. 

All  Slaughterhouses  and  Bakehouses  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops,  to  the  number  of  94,  have  been  regularly  inspected  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  regulations  made  by  the  Council  under  the  Contagious  Diseases 
(Animals)  Act,  1886,  and  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885,  are  duly  enforced. 

During  the  year  4  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  Infectious  Disease,  3  on  account  of 
Measles,  and  1  on  account  of  Diphtheria. 

The  need  for  some  efficient  means  of  isolating  patients  suffering  from  Infectious  Disease 
is  ever  present.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  prompt  isolation  early  in  the  course  of  such 
an  epidemic  would  do  more  to  check  its  spread  than  any  other  means. 

Useful  cards  and  handbills  giving  directions  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infection  of 
Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  &c.,  have  been  distributed  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Requirements. — Isolation  accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases ;  Bye-laws 
dealing  with  Scavenging  and  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 


TISBURY. 

Medicae  Officer  of  Health — J.  A.  ENSOR,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  41916  acres.  Population  (Census,  1891)  ...  8596. 

Population  (  „  1901)  ...  7714. 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-7  ate 
Infaiitile  Mortality 
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Births. 


The  Birth-rate  is  practically  the  same  as  last  year.  The  Death-rate  shows  a  slight 
increase,  and  is  slightly  above  the  average  for  the  past  10  years.  In  the  decade  from  1890-1899, 
the  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  in  the  District  was  62,  an  average  of  just  over  6  per  annum, 
and  it  is  scarcely  satisfactory  that  in  the  year  under  review  nearly  twice  that  number  should  have 
died  from  what  must  now  be  regarded  as  a  preventable  and  infectious  disease. 

Water  Supply. — Some  progress  has  been  made  with  the  proposed  water  supply  of  the 
District.  The  engineer  has  been  instructed  to  prepare  the  preliminary  plans  for  the  supply  by 
gravitation,  and  negotiations  are  being  carried  on  with  the  owners  of  property,  for  the  right  of 
taking  pipes  through  their  land.  During  the  year  3  cottages  at  Donhead  St.  Mary  have  been 
adequately  supplied  with  water  from  a  neighbouring  spring.  At  Ansty,  the  water  supply  in  some 
instances  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  One  group  of  cottages  and  a  small  farm  obtain  their  water 
from  a  spring  some  distance  away.  The  supply  is  abundant,  but  the  water  is  very  liable  to 
contamination  from  cattle  grazing  in  the  field  in  which  the  spring  opens.  The  contamination  of 
this  spring  could  be  obviated  by  railing  it  oft,  and  a  convenient  supply  obtained  for  the  adjoining 
farm  and  cottages  by  means  of  pipes.  Action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  against  the  owner 
of  two  cottages  at  Donhead,  under  section  6,  Public  Health  (Water)  Acts,  1878,  and  a  conviction 
obtained.  On  the  Fonthill  Abbey  Estate  the  water  supply  has  been  re-organized.  The  pipes 
have  been  taken  up,  cleaned,  and  re-laid,  and  new  filtering  beds  provided,  polarite  being  used  as 
the  filtering  agent. 

SEWERAGE.— The  system  of  sewerage  at  Tisbury  appears  to  be  satisfactory,  but  it  is 
probable  that  as  fresh  connections  with  the  main  sewer  are  made,  and  consequently  the  volume 
of  sewage  increases,  the  present  method  of  filtration  will  have  to  be  modified  and  adapted  to 
further  treatment  by  precipitation,  before  the  effluent  is  allowed  to  pass  into  the  river.  Need  for 
improvement  on  present  arrangements  exists  at  Charlton,  where  the  slops  from  a  group  of  about 
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20  cottages  are  thrown  into  the  roadway,  constituting  a  nuisance.  The  provision  of  a  drain  with 
properly  tapped  connections  for  each  cottage  would  remedy  this  long-standing  defect.  In  most 
parts  of  the  District  the  chief  receptacles  of  excreted  matter  are  the  old  fashioned  and 
most  undesirable  midden  pits.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  many  of  these  out-of-date  and 
unwholesome  structures  are  still  in  existence,  when  their  conversion  to  the  more  modern  and 
cleanly  form  of  earth  or  ash  closet  could  be  so  easily  effected,  and  at  so  little  cost.  These  privy 
pits  are  cleaned  out  at  too  infrequent  and  irregular  intervals,  so  that  their  festering  contents 
become  a  source  of  danger  to  those  using  them. 

Housing  of  thk  Working  Classes. — The  house  accommodation  of  the  District  is  good, 
but  the  readiness  with  which  any  new  cottages  built  are  occupied,  suggests  that  in  some  instances 
improvement  in  existing  houses  is  called  for.  Six  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the 
y ear,  and  two  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation.  Supervision  over  the  erection  of  new 
houses  is  exercised,  and  in  one  instance  the  owner  of  two  new  cottages  at  Donhead  was 
prosecuted  for  failing  to  provide  a  proper  supply  of  water  to  his  new  premises. 

Regulations  for  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  were  adopted  during  the  year,  and  came 
into  force  on  May  1st.  As  a  result,  135  cowsheds,  &c.  have  been  registered.  The  ultimate  effect 
of  these  regulations  must  be  to  re-act  very  beneficially  on  the  general  health,  as  well  as  on  the 
particular  industry.  The  table  of  work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  shows  that  114  contra¬ 
ventions  of  the  regulations  have  been  dealt  with.  This  appears  an  excessive  number  compared 
with  the  registrations,  but  it  cannot  be  expected  that  all  necessary  improvements  can  be  made  at 
once.  Under  the  Order  one  prosecution  was  instituted,  and  a  conviction  obtained,  an  order  being 
made  that  the  cowshed  in  question  was  to  be  put  into  a  condition  more  compatible  with 
cleanliness. 

Slaughter-houses,  bake-houses,  and  factories  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  the 
various  regulations  in  connection  with  them  have  been  observed. 


WARMINSTER. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — F.  J.  FUOWKR,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  51624  acres.  Population  (Census,  1891)  ...  7470. 

Population  (Estimated  1899^  7400. 

Population  (Census),  1901  ...  6324. 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate- 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
I?ifa7itile  Mortality 
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Births. 

The  Birth-rate  shows  a  considerable  reduction,  and  is  much  the  lowest  of  any  of  the  Rural 
Districts.  The  Death-rate  shows  a  slight  decrease,  but  is  now  well  above  the  average. 

Water  Supply. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  received  no  complaints  of 
insufficiency  of  water  during  the  year.  The  well  at  a  dairy  farm  was  found  to  be  much  polluted, 
and  was  closed,  and  a  proper  water  supply  laid  on  from  the  parish  of  Horningsham. 

Sewerage  Disposal. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  says  the  sewage  disposal  in  the 
District  is  that  common  in  most  Rural  Districts,  but  he  does  not  describe  it. 

Two  houses  were  reported  as  being  unfit  for  habitation,  and  have  been  repaired. 

Bake-houses  and  slaughter-houses  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  the  provisions  of 
the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Orders  have  been  complied  with. 

One  case  of  Anthrax  in  a  dairy  was  reported. 
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The  results  of  the  inspection  of  the  different  villages  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  are 
summarised  as  follows  : — 

Imber. — The  cottage  accommodation  is  ample  and  of  fair  quality  for  an  agricultural 
village,  but  at  the  entrance  to  the  village  there  are  a  few  antiquated  and  unsatisfactory  cottages. 

Chitterne. — A  large  number  of  cottages  in  this  village  are  badly  constructed  and  of  very 
inferior  quality,  particularly  those  on  the  north  side  of  Bidden  Lane  and  at  Townsend,  but  m 
the  latter  locality  some  of  the  worst  cottages  are  uninhabited. 

Stockton.— The  general  condition  of  the  cottages  and  their  surroundings  is  satisfactory. 

Codford. — The  surface  drainage  in  some  parts  of  the  village  is  unsatisfactory,  but  the 
village  generally  is  clean  and  healthy. 

Sherrington,  Boyton,  and  Corton. — These  villages  lie  very  low,  and  in  winter  are  damp  and 
unhealthy ;  some  of  the  cottages  are  very  ancient,  low  roofed,  and  cramped,  but  some  of  the 
worst  of  these  in  the  first-named  parish  have  been  improved. 

Sutton  Veny. — There  are  a  large  number  of  uninhabited  houses  in  this  village,  consequent 
on  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  inhabitants. 

Upton  Lovell. — The  cottages  are  mostly  of  modern  construction,  but  the  closing  of  the 
factory  there  has  caused  a  number  to  be  vacated. 

Knook. — This  is  a  small  village,  and  a  few  of  the  cottages  near  the  river  are  old  and  out 
of  repair. 

Hey tesbury.- This  village  has  an  excellent  water  supply  which  now  extends  its  mains  to 
Norton  Bavant.  The  cottage  accommodation  is  excellent  with  few  exceptions. 

The  Deverills  and  Crockerton.— The  water  supply  in  some  parts  is  unsatisfactory.  Shallow 
wells  abound,  which  in  wet  or  rough  weather,  become  very  foul  and  turbid,  and  unfit  for  use.  A 
water  supply  for  these  villages  is  badly  needed. 

Corsley. — A  great  many  cottages  are  vacant  in  this  village,  and  of  late  years  numbers  have 
been  pulled  down,  and  a  few  admirable  cottages  have  been  built,  and  others  that  were  out  of 
repair  have  been  put  in  order. 

Horningsham. — This  and  the  preceding  village  are  the  two  most  difficult  to  inspect  in  the 
whole  District,  as  the  cottages  are  very  widely  scattered.  This  village  has  an  ample  water  supply, 
and  the  cottages  are  clean  and  nicely  kept. 


WESTBURY  &  WHORWELLSDOWN. 

Medicar  Officer  of  Hearth — WALTER  H.  REID,  M.R.C.S. 


Area,  30843  acres. 


Population  (Census,  1891)  ...  10166. 

Population  (Estimated,  1899)  10651. 

Population  (Census,  1901)  ...  6404. 


Birth-rate 
Death-7'ate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
hifa7itile  Mortality 


22-8  per  1000  Pop . 


15*2 

0-73 

0*58 

115*3 


>> 

>> 


Births. 


There  is  a  marked  reduction  in  the  Birth-rate. 


The  Death-rate  is  also  lower  than  last 


year. 

Water  Supply. — The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  reported  on  the  waterworks,  which  are 
progressing  satisfactorily.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  regrets  that  the  scheme  could  not 
have  embraced  Steeple  Ashton  and  West  Ashton,  which  are  both  inadequately  supplied  with 
good  water. 
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Sewerage. — There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  system  of  sewage  disposal  in  the  District. 
Several  drains  in  the  District  have  been  improved.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  suggests  a 
systematic  manner  of  cleaning  the  open  ditches  through  North  Bradley  and  Keevil,  not  leaving 
it  to  the  tenants,  through  whose  property  they  run,  but  under  the  supervision  of  one  individual 
who  would  see  the  whole  length  of  ditch  cleared. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — A  few  cases  of  overcrowding  at  Heywood  were 
reported,  but  great  difficulties  arise  in  dealing  with  these  cases  as  there  are  no  available  houses 
for  evicted  tenants.  Several  houses  now  occupied  are  scarcely  fit  for  habitation,  being  badly 
built  originally,  and  neglected  ever  since.  In  cases  of  serious  illness  it  is  quite  the  exception  to 
find  a  house  with  a  practical  fireplace  upstairs. 

The  Burial  Ground  in  an  insanitary  condition  at  Southwick  was  reported.  The  report  was 
forwarded  to  the  Home  Office,  and  an  official  inquiry  was  instituted,  and  the  Home  Office  was 
satisfied  that  there  were  ample  grounds  for  the  course  which  had  been  taken. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  made  several  visits  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the 
different  parts  of  the  District,  and  on  the  whole  they  are  fairly  satisfactory. 

The  School  at  Chapmanslade  was  closed  in  January  on  account  of  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  on  the  Coulston  side  of  the  village. 


WILTON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — CHARGES  R.  STRATON,  F.R.C.S.,  Edin. 


Area,  52395  acres.  Population  (Census,  1891)  ..  7774- 

Population  (Estimated  1899)  8352. 

Population  (Census,  1901)  ...  7467. 


Birth-rate 
Death-rate 
Zymotic  Death-rate 
Phthisis  Death-rate 
Infantile  Mortality 


21-8  per  1000  Pop. 
15-4 
0*02 
1*52  „ 

101 '0  Births. 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


The  Birth-rate  remains  practically  stationary.  The  Death-rate  shows  an  increase,  and  is 
much  above  the  average  for  the  past  10  years. 

Water  Supply. — The  public  water  supplies  at  Fovant,  Quidhampton,  and  Bemerton  have 
been  satisfactory  this  year.  A  wish  has  again  been  expressed  that  the  Upper  Fovant  supply 
should  be  carried  down  to  Eower  Fovant.  This  would  be  a  desirable  extension,  but  a  costly  and 
difficult  one  to  carry  out.  There  are  many  sites  in  Lower  Fovant  where  good  and  potable  water 
could  be  obtained  at  a  lower  cost  than  bringing  down  the  Upper  Fovant  main  would  entail. 
During  the  year  30  samples  of  water  from  wells  and  tanks  were  examined.  In  6  of  these  the 
water  was  not  good,  and  the  wells  were  ordered  to  be  cleansed  and  repaired.  There  are  182 
houses  in  the  District  supplied  with  water  from  service  pipes,  the  others  use  wells  and  tanks. 

The  streams  and  watercourses  are  in  good  order.  They  are  mostly  let  to  fishing  clubs, 
and  are  well  looked  after.  In  no  part  of  the  District  is  river  water  allowed  to  be  used  as  a 
domestic  supply. 

Sewerage. — During  the  year  two  drains  were  ordered  to  be  re-laid,  and  8  to  be  cleaned  and 
trapped,  or  ventilated.  Three  dilapidated  privies  were  ordered  to  be  repaired,  and  17  to  be 
cleansed. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. — Eleven  houses  were  made  fit  for  habitation,  and  6 
that  were  no  longer  habitable  were  closed.  Fifty-four  houses  were  cleansed  and  lime-washed. 
Four  cases  of  overcrowding  occurred,  and  were  abated. 
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Twenty-seven  workshops  and  bake-houses  were  inspected,  and  three  were  ordered  to  be 
lime-washed. 

Seventy-three  dairies  and  cowsheds  were  inspected,  and  the  Bye-laws  with  regard  to  them 
are  observed. 

Fifty-seven  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  these,  17  were 
cases  of  Diphtheria,  15  of  Erysipelas,  and  25  of  Scarlet  Fever.  Eleven  houses  were  disinfected 
and  cleansed  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  In  the  early  months  of  the  year  Influenza  was 
prevalent  over  the  whole  District,  and  20  deaths  were  attributed  to  Influenza  and  Broncho¬ 
pneumonia.  No  case  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  during  the  year. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  in  the  male  and  female  sick  wards  of  the  workhouse  have  not 
been  very  satisfactory  of  late,  and  it  is  desirable  that  water  closets  should  be  better  isolated  from 
the  wards,  and  better  flushed. 

Measles  was  widely  epidemic,  and  it  was  necessary  to  close  the  Bishopstone  School. 


TETBURY  (WILTSHIRE  PORTION). 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — J.  BOND,  M.D. 


3271  acres.  Population 

(Census,  1891)  ... 

430- 

Population 

(Estimated,  1899) 

403- 

Population 

(Census,  1901)  ... 

358- 

Birth-rate 

22-3  per  1000  Pop . 

Death-7'ate 

12*1 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

o-oo  „ 

Phthisis  Death-rate  .  . 

0-24  „  „  . 

I 71  fail  tile  Mortality 

143.01  „  Births. 

Parishes  of  Ashley  and  Eong  Newton  with  a  population  of  358. 

There  were  9  births  and  5  deaths. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  any  of  the  Zymotic  Diseases. 

Of  the  5  deaths,  1  was  caused  from  Phthisis,  1  Bronchitis,  and  1  Heart  Disease.  Two  of  the 
5  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  the  age  of  65  years. 

No  Bye-laws  are  in  force. 

Excrement  removal  is  undertaken  by  the  tenants,  and  no  scavenging  is  undertaken  by  the 
Authority,  and  the  present  arrangement  may  be  considered  satisfactory. 

No  regulations  for  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  adopted,  but  three  are  registered,  and  are 
inspected  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

No  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses.  No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890.  No  houses  were  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

No  houses  have  been  built  in  either  parish  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  many  years. 

House-to-house  inspection  is  carried  on  from  time  to  time  when  necessary. 


